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🏍️ Rally Week is Here – Let's Welcome Riders to Custer!

The 86th Sturgis Motorcycle Rally and Custer Cruisin' have officially arrived! This is one of the busiest and
most exciting weeks of the year for our community, bringing thousands of visitors through Custer to experience
our incredible scenery, businesses, restaurants, attractions, and hospitality.
The Chamber has been busy preparing for Rally week, and we wanted to share a few updates along with ways
you can help us make this a fantastic experience for our visitors.

📣 Rally Rush is Back!
We're excited to once again partner with the State of South Dakota for the Rally Rush campaign!
This year we've created new Canva marketing templates featuring the "Minutes, Not Miles from the Best Ride
Yet" campaign to help remind riders that Custer is just a short ride away from unforgettable experiences.

Throughout Rally week we'll also be giving away FREE Rally Rush swag on our social media pages, so be sure
to follow along and encourage your customers to do the same!

🍽️ Helping Bring Visitors to Your Business
The Chamber has once again provided a list of our local restaurants to be included in the official Sturgis Rally
swag bags distributed to attendees.  It's another great opportunity to encourage visitors to venture into Custer to
eat, shop, stay, and explore.

We've also included a special coupon inviting Rally visitors to stop by the Custer Area Chamber to receive Custer
Cash, which can be redeemed at participating local businesses. It's one more way we're encouraging visitors to
spend time—and dollars—throughout our community while supporting our Chamber members.

🎥 Showcasing Our Chamber Members
One of the highlights in preparation of Rally week has been visiting our Chamber member businesses and sharing
what makes each one special!
We've already stopped by several businesses to create short videos featuring them and any unique offerings they
chose to share—and we'll be visiting even more throughout the week as time allows.
These videos are being shared on the Custer Area Chamber's social media channels during Rally week, giving
visitors a firsthand look at the amazing businesses that make Custer such a great place to shop, dine, stay, and
explore.
If we haven't made it to your business yet, we hope to see you soon! We appreciate everyone who has welcomed
us in and helped us showcase the best of Custer.

🤠 Welcome Riders to Custer!
You'll notice our Welcome Riders posters displayed throughout town as we roll out the red carpet for Rally
visitors.



General Custer and the reenactors will also be greeting riders at the Main Street stoplight Monday through
Wednesday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., offering a friendly Custer welcome and plenty of photo opportunities.

🏍️ Don't Miss the Custer Mayor's Ride
Join us on Tuesday for the annual Custer Mayor's Ride!

11:00 a.m. – Registration at Mt. Rushmore Brewing Company
1:00 p.m. – Ride departs

This annual ride is another wonderful opportunity to showcase the incredible roads, scenery, and hospitality that
make Custer a favorite destination for motorcycle enthusiasts.

🚦 A Friendly Safety Reminder
With thousands of motorcycles traveling through our area this week, we ask everyone to help keep our roads safe.
Please remember to:

Watch your blind spots.
Leave extra following distance behind motorcycles.
Look twice before turning.
Allow extra travel time, especially downtown where center-lane motorcycle parking and increased traffic
will naturally slow traffic flow.

A little extra patience goes a long way toward keeping everyone safe.

❤️ Thank You!
Thank you to all of our Chamber members, businesses, volunteers, city staff, and community partners who help
make Rally week such a success each year.
Together we're showing visitors why Custer truly is "Minutes, Not Miles from the Best Ride Yet."

Have a safe, successful, and memorable Rally week!

Dawn Murray
Executive Director

2026 EVENTS CALENDAR
A full list of 2026 events by the Chamber and

other organizations.

Click to download calendar

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/9c837b3c-26e9-4cf8-81ed-ebccf1e8f29f.pdf?rdr=true


August 7-14
Custer Cruisin'

August 7
Ribbon Cutting at enCore Energy

17 N 5th St, Custer, SD
2:00 PM

August 11
Custer Mayor's Ride

Registration 11am-1pm at Mt Rushmore Brewing Co.
Ride leaves at 1pm

August 21-22
Custer Crazy Days

August 22
Community-Wide Rummage Sale



Forest Service News Release

Media Contact: Krista Landreneau, Program Specialist
(605) 673-9201
krista.landreneau@usda.gov
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r02/blackhills

Safety Alert: Closure for Pactola Loop B & Osprey Trail
during construction

(Rapid City, SD, August 5, 2026) — The Black Hills National Forest has issued a temporary closure order for the Pactola
Loop B Campground, the Osprey Trailhead, and National Forest System (NFS) Trail #58 (Osprey Trail) to ensure public
safety during active construction in the area. The closure will take effect August 16, 2026, at 12:00 p.m. and remain in
place through June 23, 2027, at 11:59 p.m., unless rescinded earlier.

Construction activities in and around Pactola Loop B and the Osprey Trail include improvements that require heavy
equipment, restricted work zones and ongoing site modifications. The closure is necessary to prevent injury or harm to
individuals and protect public health and safety while crews conduct work within and along Pactola Loop B.
Forest Service personnel have attempted to address safety concerns through on‑site education and public notification;
however, the nature of the construction work requires fully restricting access. The Forest will post closure maps and
signs at all practical locations near the area and trailheads.
.
The Forest is committed to reopening the area as soon as construction is completed.
For more information on this temporary closure, contact the Black Hills National Forest Supervisor’s Office at (605)
673-9200 or visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/r02/blackhills.

About the Forest Service: The Forest Service has brought people and communities together to answer the call of
conservation for more than 100 years. Grounded in world-class science and technology — and rooted in communities —
the Forest Service connects people to nature and recreation opportunities. The agency manages 193 million acres of
public land, supports the nation’s forest industry and energy needs, and operates the largest and most respected wildland
fire and forestry research organizations in the world. By providing assistance to state and private landowners and
working with tribes and other partners, the Forest Service also helps steward an additional 900 million forested acres
within the U.S.

###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/r02/blackhills
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r02/blackhills.
https://www.fs.usda.gov/r02/blackhills.


Printable Copy

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/d6eecaa9-863d-460c-8047-a7c398157a8e.pdf?rdr=true






Vote Now

How to Use the Rally Rush Canva Templates

🏍️ Rally Rush: Minutes, Not Miles from the Best Ride Yet
Thank you for helping us showcase Custer during the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally!
We created these ready-to-use Canva templates to make it easy for Chamber members to promote their business and welcome
riders to Custer.
Access the Canva Templates Here:
https://canva.link/z2umxf28xsu0y9i
How to Use the Templates

1. Click the Canva link above.
2. Canva will open the Rally Rush template collection.
3. Select the design you would like to use.
4. Choose "Use Template" to create your own editable copy.
5. Customize the design with your business information, photos, specials, hours, or logo.

https://www.landroverusa.com/experiences/events-and-sponsorships/defender-service-awards/vote/search-and-rescue.html#voting-now-open
https://canva.link/z2umxf28xsu0y9i


6. Download and share on your business social media pages.
Don't worry about changing the original designs — Canva will create your own copy for you to edit.
Suggested Post Wording
Each Canva graphic includes suggested wording in the Notes section of the design.
To view the suggested wording:

Open the design in Canva.
Click on the page.
Open Notes to see the recommended caption.
Copy, edit, and personalize it for your business.

Feel free to adjust the wording to match your business voice!
Make It Your Own!
These posts are designed as a starting point. We encourage you to:
✅ Add your business logo
✅ Include your own photos
✅ Add your hours, specials, events, or promotions
✅ Change colors or design elements to match your brand
✅ Share your own stories and experiences
The more personal your posts are, the more they will connect with visitors!
Important Campaign Branding
You do not have to post these in a specific order. Share them when they work best for your business and schedule.
The one thing we ask is that every Rally Rush post includes one of the following:
🏍️ Rally Rush
🏍️ Custer Rally Rush
🏍️ Rally Rush: Minutes, Not Miles from the Best Ride Yet
This helps create a consistent message across Custer and lets riders know they are only Minutes, Not Miles from the Best Ride
Yet!
Suggested Hashtags
#RallyRush
#CusterSD
#MinutesNotMiles
#RideToCuster
#BlackHillsAdventure
#SupportLocal
Thank you for helping us spread the word and show riders why Custer is one of the best stops in the Black Hills!
🏍️ Rally Rush: Minutes, Not Miles from the Best Ride Yet







Sign up Today!

mailto:dmurray@custersd.com?subject=2026%20Crazy%20Days&body=My%20business%0Awants%20to%20participate%20in%20Custer%20Crazy%20Days%20on%20August%2021%20%26%2022.%0A%0AOur%20hours%20will%20be%3A


Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

  

August 19th

https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber/
https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/


Network Troubleshooting & Installtion LLC
John's Handyman Service

﻿The Black Hills Bakery- Gluten Free
﻿Black Hills Disc Golf Club

﻿Hobo's Healing Heart
﻿Black Hills Roofing

﻿Wolff's Plumbing & Heating
﻿Aardvark Pest Management

﻿Custer Reloading Center
﻿Fort Welikeit Campground

﻿Black Hills Sewer and Drain Solutions
﻿KND Accounting Solutions

Weather Tite Exteriors
﻿Black Hills Lifestyle Magazine﻿

Wild Spruce Market
Fly Badlands

﻿PDQ Specialty Products
﻿Xtreme Sports Simulators

The Christians Team-Broker Heath Shields
The Hills Finest-Bridal by Michelle

Don't Panic, LLC



 Membership Spotlight: Wind Cave National Park 



This week, we're highlighting one of America's most remarkable natural treasures—Wind Cave National Park!

Just minutes from Custer, Wind Cave National Park is home to one of the longest and most complex caves in the world and is
famous for its rare boxwork formations, found in greater abundance here than anywhere else on Earth. Above ground, the park
protects a beautiful mix of prairie and pine forest where visitors can experience wildlife, scenic hiking trails, and breathtaking
Black Hills landscapes.

 What makes Wind Cave National Park a must-visit:

Ranger-guided cave tours showcasing incredible underground formations
One of the world's largest collections of rare boxwork formations
More than 30 miles of hiking trails through prairie and ponderosa pine forests
Opportunities to see bison, elk, pronghorn, prairie dogs, deer, and other wildlife
Year-round opportunities for outdoor adventure and exploration

Whether you're venturing beneath the surface or exploring the rolling hills above, Wind Cave National Park offers unforgettable
experiences for nature lovers, photographers, hikers, and families alike. It's a true Black Hills gem that reminds us why Custer is
Minutes, Not Miles, from Adventure!

 26611 US Highway 385, Hot Springs, SD
 (605) 745-4600
 Wind Cave National Park

Thank you, Wind Cave National Park, for preserving one of our nation's most extraordinary landscapes and for inspiring visitors
from around the world to discover the beauty of the Black Hills!

We love shining a light on the amazing businesses that make our community great! 💛
Would you like to see your business in the spotlight? ✨

Send a short write-up and a few photos to assistant@custersd.com — we can’t wait to feature
YOU! 📸

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/019ea4cf-b92e-433a-ac2c-3081c0915aee#












https://www.rise-custer.com/coming-soon-03
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JUNE 2026
SDVISIT.COM

GREAT FACE PROGRAM &
GREAT PLACE PROGRAM
With another busy summer in full swing, we wanted to send a quick reminder about the South Dakota Great Face Program
and the South Dakota Great Place Program.
These programs put a spotlight on the people and businesses that exemplify great service. We truly appreciate those who
consistently and continuously go above and beyond to help visitors at every opportunity, and here’s one way to let them know.
South Dakota Great Face
Nominations must include:

Three (3) or more positive comments or feedback from customers regarding the nominee during January-September.
Positive comments from peers.
A testimonial from the manager or supervisor as to why they believe the nominee is worthy of the South Dakota Great
Face recognition.
Additional information regarding the nominee’s community involvement outside of work.
Completion of the Online Hospitality Training program or a hospitality training assigned by a supervisor during January-
September.

Great Face nominations must be submitted online no later than September 30.
For helpful strategies on how best to gather the necessary information for your nominations, we recommend watching the
recording of our recent Insider Session on the Great Face Program.
South Dakota Great Place

https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBGj9XzvXi1syKkeTFQuWxsnJpq0dqIze_EMX463-tFxkbPAhjfCAjPXoev9pOQzh8jhjkrgoADG3klCYVYPG2ZjKtS9g
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBInyNWlXDU32ETT6g8idArKT5Dv7HM5CZEkyzBqLgdSXU0n2Av1z0hpHwMV_vC9PGeTJZLmNEyvPalWF53e9eRfgAZYg
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBJtqW1D_LvekvhS48oVOUndwUYjBM4gEv_ZdoOw1gA5CoGZPyAvfxpnvZbMKwBVFnBQTrA5x6YiF0LZO96HSKLwarhsg
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBJtqW1D_LvekvhS48oVOUndwUYjBM4gEv_ZdoOw1gA5CoGZPyAvfxpnvZbMKwBVFnBQTrA5x6YiF0LZO96HSKLwarhsg
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBK4mwu7C4xiH9qAtSkEBj5ljfrnFUuTd02rpUKrFPeUPc9qlrX0nSGeVTsoY7a6ZOd97HYhDDm-Zd79zkLGjWaiF6ohA
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBLnm5dwBzfiXEeJrCLHGF4Lfl4A2FpTpokvEwl3sM8zXITfIQ4UP2H6HMvBae592JlMengm0-FgO8jMED1u3azEQFAZQ
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBMBLmozKrEGoVSZueVjzCttjLm-iaCbJPANQujyitJBj65Xmb_juM8GRJmi7-5UpH2dZpytro4RcSpldHeUWl9X6OiTw
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBMBLmozKrEGoVSZueVjzCttjLm-iaCbJPANQujyitJBj65Xmb_juM8GRJmi7-5UpH2dZpytro4RcSpldHeUWl9X6OiTw
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBNRi8qAphAf2daYd44gS7q32CVTmwA0kv6JQ0DDmNoMD0hu5CcA3NoAFjvOAQZ3nLrobaZSDdvl1eynhb1wQvA6p5q6Q


Applications must include:
Evidence of excellent customer service, including:

Current year visitor feedback and positive reviews.
A current employee recognition program. (The Great Face Program is a sufficient program.)
Participation in a hospitality training program. (The Online Hospitality Training program is sufficient for this
training.)

Examples of updates made to enhance the customer experience. This can include upgrades to your business,
welcome gifts for visitors, upgraded conference facilities, upgrades to lodging, flowers designed to welcome visitors,
etc.
Information about the business’ involvement in the local tourism industry and community.

The deadline for Great Place applications is also September 30 and the application(s) must be submitted online. Each Great
Place applicant who filled out the final page of the application will be automatically considered for the George S. Mickelson
Award, which is presented at the annual South Dakota Governor’s Conference on Tourism in January.
Go to SDVisit.com for more information. If you have any questions, contact Industry Training & Legislative Relations Manager,
Bailey Tysdal.
 
TRAVEL SOUTH DAKOTA WINS TWO PRESTIGIOUS TELLY AWARDS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Thurs., June 18, 2026
CONTACT: Katlyn Svendsen, Global Public Relations & Content Services Senior Director, Travel South Dakota, (605)
773-3301
PIERRE, S.D. – Travel South Dakota won two prestigious awards at the 2026 Telly Awards. Standing out among over
13,000 global entries, Travel South Dakota, in partnership with Karsh Hagan and Matador Network, earned the following
awards:

Silver for “Into the Roundup,” Travel & Tourism – Series
Bronze for “Unexpected South Dakota,” Travel & Tourism – Campaigns

"Into the Roundup" is a five-episode video series spotlighting not only the annual Custer State Park Buffalo Roundup,
but also Western culture and the preservation efforts to protect one of North America’s most iconic animals—the
American bison. The series, produced in partnership with Karsh Hagan, offers a rare, immersive look at South Dakota’s
proud traditions.
"Unexpected South Dakota" is a three-episode series, produced in partnership with Matador Network, highlighting the
unexpected sights, sounds, and tastes of The Mount Rushmore State. With an emphasis on preserving heritage, history,
and the delicate balance of natural spaces, each episode shows viewers how to experience South Dakota in new and
meaningful ways.
Winning a Telly Award is a highly respected mark of excellence among peers, agencies, and brands. Founded in 1979,
The Telly Awards celebrate the best work created within television and across video for all screens. Receiving more than
13,000 entries globally from six continents and all 50 states, Telly Award winners represent work from some of the most
respected advertising agencies, television stations, production companies and publishers from around the world. Travel
South Dakota’s work was selected by a judging body of over 250 executives from television networks, production
companies, global agencies, immersive content studios, and streaming platforms around the world.
The South Dakota Department of Tourism is comprised of Travel South Dakota and the South Dakota Arts Council. The
Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.
-30-

Media Notes:
Each series can be accessed by clicking on the red links in the copy above or by clicking here for “Into the
Roundup” and here for “Unexpected South Dakota.”

https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBOqe90uNP5WGag12_al6VX67RBtgfp7gJM0OtgrqmtM3DT0B7G9wcO2wCNArFwuWyAZJ1kn2iEG_N9XzCB8NQ1FfqidA
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBPr46tHVFl4t-Y8jGmftc6pC2d_otGna6tnqQkXdMpscQQldwXJIiFj5uwXMqi7tIAlZODE4aExKmZ5MGSvhob8gGCiQ
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBQudDBkxXaGfDd-QRRGl5RzhtJF6073b6YTWKlihngrbFXgcwSPU9Z_-E6e-_uhyWZeejg7GqabZQErpIbE82bo7P2hA
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBRgA5C-z-tJ5biLEGhXKIJ5HHHIw2Mq9c_3acO8Vm-QZmAvgUlnawjbckynDBhw8kp4yC_O3HrJYJxIjHOnyTYtj6iSw
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBRgA5C-z-tJ5biLEGhXKIJ5HHHIw2Mq9c_3acO8Vm-QZmAvgUlnawjbckynDBhw8kp4yC_O3HrJYJxIjHOnyTYtj6iSw
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTd9AAwAAAAAAVyaYvBSsucoqCEE7OHW102FQoSG9S6T0uODAqEM8M-4NiXhAgFX9OSs73nu-LgCrT60gLEr8lPRXhP-e5h7rrJ8Uo7SR88R0A
mailto:bailey.tysdal@travelsouthdakota.com?subject=Great%20Face%20%26%20Great%20Place%20Program
mailto:Katlyn.Svendsen@travelsouthdakota.com?subject=Celebrate%20Forever%20605%20Day%20on%20June%205
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTF9AAwAAAAAAT6QWOaCVNxuE9SV3nRO2m80_D41dP0W67tqKuXK8djf9Rb7JNWYLmcBCfOAADUvG8U2azHherqWX6V2bt84I230XcqSvJK5QzHAnw
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTF9AAwAAAAAAT6QWOaDRBddus4EhNDchTHg2M2P-3s-Urxax2-Cn6NWJuudtI4nHY04SHKW6fAg83SUAq_B5UEgVlIWcGxzKgg3liJQu2LINo0Jpg
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTF9AAwAAAAAAT6QWOaEKAAY5-JB5648z7VmnX1kKf-Q2JGKSUr1mgNKDYBW1rit21od95_m-Gj0UMV-7pdAONSNKjVdWipH8VsyYw4i_EINzcEogA
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTF9AAwAAAAAAT6QWOaFdjUyfxrapoEzlyFv6I9oqxYVrpcLDG08YNNFv0RLYtx-Kn0O_iuA2x9dA4781Po76zPI2OSMR92AfPXqRTROdaSssHwnNA


BADLANDS NATIONAL PARK DESIGNATED INTERNATIONAL DARK
SKY PARK

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Thurs., July 23, 2026

CONTACT: Katlyn Svendsen, Global Public Relations & Content Services Senior Director, Travel South Dakota, (605) 773-
3301
PIERRE, S.D. – South Dakota is gaining international recognition as one of the world's premier destinations for experiencing
the night sky.
Badlands National Park was designated an International Dark Sky Park by DarkSky International at a special evening
ceremony Friday, July 17, becoming the first and only International Dark Sky Park in South Dakota and one of only two in
the National Park Service's Midwest Region.
The internationally recognized designation places the park among an elite group of only 40 National Park Service units
nationwide celebrated for protecting some of the world's darkest and most pristine night skies.
The designation is one of the most prestigious recognitions a place can receive for night sky conservation and visitor
experience. Earning the designation requires years of planning, collaboration and investment to meet rigorous standards for
sky quality, responsible lighting, public education and long-term stewardship.
"This designation is more than an incredible achievement for Badlands National Park. It's a milestone for South Dakota," said
James Hagen, Secretary of the South Dakota Department of Tourism. "It reinforces what visitors have long known: South
Dakota's wide-open spaces offer experiences that are becoming increasingly rare. Standing beneath an unspoiled sky,
watching the Milky Way stretch overhead, spotting the International Space Station, viewing constellations and planets, and
experiencing true darkness is something travelers from around the world are actively seeking."

mailto:Katlyn.Svendsen@travelsouthdakota.com?subject=Take%20Part%20in%20America%27s%20250th%20With%20TSD%20Stars%20%26%20Stripes%20Passport


The recognition comes as interest in astrotourism continues to grow, with travelers planning vacations around destinations
known for exceptional stargazing, astrophotography and nighttime outdoor experiences. The designation elevates South
Dakota's profile among both domestic and international travelers while adding another world-class experience to the state's
renowned outdoor recreation opportunities.
“This designation reflects years of collaboration and a shared commitment to protecting one of our most valuable natural and
cultural resources,” said Eric Veach, Badlands National Park Superintendent. “It also represents an opportunity to expand
how visitors experience the park, through science, storytelling and a deeper connection to the night sky.”
Few places are better suited for the honor than Badlands National Park. Its rugged buttes and pinnacles, remote setting, and
exceptionally low levels of artificial light create an unforgettable backdrop for viewing the Milky Way, meteor showers, and
thousands of stars with remarkable clarity. Combined with the park's rich paleontological resources, wildlife, Indigenous
cultural significance, and breathtaking scenery and scenic drives, the Badlands offers visitors an experience unlike anywhere
else in the region.
“This accomplishment is deeply personal to me. I grew up on a farm in the middle of South Dakota, where seeing the Milky
Way each night felt ordinary,” said Marissa Marshall, executive director of the Badlands National Park Conservancy. “It
wasn't until recently that I realized how rare that experience has become. Protecting our night skies ensures future
generations can experience that same sense of wonder.”
Badlands National Park now joins more than 250 International Dark Sky Places around the world—an exclusive network of
destinations recognized for preserving one of the planet's increasingly rare natural resources: truly dark skies.
For Travel South Dakota, the recognition reinforces the state's growing reputation for outdoor recreation and authentic
experiences, encouraging visitors to extend their stays and discover South Dakota after sunset.
The South Dakota Department of Tourism is comprised of Travel South Dakota and the South Dakota Arts Council. The
Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.

-30-
Media Notes: Media assets from the night sky in Badlands National Park are located here. Credit assigned per image.

Theatre 605 Black Hills Playhouse Presents Come From Away
Tickets are on Sale Now!

 
For Immediate Release

 
Black Hills, S.D. — Theatre 605 Black Hills Playhouse presents Come From Away, the Tony award-winning musical and true story
about the small town of Gander playing host to the world after the events of 9/11. Come From Away opens July 19 and runs through
August 2, featuring 15 performances.
What started as an average day in a small town turned into an international sleepover when 38 planes, carrying thousands of people from
around the globe, were diverted to Gander’s airstrip on September 11, 2001. Undaunted by culture clashes and language barriers, the
people of Gander cheered the stranded travelers with music, an open bar, and the recognition that we’re all part of a global family.
A Meet & Greet Reception will be held after the 2:00 pm opening matinee. Audience members are invited to enjoy refreshments and
appetizers and to meet the cast and crew who bring this story to life.
A Pay-What-You-Can performance of Come From Away will be held on July 18 at 7:30 pm. Plan to arrive early, as this is expected
to be a well-attended preview performance, and seating is first-come, first-served. Concessions available on site.
Click here for more information, or call the friendly box office staff at 605-255-4141.
Book, Music and Lyrics by Irene Sankoff and David Hein
*Custer State Park passes are required and can be purchased in the snack bar.
**10+, Language, brief adult moments, and mature topics, including discussion of events surrounding 9/11. Musical.

 
###

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW:
Linda Anderson
Executive Director
605 939-5271
linda@theatre605.org
 

https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5NDZ9AAwAAAAAAel6ts3NJozoS0-3ceqMZ3Qlh7oTmOXHXAtZ6PQPnvKaxOSFgvdiQmQFHQQmEQuP9QbPE20WNfFXu2g-Vi33NrVUeZvJfe4KnmOtuA
https://theatre605.org/black-hills-playhouse/current-season/come-from-away/
https://theatre605.org/black-hills-playhouse/current-season/come-from-away/


 
About the Black Hills Playhouse
Telling Stories. Changing Lives.
Live theatre in Custer State Park.

Jewel Cave National Monument News Release
Release Date: July 2, 2026
For Immediate Release
Contact: Aimee Murillo / Chief of Interpretation/ aimee_murillo@nps.gov

Jewel Cave Hosts Blue Star Families Volunteer Group CUSTER, SD – Jewel Cave National Monument hosted a
volunteer project with Blue Star Families on Saturday, June 20. Blue Star Families worked with monument staff to pick
up trash in the monument’s Historic Area. Seven volunteers with Blue Star Families met at the Jewel Cave visitor center
and then hiked on the Canyons Trail to the Historic Area, where they spent nearly two hours picking up multiple bags of
trash – including nearly the entire front end of a car. While it was forecasted to be a rainy day, fortunately the rain held
off for the trash-pick up and hike, and afterwards the volunteers were able to join a cave tour. Blue Star Families is the
largest nonprofit serving and representing military and veteran families. This nonprofit was founded in 2009 by military
family members to empower military families to connect with their civilian neighbors to create strong communities of
support. The June 20 event was part of the “Military Families Outdoors” program. Military Families Outdoors,
administered by Defense Health Agency and the National Park Service, brings together the expertise of Blue Star
Families, and Wilderness Inquiry, to provide engaging outdoor wellness experiences for service members and military
families across the country. Jewel Cave National Monument appreciated this collaborative effort and working with Blue
Star Families.





Project Update
Friday, July 24, 2026

Current Construction:
Minor construction activities are continuing in the U.S. Highway 385 construction area (Pactola Dam to Calumet Road).

Currently, the driving surface within the construction area is oiled blotter (a hard, packed surface that resembles asphalt) with
pavement markings. The surface may feel slick, so drivers are encouraged to be cautious and allow additional stopping time,
especially in wet conditions.

Upcoming Construction:
Construction Activity Paused During Sturgis Motorcycle Rally: Construction activities will be paused for the
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally starting on Wednesday, Aug. 5, 2026, and will resume on Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2026.
Motorists are asked to remain alert for any traffic adjustments should they become necessary during the Rally.

Sturgis Motorcycle Rally Traveler Information: Find additional information, including frequently asked
questions, on the SDDOT Rally Traveler Information page.

https://us.list-manage.com/RrvI15WG0K9?e=3f9920a35f&c2id=8f09f623653538744f9fb1b164d99a04
https://dot.sd.gov/travelers/travelers/sturgis-rally-travel-information-faq


Final Surfacing: Final surfacing from Pactola Dam to Calumet Road is expected to be completed in the summer of
2027.

View Construction Updates

🦺 Construction Zone Reminders 🦺
Follow posted speed limits in construction zones.
Be aware of flaggers and other construction workers in the construction area.
If you are following a pilot car, stay with the line, and do not stop or exit your vehicle in the project area.
It is illegal to go beyond cones and barriers within construction zones even when the contractor is not
working.

Stay Connected
Take a moment now to share this email with neighbors, friends, coworkers, and anyone else who might be
interested in the U.S. Highway 385 Construction Project. Then encourage them to sign up for these project
email updates at https://us-385.com.
A free text-in service is being used to communicate any major traffic changes. To subscribe, simply text
“US385” to605-566-4041. Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

  HWY 385 ROUTING INITIATIVE 

BH&B is sharing information related to the upcoming Hwy 385
infrastructure improvement project that will include routing
options and continuous business promotion. BH&B's goal is to
educate and to explain that this simple detour will not prevent,
nor should it discourage visitors from enjoying their vacation in
the Black Hills.

Visit Route Reimagined

A free text-in service is being used to communicate major traffic
changes.
﻿
To subscribe, simply text “US385” to 605-566-
4041.
﻿Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

https://us-385.com/project-updates/
https://us-385.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56677074cc50fcb5bd3708ac0&id=6559d95623&e=521654a283
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/2qnfy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/2qnfy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/ijofy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/ijofy4c
https://routereimagined.com/


June Activities

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/7d355d4f-8a14-460a-91a9-0209da9cb2ba.pdf?rdr=true


Schools Out For SUMMER!!



Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

https://custersd.com/help-wanted


CHAMBER STAFF
 

Dawn Murray
Executive Director

dmurray@custersd.com

Fred Baumann
Information Associate

fbaumann@custersd.com

Lacey Curl
Office Assistant

assistant@custersd.com
 

Office Assistant
bytes@custersd.com

Joel Behlings
Information Associate
info@custersd.com

2026

﻿Board Of Directors

Craig Reindl - President

﻿Corey Virtue - Vice President

mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
mailto:fbaumann@custersd.com
http://bytes@custersd.com/
http://info@custersd.com/


Michelle Fischer - Treasurer 

Carrie Moore- Secretary
 

Amanda Allcock
Amy Bailey

Miranda Boggs 
Ronni Calvird
Scott Eastman

Monica McGowan - City Liaison 

Tim Frederick - School Liaison 

﻿Lydia Austin - CSP Liaison 

Jessica Noteboom - BID Board Liaison

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818

﻿
dmurray@custersd.com /custersd.com

 

 

Visit our Website

mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
https://www.custersd.com/
https://custersd.com/
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