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CUSTER CONNECTIONS

Economic Impact of Visitors in South Dakota

The travel sector is an integral part of South Dakota’s economy. Visitors generate
significant economic benefits to households, businesses, and government, and

represents a critical driver of the State’s future. In 2024, the visitor economy generated
$8.1 billion in total business sales and supported 8.7% of all jobs in South Dakota.

2024 Fast Facts

14.9 million visitors traveled to and within South Dakota.
Visitors spent $5.09 billion, an increase of +2.8% from 2023.
GDP reached $3.7 billion, making up 5% of the state’s economy.
Tourism activity generated 17% of all state sales tax collections.
Tourism activity generated $398.7 million in state and local tax revenue.
58,824 jobs were supported by tourism activity.
Without the tourism industry, each SD household would pay an additional $1,105 in
taxes.

source: Economic Impact of Tourism in South Dakota, 2024 / Tourism Economics

https://sdvisit.com/research-reports/econ/2024-economic-impact-report
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MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES JANUARY 1
Effective January 1, 2025, South Dakota’s minimum wage for non-
tipped employees will be $11.50 per hour, up from $11.20 per hour

in calendar year 2024.
For tipped employees, the hourly minimum wage for calendar year

2025 will be no less than $5.75 per hour, up from $5.60 in calendar
year 2024.

With limited exceptions, South Dakota’s minimum wage applies
regardless of the age of the employee, the number of hours worked

each week, or length of employment. 
For more information, visit the DLR website.
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2025

​Board Of Directors

Amy Bailey - President

​Craig Reindl - Vice
President

Michelle Fischer -
Treasurer 

Carrie Moore- Secretary
 

Amanda Allcock
Corey Virtue

Keely Mahony
Miranda Boggs 
Ronni Calvird

Julie Jenniges - City
Liaison 

Mark Naugle - School
Liaison 

Lydia Austin - CSP
Liaison 

Jessica Noteboom - BID
Board Liaison

Congratulations to our new Board members and a BIG
thank you to Aaron Davis of Valhalla Legal, PLLC for
counting all the ballots.

http://info@custersd.com/


To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to bytes@custersd.com. Items
need to be received by Wednesdays at noon in order to be added to weekly Buffalo

Bytes. Thank you!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

February 17
Custer Chamber Office Closed

Presidents Day

February 20
Custer Dental Studio Mixer

141 N 5th St
5-7 PM

February 24- March 1

mailto:bytes@custersd.com
mailto:bytes@custersd.com


February 24- March 1
Custer Restaurant Week

March 1st
Custer Trade Show and Craft Fair

Custer School District Armory
527 Montgomery St

WEEKLY HUMOR

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS
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WELCOME

NEW MEMBERS!
555 Pro Books

A & B Business Solutions
CJR Painting

​Dave's Rock Shop
St John the Baptist Catholic Church

Black Hills Glass Restoration
Sleep Better South Dakota LLC



Black Hills Glass Restoration
Sleep Better South Dakota LLC

Our Quilty Things
​Gideons International- Southern Hills Camp

​Pain & Movement Solutions
​ZenBusiness

​Sweet Clover and Sage Salon
​Splish Splash Car, RV, and Dog Wash

​HR Matchbook
Custer Valley Efficiency Living
​Western Tire Chain, LLC
​John Boy's Texas BBQ LLC
​Edward Jones-Jared Slagle

​Rise- Custer
​DGR Engineering

Glen Erin Horse Camp
​Custer's Rendezvous
​Rapid Fire Protection

​Black Hills Bronco Adventures
​Sage Creek Grille

MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT

This week's membership spotlight is all about Andrea Ronning, ABR, Realtor, Broker/Owner
Aspen+Pine Realty, and her team! Here are words about what is happening for them.
"Aspen+Pine Realty is excited to welcome Aaron Kolbeck as the newest member of our team,
bringing fresh energy and expertise to serve our clients. Andrea Ronning, owner/broker of
Aspen+Pine Realty, demonstrates leadership in the real estate industry as the 2025 President-
Elect of the Mount Rushmore Area Association of Realtors and 2025 President of the Southern
Hills Realtors for Kids Board of Directors. Andrea will be inducted into the 2024 South Dakota
Realtors Political Action Committee Hall of Fame this February in Pierre. Aspen+Pine Realty
remains committed to excellence in service and community engagement—we love the Southern
Black Hills! We’ve also opened a Hot Springs satellite office…stop by 750 University Avenue! "
�Pic: Aaron Kolbeck, Andrea Ronning, Lisa Gaulke, and Jeff Alley previewing a new listing on a
cold winter day!



AREA EVENTS







Open House hours:
Saturday, Feb. 1st, 1:00pm - 4:00pm 
Monday, Feb. 3rd, 1:00pm - 4:00pm 
Tuesday, Feb. 4th, 3:00pm - 6:00pm 

Wednesday, Feb. 5th, 3:00pm - 6:00pm 

The Cruisin' Canvas is opening an ART Studio where you can paint & create your own art on
canvas!! Please plan to stop by during the open house to say hello to Artertainer Tami & pick
up a class schedule. 
Sign-up now for classes starting Friday, Feb. 7th... Tami's Friday afternoon ART Club for
Kids (ages 10 +up) is sure to fill up fast.

The Cruisin' Canvas Studio, 122 N. 6th St., Custer, welcomes you to be an active part of this
colorful, creative community!!
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Black Hills Playhouse Jr. Camps Are Now Open For Registration
Register your student for a BHP Jr. Camp next summer!

 
For Immediate Release

SOUTH DAKOTA — Registration is now open for BHP Jr. Performing Arts Camps until June 1, 2025,
for sessions happening next summer. BHP Education will host two summer camps in 2025: one for 5th-
8th graders from July 6-12, and another for 8th-12th graders from July 13-19. All campers will have the
chance to learn and perform “Disney’s The Little Mermaid Jr.”
BHP Jr. offers an inclusive and creative theatre experience that emphasizes lifelong learning and a deep
appreciation for the arts. Campers create lasting connections and friendships while benefiting from
passionate instructors. The camp takes place in the beautiful Black Hills Forest at Placerville Camp,
where participants enjoy the full sleep-away camp experience.
“From the moment they enter camp, we let kids know that it’s a safe environment and we accept them,
no matter what,” said Deb Workman, BHP Director of Education.
Students receive guidance and training from industry professionals. The program for grades 5-8 is
tailored to meet each camper at their skill level, enhancing their theatre experience and knowledge. The
8-12 program challenges campers to broaden their skills by delving into the creative process and moving
beyond the script.
To discover more about BHP Jr. Performing Arts Camps and to register your student today, visit
https://www.blackhillsplayhouse.com/camps or call 605-255-4141 for additional information.

###
FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Erin Wegleitner or Deb Workman
edu@blackhillsplayhouse.com
605-255-4910
 
 
 
About the Black Hills Playhouse
The Black Hills Playhouse is committed to creating theatre that welcomes, celebrates, and promotes the human
experience in all its diversity. They seek to collaborate with, employ, share the stories of, and engage individuals of all
backgrounds and experiences to foster a healthy environment for opportunity and growth through the power of
performance art.

Custer State Park Announces Trail
Upgrades and Temporary Closures

Pierre, S.D.- The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks today announced the start of a significant trail upgrade
project aimed at enhancing the visitor experience and preserving the natural beauty of Custer State Park.

 
To facilitate these improvements, portions of the Sylvan Lake Shoreline Trail will be temporarily closed, while
the entire Sunday Gulch Trail will be closed starting September 9, 2024, and continue into the spring of
2025.

For more information about the trail upgrades or the Sylvan Lake Master Plan, please visit
custerstatepark.com or contact Lydia Austin at Lydia.Austin@state.sd.us

NEWS FROM THE STATE

https://www.blackhillsplayhouse.com/camps
mailto:edu@blackhillsplayhouse.com
https://7ukf5liab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013QWl8Q_QUPUTgu5Kq9GTiphueRYhfs1R3JsX8MHQolVOzTILZk1p5Anv1TVnSOXknbOa-vS8fYc6t0DiytDROwt9LGXx-UKcGQC8HZPX4fosCw8MlwvjwOgSp-fCZ05o_SkAay0qkDMCfPr25mrPFECrFNA9hC_0F6FvAAdgHJuE9zmXfS39KgWp_gFdErL_l0_FrsyklD-Pv5EsfvFJQcpsaT5gHXortU5VQR7BuLqln0pX1YjfQrrVu2dGzaq5tq0cPEisaeFf9aq6nfv4jS39lunEtNtTuDFiOBTmevHfydDy-b1c8AR7Nrzfj6XPrr4-zp5EDlTgDc0kkisk4TIWBnQpG64k4xoVpOwCUy_33EgdZgHHkhgCMOM74jZHtE3z0DGkc4KUxUFA1YkhmnbKpvEgWs2dfjW7Ddfr4oJKj7RyzqSXo8mG4QdCrZjqW6QlsGFfFxakYlYuY1-jBDsIY1-DzlMyzBMr9P8Q0HkwS7DWVeMzv0hW22-7VE0huFI7FBK_IH-lPVDLf_mhwmNTgshKkEBAkC0Com9Pu3rnXeiVlV2_g3il8a8hed5QXTMVxWngi4aWvBPiEWm7P2ABsC9373PsEDsmAeSjwnyx2z1xxomQVH_Vejj2NWmw8fvsJVCffMDLy6VcuI9F17YAbmsl5Cmi5jEiEOFxqzglYnP2RAUcfeL_jY1FzTOoMbe8hBWcnHI=&c=vXx671g9YzrJVYOoRoU66otBUeUoTBFfYB1HjcKpLMKCHhQAhCbJEA==&ch=5p1-yVzxzRTpwAuuS6h75g00f0drPNmqOaWYEvOaJZvG6h-7eD6ZvQ==
mailto:Lydia.Austin@state.sd.us
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2024 Shows Growth for South Dakota’s Tourism Industry

PIERRE, S.D. – The tourism industry in South Dakota continues to thrive, with 2024 marking another year of record
growth and economic contributions statewide.

According to the annual study conducted by Tourism Economics, South Dakota welcomed 14.9 million visitors, an
increase of 1.4% over 2023. Those visitors spent $5.09 billion, an increase of 2.8% over 2023. James Hagen, the

Secretary of the Department of Tourism, announced the state’s success at the 2025 South Dakota Governor’s
Conference on Tourism.

“We are thrilled with the industry’s steady growth, and these accomplishments reflect our ongoing efforts to market
South Dakota across the globe,” said Hagen. “We will continue our strategic efforts to promote South Dakota as a

premier vacation destination.”
The tourism industry remains essential to South Dakota’s economy, providing an indispensable source of job creation
and household income to thousands. 58,824 jobs in South Dakota were supported by the tourism industry, generating

$2.24 billion of income for those families.
In 2024, tourism generated $398.7 million in state and local tax revenue. Tourism reduced the tax burden on South

Dakota households by $1,105.
“These numbers display the vital role that tourism plays in South Dakota and our local economies,” said Hagen. “We

are proud of the positive impact this industry has on our communities. Tourism in South Dakota creates jobs, generates
state and local revenue, and enhances the quality of life for all South Dakota residents – greatly contributing to the

strongest economy in America.”
As one of South Dakota’s leading industries, tourism fuels local business, and generates state and local tax revenue

while showcasing the state’s rich heritage, breathtaking landscapes, and vast outdoor offerings.
Travel South Dakota indicates that a strong fall season, an excellent pheasant hunting season, and a rebound in

international visitation, including visitors from Canada, contributed to 2024’s success.
To view the full 2024 Tourism Economics report, visit SDVisit.com.

The South Dakota Department of Tourism is comprised of Travel South Dakota and the South Dakota Arts Council. The
Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.
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MEDIA NOTES:
 

·    KEY STATS
o Visitor spending reached $5.09 billion, an increase of 2.8% over 2023

o14.9 million – number of visitors that came to South Dakota, an increase of 1.4% from 2023
o5.2 million – the number of hotel room nights booked in 2024

https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=137b4a261b3928e6e7a8354b549275b37e404674e2b128a5e2a2956033d4df8b86e9da0bd28df591ddce0e4dabdb0c8fb673e7ac81eee8d3
mailto:katlyn.svendsen@travelsouthdakota.com?subject=
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=f9cf18eef43872926e7626f391a5e7da29135d31c2b6bf587512ab9ef967bc81a4383ef7c3aa541b9a90bdecc6d56910aeb261ed9a91d5bf


o5.2 million – the number of hotel room nights booked in 2024
o8.7 million visitors to South Dakota’s state parks and 3.8 million visitors explored national parks in 2024

​·    All data reflects 2024 calendar year (January – November) numbers over 2023 unless otherwise noted.
·    Sources: Tourism Economics, Longwoods International, Smith Travel Research, South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks

·    Photos from this week’s tourism conference can be found here. Credit: Travel South Dakota
 

PRESS RELEASE

Project Update
Friday, Jan.24, 2025

Construction Updates:

Phase 1 construction is complete until summer 2025, when crews will place final surfacing.
Currently, there are approximately two miles of gravel and three miles of hard surface
between S.D. Highway 44 and the Pennington-Lawrence County Line.
Phase 2 (south end of Pactola Dam to south end of Sheridan Lake) construction will take
place in 2025and 2026, with final surfacing scheduled for 2027. Phase 2 construction
operations currently involve off-road grading, tree clearing, and logging operations. The
contractor is using a pilot car and flaggers as needed from 7 a.m.to 6 p.m. MT on weekdays
and some Saturdays.

https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=f9cf18eef43872926cdad4cb7e615bba3820c4bec2969cca6aa518fa1919aacb9135195814daec4d666d6c2fc22fc2da64fbff78f0bf7622


View Construction Updates

� Construction Zone Reminders �
Follow posted speed limits in construction zones.
Be aware of flaggers and other construction workers in the construction area.
If you are following a pilot car, stay with the line, and do not stop or exit your vehicle in the project
area.
It is illegal to go beyond cones and barriers within construction zones even when the contractor is
not working.

Stay Connected
Take a moment now to share this email with neighbors, friends, coworkers, and anyone else who might
be interested in the U.S. Highway 385 Construction Project. Then encourage them to sign up for these
project email updates at https://us-385.com.
A free text-in service is being used to communicate any major traffic changes. To subscribe, simply text
“US385” to605-566-4041. Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

https://us-385.com/project-updates/
https://us-385.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56677074cc50fcb5bd3708ac0&id=6559d95623&e=521654a283


  HWY 385 ROUTING INITIATIVE 

BH&B is sharing information related to the upcoming Hwy
385 infrastructure improvement project that will include
routing options and continuous business promotion. BH&B's
goal is to educate and to explain that this simple detour will
not prevent, nor should it discourage visitors from enjoying
their vacation in the Black Hills.

Visit Route Reimagined

A free text-in service is being used to communicate major
traffic changes.

To subscribe, simply text “US385” to 605-566-
4041.
​Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/2qnfy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/ijofy4c
https://routereimagined.com/


Custer Senior Center
January Activities

January Information

Visit our Website

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/c4c1f53b-83c8-455c-9004-bf80bda92397.docx?rdr=true
https://secure.smore.com/n/1g52bu
https://secure.smore.com/n/1g52bu


HELP WANTED















Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818

dmurray@custersd.com /custersd.com

https://custersd.com/help-wanted
mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
https://www.custersd.com/


Send Us An Email Visit our Website

Follow Us

    

Custer Area Chamber of Commerce | 615 Washington St. PO Box 5018 | Custer, SD
57730 US
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