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Our 2026 Old Time Country Fourth of July Celebration is just around the corner, taking place on
Saturday, July 4. We are looking forward to another memorable day celebrating our nation's independence
while honoring the military members, veterans, their auxiliaries, and first responders who have served our
country and communities.

This year's celebration is packed with activities for all ages, including the Kids' Parade, Patriots Parade,
Old Time Country Fair at the 1881 Courthouse Museum, Kids' Fair featuring inflatables, face painting,
Flag Ceremonies, and live entertainment, the VFW Welcome Home Street Dance, Patriots Alley with a
hot dog lunch sponsored by American Legion Auxiliary Unit #46, and the spectacular evening
fireworks display at Pageant Hill.

For a complete schedule of events, please visit the Custer Area Chamber of Commerce Facebook page or our
website at www.custersd.com.

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to everyone who sponsored the 2026 Fourth of July
Celebration and to those who generously donated toward this year's fireworks display. Your support helps
make this one of the Black Hills' premier Independence Day celebrations.

A heartfelt thank you also goes to the many volunteers who have donated their time to assist with the Kids'
Fair, parade, and other activities throughout the day. Community events like this would not be possible
without your dedication and generosity.

We would also like to recognize Rushmore Thunder CMA and the City of Custer for assisting during the
parades and the staff of Custer State Park for their help in preparing Pageant Hill for the evening fireworks.
A special thank you to the Custer Ambulance Service for providing medical coverage during the fireworks
display and helping keep everyone safe. We also extend our sincere appreciation to Mayor Bob Brown for
generously loaning his trailer and UTV, which were invaluable in helping transport equipment and support
the fireworks operation.

Finally, a very special thank you goes to the dedicated firefighters who once again help make the best
fireworks show in the Black Hills possible: Argyle Volunteer Fire Department, Fairburn Volunteer
Fire Department, Highlands Volunteer Fire Department, Pringle Volunteer Fire Department,
South Dakota Wildland Fire, and the Custer Volunteer Fire Department for providing fire trucks
and crews to support the event.

Thank you all for helping make Custer's Old Time Country Fourth of July Celebration a safe, patriotic, and
unforgettable experience for our residents and visitors alike.
﻿
We look forward to celebrating with you on July 4!

Happy Independence Day!

http://www.custersd.com/
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Dawn Murray
Executive Director

2026 EVENTS CALENDAR
A full list of 2026 events by the Chamber and

other organizations.

Click to download calendar

July 3rd-4th
4th of July Celebrations

July 17th- 19th
Gold Discovery Days

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/9c837b3c-26e9-4cf8-81ed-ebccf1e8f29f.pdf?rdr=true
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Printable Gold Discovery Days Sponsorship Form

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/f575cf5f-bd2a-424b-997a-765cf0e67698.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/f575cf5f-bd2a-424b-997a-765cf0e67698.pdf?rdr=true
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Follow Us on Facebook & Instagram

  

July 15th

https://www.facebook.com/custerchamber/
https://www.instagram.com/custersdchamber/
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Network Troubleshooting & Installtion LLC
John's Handyman Service

﻿The Black Hills Bakery- Gluten Free
﻿Black Hills Disc Golf Club
﻿Hobo's Healing Heart
﻿Black Hills Roofing

﻿Wolff's Plumbing & Heating
﻿Aardvark Pest Management
﻿Custer Reloading Center
﻿Fort Welikeit Campground

﻿Black Hills Sewer and Drain Solutions
﻿KND Accounting Solutions
Weather Tite Exteriors
﻿Black Hills Lifestyle Magazine﻿

Wild Spruce Market
Fly Badlands

﻿PDQ Specialty Products
﻿Xtreme Sports Simulators

The Christians Team-Broker Heath Shields
The Hills Finest-Bridal by Michelle
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Don't Panic, LLC

Membership Spotlight: Fly Badlands
Wall Municipal Airport, Wall SD

605.215.0640 – www.flybadlands.com – info@flybadlands.com

See the Badlands from the sky - in a real airplane!

Fly Badlands offers the best way to experience the Badlands - from above. Based out of Wall, our narrated scenic
flights give you stunning views you can’t get from the ground. We offer a one-of-a-kind opportunity for locals and
travelers alike to witness the breathtaking beauty of the Badlands from an entirely new viewpoint. Our immersive,
narrated air tours bring the region to life, blending captivating stories of its rich cultural roots, dramatic geological
formations, fossil beds, and vibrant natural history. Whether you’re a local who has driven through a hundred times,
or an explorer seeing the Badlands for the first time, we guarantee you’ll have an entirely new perspective by the time
we land.

At Fly Badlands, we offer more than just a quick ride. Flying by plane allows us to cover more of the park and truly
see the scale of this magnificent landscape.

Choose from our 40-minute, 60-minute flight adventures, Sunrise or Sunset flights, designed to highlight the most
dramatic features of Badlands National Park.

Traveling with family or a group? Ask about our family discounts. Call for a flight today!

http://www.flybadlands.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdVZyTkVNRnAyVDBCVW1yZHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6AzGL58MiiZr3a88QEiiIG1M6keEOrZpF2xA4hEeTAs0CMCyY8DXOx8SrLqA_aem_TLG4iS8tjSzkgv3VafmtrA
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We love shining a light on the amazing businesses that make our community great! ��
Would you like to see your business in the spotlight? 

Send a short write-up and a few photos to assistant@custersd.com — we can’t wait to feature YOU!
��

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email/edit/activity/019ea4cf-b92e-433a-ac2c-3081c0915aee#
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61550650950814
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SDVISIT.COM

Happy Fourth of July, Tourism Friends — and Happy 250th Birthday, America!
As I write my comments, the team and I are in the throes of final preparations for the July 3 Freedom 250
Fireworks Celebration at Mount Rushmore. In partnership with the National Park Service and Department
of Interior, we began working on this special event more than a year ago. After more meetings that we can
count, we are just about ready to showcase the nation’s Shrine of Democracy to households around the
globe. For all the latest information about the July 3 event, including temporary road closures and a
livestream link that will be available to all who want to tune in, please check out details at
SDVisit.com/Fireworks and TravelSouthDakota/RushmoreFireworks.
Because we are all very busy prepping for the celebration and you are busy hosting our visitors, here are
some quick updates for you:

During the Fourth of July holiday, visitors to your city, town, or attraction may be looking for things to
see and do, be sure and share our Stars & Stripes Passport with them. It contains many fun, historic
and patriotic stops throughout the state.
We are excited to debut a new feature in this Mile Marker called Research Spotlight. Every month, we
will use this new section of the newsletter to feature the latest travel and tourism research in very
digestible, easily understood bullet points. We hope this will help you stay in-the-know about the latest
data and sentiment from the traveling public.
The Travel South Dakota team and industry partners had a fantastic showing recently at IPW in Fort
Lauderdale, our nation’s largest international travel-trade show. Keep reading below for a quick
update on this successful effort.
Further down in the newsletter, you’ll see we are seeking your input about SDVisit.com, our industry
website. We are reviewing this website to make it even more helpful to you, so please help us by
participating in this very short survey.
The Governor’s Tourism Advisory Board will meet July 16 in Box Elder at THE BOX. The meeting will
begin at 8:30 a.m. MT, and we’d love to have you join us if you are in the area.

Okay, back to preparing for the Mount Rushmore fireworks!
We want to wish all of you a fun, safe and festive holiday as we mark this tremendous milestone in our
nation’s history. May your holiday be filled with pomp & pageantry. Cheers to the next 250 years! May God
bless you, The Mount Rushmore State, and the USA!
All our best,
Jim and Team

JUNE 2026
SDVISIT.COM
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GREAT FACE PROGRAM &
GREAT PLACE PROGRAM
With another busy summer in full swing, we wanted to send a quick reminder about the South Dakota Great Face Program
and the South Dakota Great Place Program.
These programs put a spotlight on the people and businesses that exemplify great service. We truly appreciate those who
consistently and continuously go above and beyond to help visitors at every opportunity, and here’s one way to let them
know.
South Dakota Great Face
Nominations must include:

Three (3) or more positive comments or feedback from customers regarding the nominee during January-September.
Positive comments from peers.
A testimonial from the manager or supervisor as to why they believe the nominee is worthy of the South Dakota Great
Face recognition.
Additional information regarding the nominee’s community involvement outside of work.
Completion of the Online Hospitality Training program or a hospitality training assigned by a supervisor during January-
September.

Great Face nominations must be submitted online no later than September 30.
For helpful strategies on how best to gather the necessary information for your nominations, we recommend watching the
recording of our recent Insider Session on the Great Face Program.
South Dakota Great Place
Applications must include:

Evidence of excellent customer service, including:
Current year visitor feedback and positive reviews.
A current employee recognition program. (The Great Face Program is a sufficient program.)
Participation in a hospitality training program. (The Online Hospitality Training program is sufficient for this
training.)

Examples of updates made to enhance the customer experience. This can include upgrades to your business,
welcome gifts for visitors, upgraded conference facilities, upgrades to lodging, flowers designed to welcome visitors,
etc.
Information about the business’ involvement in the local tourism industry and community.

The deadline for Great Place applications is also September 30 and the application(s) must be submitted online. Each Great
Place applicant who filled out the final page of the application will be automatically considered for the George S. Mickelson
Award, which is presented at the annual South Dakota Governor’s Conference on Tourism in January.
Go to SDVisit.com for more information. If you have any questions, contact Industry Training & Legislative Relations
Manager, Bailey Tysdal.
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TRAVEL SOUTH DAKOTA WINS TWO PRESTIGIOUS TELLY AWARDS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Thurs., June 18, 2026
CONTACT: Katlyn Svendsen, Global Public Relations & Content Services Senior Director, Travel South
Dakota, (605) 773-3301
PIERRE, S.D. – Travel South Dakota won two prestigious awards at the 2026 Telly Awards. Standing out
among over 13,000 global entries, Travel South Dakota, in partnership with Karsh Hagan and Matador
Network, earned the following awards:

Silver for “Into the Roundup,” Travel & Tourism – Series
Bronze for “Unexpected South Dakota,” Travel & Tourism – Campaigns

"Into the Roundup" is a five-episode video series spotlighting not only the annual Custer State Park Buffalo
Roundup, but also Western culture and the preservation efforts to protect one of North America’s most iconic
animals—the American bison. The series, produced in partnership with Karsh Hagan, offers a rare, immersive
look at South Dakota’s proud traditions.
"Unexpected South Dakota" is a three-episode series, produced in partnership with Matador Network,
highlighting the unexpected sights, sounds, and tastes of The Mount Rushmore State. With an emphasis on
preserving heritage, history, and the delicate balance of natural spaces, each episode shows viewers how to
experience South Dakota in new and meaningful ways.
Winning a Telly Award is a highly respected mark of excellence among peers, agencies, and brands. Founded
in 1979, The Telly Awards celebrate the best work created within television and across video for all screens.
Receiving more than 13,000 entries globally from six continents and all 50 states, Telly Award winners
represent work from some of the most respected advertising agencies, television stations, production
companies and publishers from around the world. Travel South Dakota’s work was selected by a judging body
of over 250 executives from television networks, production companies, global agencies, immersive content
studios, and streaming platforms around the world.
The South Dakota Department of Tourism is comprised of Travel South Dakota and the South Dakota Arts
Council. The Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.
-30-

Media Notes:
Each series can be accessed by clicking on the red links in the copy above or by clicking here for “Into the Roundup” and
here for “Unexpected South Dakota.”

mailto:Katlyn.Svendsen@travelsouthdakota.com?subject=Celebrate Forever 605 Day on June 5
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTF9AAwAAAAAAT6QWOaCVNxuE9SV3nRO2m80_D41dP0W67tqKuXK8djf9Rb7JNWYLmcBCfOAADUvG8U2azHherqWX6V2bt84I230XcqSvJK5QzHAnw
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTF9AAwAAAAAAT6QWOaDRBddus4EhNDchTHg2M2P-3s-Urxax2-Cn6NWJuudtI4nHY04SHKW6fAg83SUAq_B5UEgVlIWcGxzKgg3liJQu2LINo0Jpg
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTF9AAwAAAAAAT6QWOaEKAAY5-JB5648z7VmnX1kKf-Q2JGKSUr1mgNKDYBW1rit21od95_m-Gj0UMV-7pdAONSNKjVdWipH8VsyYw4i_EINzcEogA
https://click.email.travelsouthdakota.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5MTF9AAwAAAAAAT6QWOaFdjUyfxrapoEzlyFv6I9oqxYVrpcLDG08YNNFv0RLYtx-Kn0O_iuA2x9dA4781Po76zPI2OSMR92AfPXqRTROdaSssHwnNA
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Jewel Cave National Monument News Release
Release Date: July 2, 2026
For Immediate Release
Contact: Aimee Murillo / Chief of Interpretation/ aimee_murillo@nps.gov

Jewel Cave Hosts Blue Star Families Volunteer Group CUSTER, SD – Jewel Cave National Monument hosted
a volunteer project with Blue Star Families on Saturday, June 20. Blue Star Families worked with monument
staff to pick up trash in the monument’s Historic Area. Seven volunteers with Blue Star Families met at the
Jewel Cave visitor center and then hiked on the Canyons Trail to the Historic Area, where they spent nearly
two hours picking up multiple bags of trash – including nearly the entire front end of a car. While it was
forecasted to be a rainy day, fortunately the rain held off for the trash-pick up and hike, and afterwards the
volunteers were able to join a cave tour. Blue Star Families is the largest nonprofit serving and representing
military and veteran families. This nonprofit was founded in 2009 by military family members to empower
military families to connect with their civilian neighbors to create strong communities of support. The June
20 event was part of the “Military Families Outdoors” program. Military Families Outdoors, administered by
Defense Health Agency and the National Park Service, brings together the expertise of Blue Star Families, and
Wilderness Inquiry, to provide engaging outdoor wellness experiences for service members and military
families across the country. Jewel Cave National Monument appreciated this collaborative effort and working
with Blue Star Families.

Theatre 605 Black Hills Playhouse Presents 1776
Tickets are on Sale Now!

https://theatre605.org/black-hills-playhouse/current-season/1776-2/
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For Immediate Release

Black Hills, S.D. — Theatre 605 Black Hills Playhouse presents 1776, the award-winning musical about the signing of
the Declaration of Independence. 1776 opens June 28 and runs through July 12, featuring 15 performances, including a
special 4th of July Matinee.
It’s the summer of 1776, and the nation is ready to declare independence … if only our founding fathers can agree to do it! It’s
hot as hell in Philadelphia. The Revolutionary War is in full swing. John Adams, Ben Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson are
trying to convince the members of the Second Continental Congress to vote for independence from the shackles of British
tyranny. Treason is on the line. What will they do?!
A Meet & Greet Reception will be held after the 2:00 pm opening matinee. Audience members are invited to enjoy
refreshments and appetizers and to meet the cast and crew who bring this story to life.
A Pay-What-You-Can performance of 1776 will be held on June 27 at 7:30 pm. Plan to arrive early, as this is
expected to be a well-attended preview performance, and seating is first-come, first-served. Concessions available on site.
Click here for more information, or call the friendly box office staff at 605-255-4141.
Book by Peter Stone, Music & Lyrics by Sherman Edwards.
*Custer State Park passes are required and can be purchased in the snack bar.
**Rating: Musical • Kids 9+, some suggestive humor

 
###

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW:
Linda Anderson
Executive Director
605 939-5271
linda@theatre605.org

https://theatre605.org/black-hills-playhouse/current-season/1776-2/
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Project Update
Friday, June 26, 2026

Current Construction:
Construction activities are continuing in the U.S. Highway 385 construction area (Pactola Dam to
Calumet Road). Traffic is controlled by flaggers, and motorists can expect delays of up to 15 minutes on
weekdays and some Saturdays. Work generally occurs during daylight hours.

The contractor is monitoring for and repairing potholes as needed.

Blotter operations are underway. Currently, the driving surface within the construction area is a
combination of pavement, blotter (a hard, packed surface that resembles asphalt), and gravel. By the end
of July, blotter material with painted pavement markings (striping for lanes, etc.) will be fully installed
throughout the construction area, creating a uniform driving surface.

﻿
Additionally, oil is being applied to the blotter layer of the new road surface to help bind the material
and create a smoother, more durable roadway. While the oil is fresh, the surface may feel slick, so
drivers are encouraged to be cautious and allow additional stopping time, especially in wet conditions.
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Upcoming Construction:

﻿
Independence Day: Construction activities will not take place on Saturday, July 4, 2026.

Sturgis Rally: Construction activities will be paused starting on Wednesday, Aug. 5,
2026, and will resume on Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2026.

View Construction Updates

�� Construction Zone Reminders ��
Follow posted speed limits in construction zones.
Be aware of flaggers and other construction workers in the construction area.
If you are following a pilot car, stay with the line, and do not stop or exit your vehicle in the project area.
It is illegal to go beyond cones and barriers within construction zones even when the contractor is not
working.

Stay Connected
Take a moment now to share this email with neighbors, friends, coworkers, and anyone else who might be
interested in the U.S. Highway 385 Construction Project. Then encourage them to sign up for these project
email updates at https://us-385.com.
A free text-in service is being used to communicate any major traffic changes. To subscribe, simply text
“US385” to605-566-4041. Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

  HWY 385 ROUTING INITIATIVE 

BH&B is sharing information related to the upcoming Hwy 385
infrastructure improvement project that will include routing
options and continuous business promotion. BH&B's goal is to
educate and to explain that this simple detour will not prevent,
nor should it discourage visitors from enjoying their vacation in
the Black Hills.

Visit Route Reimagined

https://us-385.com/project-updates/
https://us-385.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=56677074cc50fcb5bd3708ac0&id=6559d95623&e=521654a283
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/2qnfy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/2qnfy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/ijofy4c
https://t.e2ma.net/click/izcthl/2eaxx2/ijofy4c
https://routereimagined.com/


Buffalo Bytes July 2, 2026

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Buffalo-Bytes-July-2--2026.html?soid=1116591913941&aid=dRkK96HBngM[7/2/2026 2:08:44 PM]

A free text-in service is being used to communicate major traffic
changes.
﻿
To subscribe, simply text “US385” to 605-566-
4041.
﻿Subscribers can unsubscribe at any time.

June Activities

https://files.constantcontact.com/5db701af301/7d355d4f-8a14-460a-91a9-0209da9cb2ba.pdf?rdr=true
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Schools Out For SUMMER!!
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Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

CHAMBER STAFF
 

Dawn Murray
Executive Director

dmurray@custersd.com
﻿

Fred Baumann
Information Associate

fbaumann@custersd.com

Lacey Curl
Office Assistant

assistant@custersd.com
 

Office Assistant
bytes@custersd.com

Joel Behlings
Information Associate

info@custersd.com

2026

﻿Board Of Directors
﻿

Craig Reindl - President

https://custersd.com/help-wanted
mailto:dmurray@custersd.com
mailto:fbaumann@custersd.com
http://bytes@custersd.com/
http://info@custersd.com/
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﻿Corey Virtue - Vice President

Michelle Fischer - Treasurer 

Carrie Moore- Secretary
 

Amanda Allcock
Amy Bailey

Miranda Boggs 
Ronni Calvird
Scott Eastman

﻿
﻿

Julie Jenniges - City Liaison 

Tim Frederick - School Liaison 

﻿Lydia Austin - CSP Liaison 

Jessica Noteboom - BID Board Liaison

Our Address:
615 Washington Street

Custer, SD 57730

Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818

﻿

 

 

Visit our Website

https://custersd.com/
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dmurray@custersd.com /custersd.com

Send Us An Email

Custer Area Chamber of Commerce | 615 Washington St. PO Box 5018 | Custer, SD
57730 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice
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