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CUSTER CONNECTIONS

Economic Impact of Visitors in South Dakota

The travel sector is an integral part of South Dakota’s economy. Visitors generate
significant economic benefits to households, businesses, and government, and
represents a critical driver of the State’s future. In 2024, the visitor economy generated
$8.1 billion in total business sales and supported 8.7% of all jobs in South Dakota.

2024 Fast Facts

 14.9 million visitors traveled to and within South Dakota.

« Visitors spent $5.09 billion, an increase of +2.8% from 2023.

o GDP reached $3.7 billion, making up 5% of the state’s economy.

« Tourism activity generated 17% of all state sales tax collections.

« Tourism activity generated $398.7 million in state and local tax revenue.

» 58,824 jobs were supported by tourism activity.

« Without the tourism industry, each SD household would pay an additional $1,105 in
taxes.

source: Economic Impact of Tourism in South Dakota, 2024/ Tourism Economics


https://sdvisit.com/research-reports/econ/2024-economic-impact-report

Dawn Murray
Executive Director

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS

SOUTH DAKOTA RETAILERS ASSOCIATION
HOSPITALITY - RETAIL - TRADES

SOUTH DAKOTA

RETAILERS

MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES JANUARY 1
Effective January 1, 2025, South Dakota’s minimum wage for non-
tipped employees will be $11.50 per hour, up from $11.20 per hour
in calendar year 2024.

For tipped employees, the hourly minimum wage for calendar year
2025 will be no less than $5.75 per hour, up from $5.60 in calendar
year 2024.

With limited exceptions, South Dakota’s minimum wage applies
regardless of the age of the employee, the number of hours worked
each week, or length of employment.

For more information, visit the DLR website.
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CRAIG REINDL
RONNI CALVIRD

KEELY MAHONY

Congratulations to our new Board members and a BIG
thank you to Aaron Davis of Valhalla Legal, PLLC for
counting all the ballots.



http://info@custersd.com/

February 17th, 2025

To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to bytes@custersd.com. Items
need to be received by Wednesdays at noon in order to be added to weekly Buffalo
Bytes. Thank youl

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

February 17

Custer Chamber Office Closed
Presidents Day

February 20

Custer Dental Studio Mixer
141 N 5th St
5-7 PM
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Custer Restaurant Week

March 1st

Custer Trade Show and Craft Fair
Custer School District Armory
527 Montgomery St

WEEKLY HUMOR

LO0SE PARTS

You look nothinﬂ
like your profile. | |

Blzzek

(et this cartoon signed & framed & get signed copies of LP books at LoasePartsComic.com 1-9
©2024 Dave Blazek - looseparts@verizonnet - Dist. by Andrews McMee| Syndication
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DATES

JANURRY 23-STATE FARM INSURANGE
FEBRUARY 20-CUSTER DENTAL
MARCGH 20- DAGOTAH BANK
APRIL 17- FAITH LEWIS REALTY
MAY 15- 1881 COURTHOUSE MUSEUM
SEPTEMBER 11-JENNY'S FLORAL
NOVEMBER 20- EDWARD JONES
DEGEMBER 18- SD OUTDOOR SHOP
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January 23- Mixer at State Farm
February 20- Mixer Custer Dental Studio
February 24-March 1- Custer Restaurant Week
March 1- Custer Trade Show
March 20- Mixer at Dacotah Bank
April 10- Spring Fling
April 17- Mixer at Lewis Realty
May 15- Mixer at 1881 Courthouse Musem
June 13-15 Off Road Rally
June 20-22- Summer Mickelson Trail Trek
July 4-6 July 4th Festivities
July 4- 4th of July Parade
July 18-20- Gold Discovery Days
July 19 -Gold Discovery Days Parade
August 15-16 Custer Crazy Days
August 16- Community Wide Rummage Sale
August 31- Studebaker Car Show
September 11- Mixer at Carrie’'s Flower Shop
September 19-21- Mickelson Trail Trek
October 16- Annual Dinner
October 25- Monster Mash
October 31- Merchants’ Trick or Treat
November 20- Mixer at Edward Jones- Jared Slagle
December 6- Christmas Parade
December 18- Mixer at South Dakota Outdoor Shop
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TUESDAY | 6:30 PM

AT THE GOLD PAN
W SALOON

GATHER YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS FOR AN EVENING OF THRILLING
GAMES, FABULOUS PRIZES, AND UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES.




wne CUSTER
RESTAURANT WEEK

GOLD $300
SILVER $200
BRONLZE $100

WELCOMLE

CUSTER

Chambier of Commence

NEW MEMBERS!

555 Pro Books
A & B Business Solutions
CJR Painting
Dave's Rock Shop

St John the Baptist Catholic Church
Black Hills Glass Restoration




Sleep Better South Dakota LLC
Our Quilty Things
Gideons International- Southern Hills Camp
Pain & Movement Solutions
ZenBusiness
Sweet Clover and Sage Salon
Splish Splash Car, RV, and Dog Wash
HR Matchbook
Custer Valley Efficiency Living
Western Tire Chain, LLC
John Boy's Texas BBQ LLC
Edward Jones-Jared Slagle
Rise- Custer
DGR Engineering
Glen Erin Horse Camp
Custer's Rendezvous
Rapid Fire Protection
Black Hills Bronco Adventures
Sage Creek Grille

MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT

This week's membership spotlight is all about Andrea Ronning, ABR, Realtor, Broker/Owner
Aspen+Pine Realty, and her team! Here are words about what is happening for them.
"Aspen+Pine Realty is excited to welcome Aaron Kolbeck as the newest member of our team,
bringing fresh energy and expertise to serve our clients. Andrea Ronning, owner/broker of
Aspen+Pine Realty, demonstrates leadership in the real estate industry as the 2025 President-
Elect of the Mount Rushmore Area Association of Realtors and 2025 President of the Southern
Hills Realtors for Kids Board of Directors. Andrea will be inducted into the 2024 South Dakota
Realtors Political Action Committee Hall of Fame this February in Pierre. Aspen+Pine Realty
remains committed to excellence in service and community engagement—we love the Southern
Black Hills! We've also opened a Hot Springs satellite office...stop by 750 University Avenue! "
[IPic: Aaron Kolbeck, Andrea Ronning, Lisa Gaulke, and Jeff Alley previewing a new listing on a
cold winter day!

2024 Custer Chamber
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CISTER Member spotlight
Aspen + Pine Realty

ASPEN+PINE§

REALTY

Address: 325 Mt Rushmore Rd, Custer
_Phone: 605-517-1130
Email: info@aspenandpinerealty.com

AREA EVENTS

Custer Senior Center Fundraiser



Cinnamon Roll Sale

We recommend calling the Center to order
cinnamon rolls ahead of your desired pickup
date. You may start picking up your rolls at
the Senior Center after 9am.

To call and place orders, please call

; (605)673-2708
=" |
, } .
[ | /:*7@’ Pickup
Foow Yy &1 Dates:
i Jan. 10th
Jan. 17th
Jan. 24th
Jan. 31st

538 Mt. Rushmore Rd. Custer, SD 57730

The 1881 Courthouse Museum Presents:
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X Lakota Art: Bead and Quillwork
by Ken Vogele

Saturday, February lst at 2 30pm

Custer County Historical Program
Pine Room at Custer Library

Join us for an engaging presentation that explores the
intricate beauty and cultural significance of Lakota
bead- and quillwork. Discover how these art forms have
evolved over time, with a captivating showcase of
historic and contemporary Native American art from
the Lakota people and other Native cultures.

This program offers a unique opportunity to
deepen your appreciation for Native artistry.




Open House hours:
Saturday, Feb. 1st, 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Monday, Feb. 3rd, 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Tuesday, Feb. 4th, 3:00pm - 6:00pm
Wednesday, Feb. 5th, 3:00pm - 6:00pm

The Cruisin' Canvas is opening an ART Studio where you can paint & create your own art on
canvas!! Please plan to stop by during the open house to say hello to Artertainer Tami & pick
up a class schedule.

Sign-up now for classes starting Friday, Feb. 7th... Tami's Friday afternoon ART Club for
Kids (ages 10 +up) is sure to fill up fast.

The Cruisin' Canvas Studio, 122 N. 6th St., Custer, welcomes you to be an active part of this
colorful, creative community!!

tTayve :3REA T o



with the
VEFW Post 3442 Auxiliary

721 Mt. Rushmore Rd, Custer

Enfoy good food with your fellow
weighbore and (ricnds

Sponsored by the following

Aspen+Pine Realty
Lampert Properties
Lewis Realty

Bradeen Real Estate & Auctions
Western Skies Real Estate
The Country Inn @ Three Forks, Hill City

The first Sunday of the month

February 2,
March 2 and April 6 E

8:00am - 12:30pm

Adults $15.00 Ages 8-16 $12.00 7 & Under Free




winter cvents za4-zo0 )

Visitor Center Hours: 9:00am - 4:00pm Daily

Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and Easter.

#
Free Snowshoe Rentals November - March * 2: s
Adult and youth sizes. Can be checked out up to 7 days.

Festival of Trees & ‘Caching Through the Snow Dec1-31

Local businesses, organizations, and clubs decorate trees and put them on display in the
Visitor Center. Additionally, the Visitor Center has GPS units and instructions on how to have
your own adventure of geocaching. Participants use GPS units to find “caches” outside.

Within each cache is part of a Christmas ornament. Find all of them to construct your own

. ]
ornament at the Visitor Center to take home. a®

First Day Hikes Jan1

Parks across the USA all join together in starting the new year off on the right foot. Multiple

hikes are offered every January 1st within Custer State Park. Whether you prefer a
challenging hike or a gentle stroll, we have a hike for you.

Valentine’s Weekend Wwe Feb 14-15

Valentine's Weekend: Enjoy a State Game Lodge dmner and "Mature’s Mating Game®. This

program is a cheeky adults only program all about how South Dakota’s wildlife choose mates
and reproduce. Join in on a Wildlife Loop Caravan or a Lover's Leap Snowshoe Hike. Contact
the State Game Lodge to purchase tickets (605) 255-4388.

Mar 22-23

Build a bluebird box for free to take home. Learn about the species of bluebirds

that live in Custer State Park, and possibly see an early arriving one too.
One bluebird house per family/group.

605.394.2693 custerstatepark@state.sd.us




Learn to Quilt Class

With Jody Tomac of

Our Quilty Things

Thursday, January 30, 5:15 - 8:15 pm
saturday, February 1, Noon =3 pm
Thursday, February &, 5:15 - 8:15 pm

saturday, February 8, Noon -3 pmi
[Plecse attend all 4 classes.)

Six seats available

Registration & instructor Fee - $99 + tax

[F-.'..'r.'illnrlr.:l supplies will ba needed.)

Classroom at the GQuilied Buffalo

757 MT Rushmore Bd, Custer, 5D

Please call or email with questions, to request a supplies list, and to
register.

Cur Quilty Things
07 744.8550
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FEBRUARY 2025 - EVENTS

Saturday, Feb 1=t - Breakfast 9:15 am
Laughing Waters Restaurant @ Crazy Horse Memorial
RSVP via email by Friday, 1.31.25

Thursday, Feb 20" - Meeting 12:00 pm
Custer County Courthouse Annex — Pine Room = “’5
=" -

Saturday, March 15t - Breakfast 9:15 am

Laughing Waters Restaurant @ Crazy Horse Memorial
RSVP via email by Friday, 2.28.25

Saturday, March 1%t - Custer Trade Show Booth
. Custer High School — 9 am - 3 pm
Erifs

x Email: ccsddp21info@gmail.com

( ’
ihq €7 Facebook: @custercountydemocratsofsouthdakota




Free Throw

Championship

February 2nd 1:00 pm
(Gym opens @12:00)
Custer High School Gymnasium
Boys and Girls Ages 9-14

Foundations in Personal Finance by Dave Ramsey



JOIN OUR FREE YOUTH FINANCIAL EDUCATION CLASS

5t. John the Baptist Catholic Church, in partnership with First Interstate Bank. is offering a
FREE class to help Grades 7-12 students build essential financial skills for life.

CUSTER & HILL CITY YOUTH,
WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD LEARN? GRADES 7-12
Budgeting: How to plan and manage
maoney wisely. @ 1:00 - 2:30 PM (90-MINUTE
Saving & Investing: Discover the power SESSIONS)
of compounding and setting financial
goals.
f&'ﬂ'ﬁiﬂiﬂﬂ DE"'JL-:.'L-l"fh}" s_ta':q'ing out of debt g WHERE: ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
is Icgy_ to financial _fre_ed:lgm. : CATHOLIC CHURCH
Retirement Planning: It's never too
early to think about a successful future!
EVERY OTHER SUNDAY
WHAT'S INCLUDED? f= STARTING FEBRUARY 2, 2025
DATES: FEB 2, FEB 16, MARCH 2,
FREE course materials from the MARCH 16, MARCH 30, APRIL &
“Foundations in Personal Finance®
program.
Engaging lessons presented by . .
members of the Custer business Commitment Required:
community and St. John parishioners. Attendance at 5 out of & sessions is mandatory.
+ FREE pizza at every session! If your child misses more than one session. a

$25 charge will be assessed for the cost of
materials,

All materials are developed by Dave Ramsey. a
personal finance expert and bestselling author ) ) L . .
who has been helping familles take control of Don't miss this incredible opportunity to

their finances for ower 30 years, prepare your child for financial success—for

FREE!

SPACES ARE LIMITED, SO SIGN UP TODAY!
Scan the QR code to sign up.

58, Jofn the BapitEst
LT[, I Yiarlmht Chureh

Custer County Republicans

The Custer County Republicans will meet on Tuesday, February 4, at 5:30 pm in the
m Pine Room of the Library Annex. Our speaker this month will be Faith Lewis of Lewis
Realtv and che will be givine e eame ctate of the real ectate market and ideac of what
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may come. Our meetings are open to anyone interested, and all Republicans are
encouraged to attend. Please RSVP to CCRepubs@goldenwest.net to get a headcount for food.

Check us out on Facebook at CusterCountySDRepublicans

Or online at https://www custercountyrepublicans.org/custer-sd-republicans




MEETING

THURSDAY

FEBRUARY
6TH

AT 6PM
AT THE PINE ROOM, CUSTER
COUNTY LIBRARY ANNEX

laﬁ;}u!‘n%rghiﬁclsurse

This program made
possible with funds from
r non-profit partner

PARKS §
5 ]

ONEER & EXPLBRATION 13 Sl 7% Year




CONCERT INTHE CAVE
| O R TR | [ CERTR T [ | C ] et | | [ R AT T A ¢

with
Artist in Residence Kory Reeder

Friday, February 7th, 2025 (Our 117th Birthday!)
40-minute Standing-room only concerts starting at
11:45 and 3:45

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior E
il

Jewel Cave -
National Monument

Call 605-673-8300 to
reserve your tickets
today. Limited
reservations and day-of
tickets available.

p bd 4

1\'.1




South Dakota Enhanced Conceal Carry Class

This is a One day Class
Saturday Feb. 8th 2025 9:00am to 4:30pm

The Enhanced Permit allows you carry in 38 states includ-
ing MN, NE, WI, NV, NH, WA, and SC
Class size is limited so register early.
For additional information or to register for the class you
can e-mail the instructor at echo.ft.sd@gmail.com, call the

shop at 605-673-3222 or e mail us
southernhillstactical(@gwtc.net

mluster T/ R NT Veterans



America

Thursday, February 13'", 2025
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

@
Custer City Masonic Lodge #66
220 N. 6™ St., Custer, SD 57730

Blood
Drive

Scan this QR Code to schedule a donation time

February
13t

Contact: Deb Streets at 605-517-1796 if you need help in scheduling.

About The American Legion:

The American Legion is the largest wartime veterans service organization with about 1.7 million
members in roughly 12,000 posts across the nation. Chartered by Congress in 1919, The
American Legion is committed to mentoring youth and sponsaring wholesome community
programes, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting a strong national security and
continued devotion to servicemembers and veterans.

If you would like to be a part of our Custer American Legion Post #46, please contact us at:
605-673-3930 or adjutant@custerlegionds.org. We are - Veterans Strengthening Americal

The Most Q‘m«ﬁic

Valenline 5 Evertt in The 4.



Experience a romantic stroll with your loved one, illuminated by the warm glow
of candles throughout the enchanting passages of Rushmore Cave.
Enjoy 4 delicious hors d’oeuvre & wine pairings throughout the cave while

being serenaded by live musicians. This is truly a one-of-kind experience.

Ticket also includes:

» Zipride for 2 under the stars

* Gunslinger 7D Interactive Movie/Ride for 2
* Couples Moonlight Mountain Coaster Ride

Hors d’oeuvres & Drinks by Powder House Restaurant

Feb. 14 & 15
2

. -9PM
@m LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE - GET YOURS TODAY!

susHMone {/USTT:,

CAVYE www.RushMtn.com ~ Mounm

RUSH MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE PARK
5 miles East of Keystone on Hwy 40 - 13622 Hwy 40 Keystone, SD 57751




SHERUMFS x BLACK HILLS PARKS B FORESTS ASSDCIATION

FILM SCREENING: WOMEN'S
ADVENTURE FILM TOUR

@ FARES B wioerness A\ CoA
FOHESTS VOLUNTEERS e CUSTER | 5D

Join BHPFA, SheJ 1 10, 82

oin , SheJumps anc k ;

Wilderness Volunteers for the 400 pm - 100 pim MT
Custer Beacon, Custer, SD

Grab a drink, enjoy delicious
appetizers, and relax in the cozy

Featuring inspiring short films
Dol J atmosphere of the Beacon.

highlighting the
and of
in the outdoors!

Timeline:

4:00 pm- Doors open

5:00 pm- Welcome and raffle!
5:00-6:45 pm- Women’s
Adventure Film Tour
6:45-7:00 pm-Wrap Up

Sponsored by a grant from the
Tonta Club of the Southern Black Hills

|EARLY
‘ LEARNER

3 Custer




< FAMILY RECOURCE FAIR

SATURDAY,MARCHS8
10:00AMTO 2:00 PM

QOUN
DESIGNED FOR FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN AGES ”oug[gy

0-8, BUT OPEN AND WELCOMING
\\'{ TO ALLWHO SUPPORT EARLY LEARNING AND

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT. [

JUNE 14,2025




Bike it like youmean it!

George S. Mickelson Trail

109 Miles - 1 Day

1/2 Century Ride: 49 miles
Registration is Open!
MickelsonTrailAffiliates.com

This event wouldn’t be possible without
our volunteers & sponsors! If your
business or organization is interested in
supporting The Big Mick, we'd
love to hear from you!

MickelsonTrailAffiliates@gmail.com
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Festiva
2025

6th and Washington
St in Custer,Sd

14-15 June 2025 @

Event is Juried and awards will be given

For more information

deepcreekart@yahoo.com | 312-505-4592

ANNOUNCEMENTS




Wedl‘lesc[ay- Suﬂ da Y
7:30am-7:30pm

(suest Jravorites

Crustless Quiche

Steak PBowl
ohe Melt (Burﬂer

1402 (I{l:ﬁeye

GOOD KARMA
JEWELRY
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SHOP ONLINE AT
WWW.ETSY.COM/SHOP/GOODKARMAJEWELRYSD

Feel like you're the only business
not relocating this Spring?

Well, don’t feel left out, here are some commercial



opportunities for you to grow your business!

Custer

1.5 acres just off of Hwy 16 close to
golf course. Level lot, utilities close and
high traffic area!

MLS 81403 $230,000

1100 sf on 6th Street-just one block of
central business district in Custer!
Remodeled. Can be retail or office!

MLS 82092 $325,000

Hill City

Remodeled Log Office/Retail Building in
Hill City. 1426 sf
Super-Duper high traffic areal
451 E Main St, Hill City
MLS 82641 $399,000

1 acre at Three Forks area in Hill City
Level lot and high traffic areal Ideal for
short term rental, office, winery, strip
center & more.

MLS 80978 $219,000

e

S
Aspen+Pine Realty &":
Andrea Ronning, Owner/Broker .
G05-51/-1M30
ASPEN+PINE

andrea@aspenandpinerealty.com
REALTTY
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Black Hills Bracelets Giftables B"““ “’,f,”
Gold

205157 5aill] O 52 5 S

Turqumse Conceal Carry Rings & White Buffalo

Jackets &’ Vests Earrings Jewelry

507 MT RUSHMORE RD. CUSTER, SD

10%



224 MAIN STREET
HILL CITY SD
WWW.JQCLOTHINGCO.COM

SOUSLEYS HILLBILLY
BAR-B-QUE



Wood fired slow smoked Ozark style ribs,
brisket, pulled pork, whole Hog and more.

CUSTER, SD (605) 360-2741

SUBMITA
REQUEST

FOR PAYROLL
SERVICES
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The Right Addition

to Your Team!

—

Our business accounting team will KETEL

sustain the everyday operational THORSTENSON

CPAs - ADVISORS

and accounting functions of your : )
Your Goals. Our Experts.

organization, allowing you to make
strategic business decisions and Rapid City + Spearfish + Gillette

focus on your customers. KTLLP.CPA

THE BLACK HILLS
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Now Open for the 2025 Season
it . Season 79 Company at the Black Hills Plavhouse!

For Immediate Release

SOUTH DAKOTA — The Black Hills Playhouse, a cornerstone of arts and culture in the Black Hillg, is thrillad
to announce that applications for seasonal employment and auditions for the 2025 season are now open. This
is your opportunity to be part of one of the longest-running summer stock theatres in the country, nestled in the
breathtaking beauty of Custer State Park.

Each year, the Black Hills Playhouse brings together a vibrant community of theatre professionals, students,
and enthusiasts to produce an exceptional season of live performances. Positions are available across a
variety of disciplines, including:

# Performance: Actors, singers, and dancers are encouraged to audition and showcase their talents on
the iconic Black Hills Playhouse stage.

& Technical Theatre and Design: Opportunities in scenic, lighting, costume, and sound design, as well
as backstage and technical crew roles,

¢ Administration and Support: Front-of-house, marketing. box office, and more.

Audition Details

Auditions are open to performers of all backgrounds and experience levels. You can choose to audition in
person at one of our regional audition locations or submit a video audition online. The Black Hills Playhouse
values diversity and inclusion and invites everyone with a passion for the performing arts to apply.

In-Person Audition + Tech Interview Locations and Dates:

« Audition cities include: Rapid City, 5D, Des Moines, 1A, Vermillion, SD. Macomb, IL, Cape Girardeau,
MO, and Memphis, TN.

= Dates by Location: January—February 2025 varied by location. Pleass visil oul websila for exact
dates.

Online Auditions
Can’t make it in person? Submit your video audition onling! Detailed instructions for onling submissions are
available at www.blackhillsplayvhouse comi'seasonal-employment.

Why Join the Black Hills Playhouse?
As a member of the Black Hills Playhouse team, you'll work alongside talented professionals in a collaborative

1

THE BLACK HILLS
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Black Hills Playhouse Jr. Camps Are Now Open For Registration

Register your student for a BHP Jr. Camp next summer!

For Immediate Release
SOUTH DAKOTA — Registration is now open for BHP Jr. Performing Arts Camps until June 1, 2025,
for sessions happening next summer. BHP Education will host two summer camps in 2025: one for 5th-
8th graders from July 6-12, and another for 8th-12th graders from July 13-19. All campers will have the
chance to learn and perform “Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr.”
BHP Jr. offers an inclusive and creative theatre experience that emphasizes lifelong learning and a deep
appreciation for the arts. Campers create lasting connections and friendships while benefiting from
passionate instructors. The camp takes place in the beautiful Black Hills Forest at Placerville Camp,
where participants enjoy the full sleep-away camp experience.
“From the moment they enter camp, we let kids know that it’s a safe environment and we accept them,
no matter what,” said Deb Workman, BHP Director of Education.
Students receive guidance and training from industry professionals. The program for grades 5-8 is
tailored to meet each camper at their skill level, enhancing their theatre experience and knowledge. The
8-12 program challenges campers to broaden their skills by delving into the creative process and moving
beyond the script.
To discover more about BHP Jr. Performing Arts Camps and to register your student today, visit

https://www.blackhillsplayhouse.com/camps or call 605-255-4141 for additional information.
#H##

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Erin Wegleitner or Deb Workman

edu@blackhillsplayhouse.com

605-255-4910

About the Black Hills Playhouse

The Black Hills Playhouse is committed to creating theatre that welcomes, celebrates, and promotes the human
experience in all its diversity. They seek to collaborate with, employ, share the stories of, and engage individuals of all
backgrounds and experiences to foster a healthy environment for opportunity and growth through the power of
performance art.

Custer State Park Announces Trail
Upgrades and Temporary Closures

Pierre, S.D.- The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks today announced the start of a significant trail upgrade
project aimed at enhancing the visitor experience and preserving the natural beauty of Custer State Park.

To facilitate these improvements, portions of the Sylvan Lake Shoreline Trail will be temporarily closed, while
the entire Sunday Gulch Trail will be closed starting September 9, 2024, and continue into the spring of
2025.

For more information about the trail upgrades or the Sylvan Lake Master Plan, please visit
custerstatepark.com or contact Lydia Austin atlydia.Austin@state.sd.us

NEWS FROM THE STATE
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wed., Jan. 22, 2025
CONTACT: Katlyn Svendsen, Global Public Relations & Content Services Senior Director

2024 Shows Growth for South Dakota’s Tourism Industry
PIERRE, S.D. — The tourism industry in South Dakota continues to thrive, with 2024 marking another year of record
growth and economic contributions statewide.

According to the annual study conducted by Tourism Economics, South Dakota welcomed 14.9 million visitors, an
increase of 1.4% over 2023. Those visitors spent $5.09 billion, an increase of 2.8% over 2023. James Hagen, the
Secretary of the Department of Tourism, announced the state’s success at the 2025 South Dakota Governor’s
Conference on Tourism.

“We are thrilled with the industry’s steady growth, and these accomplishments reflect our ongoing efforts to market
South Dakota across the globe,” said Hagen. “We will continue our strategic efforts to promote South Dakota as a
premier vacation destination.”

The tourism industry remains essential to South Dakota’s economy, providing an indispensable source of job creation
and household income to thousands. 58,824 jobs in South Dakota were supported by the tourism industry, generating
$2.24 billion of income for those families.

In 2024, tourism generated $398.7 million in state and local tax revenue. Tourism reduced the tax burden on South
Dakota households by $1,105.

“These numbers display the vital role that tourism plays in South Dakota and our local economies,” said Hagen. “We
are proud of the positive impact this industry has on our communities. Tourism in South Dakota creates jobs, generates
state and local revenue, and enhances the quality of life for all South Dakota residents — greatly contributing to the
strongest economy in America.”

As one of South Dakota’s leading industries, tourism fuels local business, and generates state and local tax revenue
while showcasing the state’s rich heritage, breathtaking landscapes, and vast outdoor offerings.

Travel South Dakota indicates that a strong fall season, an excellent pheasant hunting season, and a rebound in
international visitation, including visitors from Canada, contributed to 2024’s success.

To view the full 2024 Tourism Economics report, visit SDVisit.com.

The South Dakota Department of Tourism is comprised of Travel South Dakota and the South Dakota Arts Council. The
Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.
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MEDIA NOTES:

- KEY STATS
o Visitor spending reached $5.09 billion, an increase of 2.8% over 2023

014.9 million — number of visitors that came to South Dakota, an increase of 1.4% from 2023
~B 2 millinn — the niimhar of hotal room nicdhte hankead in 2024


https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=137b4a261b3928e6e7a8354b549275b37e404674e2b128a5e2a2956033d4df8b86e9da0bd28df591ddce0e4dabdb0c8fb673e7ac81eee8d3
mailto:katlyn.svendsen@travelsouthdakota.com?subject=
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=f9cf18eef43872926e7626f391a5e7da29135d31c2b6bf587512ab9ef967bc81a4383ef7c3aa541b9a90bdecc6d56910aeb261ed9a91d5bf
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08.7 million visitors to South Dakota’s state parks and 3.8 million visitors explored national parks in 2024

- All data reflects 2024 calendar year (January — November) numbers over 2023 unless otherwise noted.
- Sources: Tourism Economics, Longwoods International, Smith Travel Research, South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks
- Photos from this week’s tourism conference can be found here. Credit: Travel South Dakota

PRESS RELEASE

&385

Project Update

Friday, Jan.24, 2025
Construction Updates:

e Phase 1 construction is complete until summer 2025, when crews will place final surfacing.
Currently, there are approximately two miles of gravel and three miles of hard surface
between S.D. Highway 44 and the Pennington-Lawrence County Line.

e Phase 2 (south end of Pactola Dam to south end of Sheridan Lake) construction will take
place in 2025and 2026, with final surfacing scheduled for 2027. Phase 2 construction
operations currently involve off-road grading, tree clearing, and logging operations. The
contractor is using a pilot car and flaggers as needed from 7 a.m.to 6 p.m. MT on weekdays
and some Saturdays.



https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=f9cf18eef43872926cdad4cb7e615bba3820c4bec2969cca6aa518fa1919aacb9135195814daec4d666d6c2fc22fc2da64fbff78f0bf7622

View Construction Updates

[ ] construction Zone Reminders []
¢ Follow posted speed limits in construction zones.
¢ Be aware of flaggers and other construction workers in the construction area.

¢ [f you are following a pilot car, stay with the line, and do not stop or exit your vehicle in the project
area.

¢ |tis illegal to go beyond cones and barriers within construction zones even when the contractor is
not working.

Stay Connected

Take a moment now to share this email with neighbors, friends, coworkers, and anyone else who might
be interested in the U.S. Highway 385 Construction Project. Then encourage them to sign up for these
project email updates at https.//us-385.com.

A free text-in service is being used to communicate any major traffic changes. To subscribe, simply text
“US385” 10605-566-4041. Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

U.S. HIGHWAY 385
CONSTRUCTION

PENNINGTON-LAWRENCE COUNTY LINE TO SHERIDAN LAKE



https://us-385.com/project-updates/
https://us-385.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56677074cc50fcb5bd3708ac0&id=6559d95623&e=521654a283
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DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

HWY 385 ROUTING INITIATIVE

BH&B is sharing information related to the upcoming Hwy
385 infrastructure improvement project that will include
routing options and continuous business promotion. BH&B's
goal is to educate and to explain that this simple detour will
not prevent, nor should it discourage visitors from enjoying
their vacation in the Black Hills.

Visit Route Reimagined

A free text-in service is being used to communicate major
traffic changes.

To subscribe, simply text “US385” to 605-566-
4041.
Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.



https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/2qnfy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/ijofy4c
https://routereimagined.com/

Custer Senior Center

To educate every student
to his or her potential

January Information
Visit our Website

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

DON'T FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS,

CHASE THEM.
ﬁ___« C " -



https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/c4c1f53b-83c8-455c-9004-bf80bda92397.docx?rdr=true
https://secure.smore.com/n/1g52bu
https://secure.smore.com/n/1g52bu
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Food Service Manager - Outlaw Ranch is
looRing for a full time/year-round Food



Service Manager. Located off America Center
Road in Custer - we host year-round
meetings, retreats and gatherings. The Outlaw
Ranch Food Service Manager runs all aspects

of the summer camp and retreat season food
service program.
If interested, email outlaw@losd.org or call
605-673-4040 for full job description.EEO

PICTURE YOURSELF WORKING HERE.
CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL®

Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation in the
Black Hills of South Dakota 1s seeking an

Executive Assistant
{0 assist with its Central Office operations.




This position is full-time, hourly and year-round
at 40 hours per week. Compensation for this position
is competitive for the region, including medical,
dental, optical, and AFLAC insurances,

Paid Personal Leave, and a retirement plan,

Applicants may apply by submitting a
cover letter and resume to:

hria crazyhorse.org or apply orline at
CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL JOBS
or mail a cover letter and resume to:

Human Resources Director
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation
12151 Avenue of the Chiefs
Crazy Horse, SD 57730-8900
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= APPLYING FOR

i
SEAVICE

= NATIONAL PARK SERVICE JOBS

® STEPS ©

To apply for a job, there are 4 basic steps: RESU ME TI PS

e STEP 1: Create an Account on USAJOBSGOV

HELPFUL

* Make your resume includes your



a resume.
s Consider the Helpful Resume Tips.
s Note: Visit USAJOBS’ Help Center for
more information on Getting Started
o You do not need to create a USAJOBS
account to search for jobs, but you do to
create an account to apply for jobs.

STEP 2: Search Jobs

o Use the USAJOBS search feature to view
jobs filtered by position and location or
use the advanced search function search
with more filters like pay or grade-level.
Review job opportunity announcements
and save those of interest.
Carefully review the “Qualification and
Evaluation” section to determine whether
you could qualify for the position.

STEP 3: Apply For Jobs
o Carefully follow the instructions in the
“How to Apply” section for each job
announcement.
o Submit any supporting documentation to
verify your qualifications.
= | eaving out a required document may
result in you not being found eligible
and/or qualified.

e STEP 4: Manage Your Career

o Log into your USAJOBS account to obtain
application status for positions for which
you have applied.

Contact the agency for the specific follow-
up questions or those related to the
particular job.

The agency contact information is listed in
the “How to Apply” section of the job
dannouncement.

specialized experience as it relates to the
duties section of the job announcements in
USAJOBS.

Include hours of work or full-time/part-
time status for each job you include in the
work experience section on your resume.

* Make your resume searchable.

COMMON SUPPORTING

DOCUMENTS

College Transcripts

DD-214 (Certificate of Discharge)
Recent Performance Appraisals
SF-15 (App for Vet Preference)
SF-50s (Official Personnel Actions)
Vocational Certificates/Licenses

THE NPS HIRING

EXPERIENCE

Apply to a Job Announcement
Notification of Results sent to Candidate
Possible Invitation to Interview

If Selected, a Tentative Offer Letter
Completion of a Background Check

A Firm Offer Letter with a Start Date
Entrance on Duty

Successful Completion of a Probationary
Period (if not previously completed)

An Amazing Career with the NPS!

FOR QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT:

NATIONALRECRUITMENTTEAM@NPS.COV




CREW
NEEDED

Part time
Dishwashers!
Skogen Kitchen is hiring!
Tips plus hourly wage
(20Shr average)
Family Meal

Fun Atmosphere

Stop in to meet us!

«:‘ {r
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MOCCASIN SPRINGS

NATURAL MINERAL SFPA

HOT SPRINGS, SD
Hiring

Full Time Massage Therapists



-Great Wages
-Employee Membership

-Flexible Schedule

Contact: soakinhotsprings@gmail.com
605-745-7625

McGé4S

PROPANE
Family Owned & Operated Since 1939

Job Description: Delivery Driver
Job Description Summary:

The Delivery Driver successfully executes the delivery of propane gas to patron locations, while

rrrandng avesllasmd Fiisbarmar earars Ths Halbiusnr Deausr racas e 3 s Cansies W anssar
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Essential Functions:

Delivery of propane gas to customers as routed by dispatch.

COther duties as assigned (tank maintenance, assisting service department, basic vehicle maintenance),
Requirements:

Class B license with airbrakes and hazmat (X) endorsement

Education: High school diploma preferred

Willingness to learn company software and procedures

Physical:
Body Positions: Sitting, standing, driving, bending, crawling. climbing
Body Movements:  Sitting, standing, driving
Strength: Some lifting is required, up to 100 |bs

Working Conditions: Outside environment, driving and delivering in all weather conditions.

Travel: Daily travel to customer homes and business locations, other company Facilities, no avernights.

Hourly Rate: 524/ hr and up, DOE. Opportunities for overtime and advancement. Other compensation
includes health insurance, 401(k) match, and PTO,

Flease email your resume to stefany@mcgas. biz or call the office at 605-347-3811,

McGé4S

PROPANE
Family Owned & Operated Since 1938

Job Description: Service Technician

Job Description Summary:

The Service Technician executes the installation, repairing, and operation of company eguipment and
appliances, while providing excellent customer service. The Service Technician reports to the Service
Manager.



Essential Duties:

Tank delivery and setting.

Diagnose and salve customer problems,
Connect appliances.

Install furnaces and heaters.

Requirements:
Hazmat CDOL license.

Class B license with airbrakes.

High school diploma preferred.

At least 2 years of commercial driving experience preferred, but not required.
At least 2 years of maintenance/repair experience preferred, but not required.
Excellent problem-solving skills.

Attention to detail,

Ability to collaborate with others in the organization

Enthusiasm, communication skills, and a passion for safety.

Body Positions: 5itting, standing, driving, bending, crawling, climbing
Strength: Lifting up to 150 lbs

Waorking Conditions: Qutside environment

Travel: Dally travel to customer homes and business locations, as well as
other company facilities. No overnights.

Hourly Rate: $25-535 DOE

Please email your resume to stefany@mcgas. biz or call the office at 605-347-3811,

Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:

/545) &F
605-673-2244
800-992-9818

dmurray@custersd.com /custersd.com eﬁm&eft a’ﬁ ealmnm


https://custersd.com/help-wanted
mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
https://www.custersd.com/

Follow Us

Custer Area Chamber of Commerce | 615 Washington St. PO Box 5018 | Custer, SD
57730 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

@ Constant

Contact

Try email marketing for free today!
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