Minutes, Not Miles, From Adventure
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Bytes in correct formatting***

CUSTER CONNECTIONS
April is all about the planning and preparation for what the next 5 months hold
for the community and the chamber events. We have been busy in committee
meetings, planning sessions and finalizing our printing of maps and other
publications. Even with the events taking place around the world and the high
gas prices, everyone is still optimistic that this summer will be much like last
years, which was very good and extremely busy. Travel inquiries remain to be
strong and our visitor center is seeing an increase already over last year’s
numbers. Lastly, I put out a request a couple of weeks ago that we are creating
a call list of individuals that would like to help with this summer’s events. If
you are interested in volunteering on a committee or at one of our events, we
would like to hear from you. It can be a rewarding and enjoyable time and we
at the Chamber would be extremely grateful. Give us a call at 605-673-2244
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Mark your Calendar

April 7
Spring Fling
Laughing Water Restaurant at Crazy Horse Memorial
5:30-9:00pm

April 21
Chamber Mixer
Mt Rushmore Brewing Co.

Hosted by: Nielsen Enterprises, Craig Hindle Construction,
Southern Hills Title and Alpha Builders
5:00-7:00pm

April 30
Ribbon Cutting
Art Expressions
10:00am
Celebration of new location (17 N 5th St, Custer)

May 5
Lit Swap/ Attractions Meeting
Custer Beacon
1:00pm-4:00pm

May 12
Chamber Mixer
Lewis Realty
5:00pm-7:00pm

May 13
Ribbon Cutting
Stone Décor
3:30pm
Celebration of new location (503 Mt Rushmore Rd, Custer)

May 20-22
Tesla Rally

WEEKLY HUMOR

MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT
This week’s Membership Spotlight features new member A Monument Cab. We are excited to introduce Ray and his
business to you! Below are a few words from him.
I relocated from Richmond, Virginia during the pandemic. Governor Kristi Noem said, on Fox, “We wash our hands, we
respect each other’s distance and we’re open for business!” My bucket-list wish was to see Mount Rushmore. I
discovered Crazy Horse while working as a cab driver in Rapid City. I also discovered I could help campers,
breakdowns and last-minute plans of those who couldn’t find transportation for medical appointments through other

channels. I’ll answer 24/7/365 as able while driving, or will return your call ASAP! (signal depending). Reservations
preferred but not required. I’m the care provider for my 82 year-old mother and, as a solo outfit, work around her needs.
1st call, 1st served! I love to serve. I’m a veteran of USAF, Crew Chief T-38, artist, musician and love to cook for my
Mema! I fell in love with the history and the people who have made this their home here. There’s a spirit of God here,
like no other place I’ve been. I’m staying put – until called home by my Lord and Savior; or perhaps by you or someone
you know!

To have your business featured, please submit a short write up and a few photos to Dawn at
dmurray@custersd.com

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS
Reservations for our 2022 Spring Fling have closed, but you can still register for the Texas Holdem'
Tournament and take part in the Casino Night fun starting at 7:30pm.

Sign up to participate

This year's Attractions Meeting and Lit Swap will be held on May 5th at the Custer Beacon
from 1pm-4pm.
Please join us and share all the exciting things going on with your business this year! Be
sure to bring your brochures to share!
New this year- We are inviting all Chamber Members to bring their information to share, pick up 2022 printed
materials and listen to the presentations from the local attractions.

RSVP NOW!!!

2022 Custer City Magazines are here!
Stop into the Chamber Office to pick up your
copy and check out the digital version below.
VIEW THE GUIDE HERE
The digital version is also available on our
Website.

2022 Southern Hills Vacation Guides are
here!
Stop into the Chamber Office to pick up your copy
and check out the digital version below.
VIEW THE GUIDE HERE

The digital version is also available on our Website

Bill & Linda Young
NARFE
Custer Deli
Freedom Works, LLC
Signs Now
Overland America Corp
Kieffer Sanitation
Valhalla Legal, PLLC
WIN Home Inspection, Rapid City
Murray Auto Repair
The Cruisin' Canvas
Feel Good Cafe
EO Bungalows
Hillside Handyman
Stillwater Hospice

EXCITING OPPORTUNITY
The Black Hills National Forest continues to move forward with its
plans to open the Pactola Visitor Center along Hwy 385 near the
Pactola Reservoir. The Forest recently opened a vacancy
announcement through Volunteer.gov (link below). If you happen to
have opportunities to share this announcement with your teams,
organization members, former (retired) staff, local enthusiasts, and
other audiences related to public lands, it would be much
appreciated. We are trying our best to circulate the announcement
across the region and especially within our Gateway Communities.
The visitor center has not been open since the fall of 2019. We feel as
though the volunteer positions will allow for some wonderful visitor
engagement and create opportunities for the Forest to provide programs and activities for the traveling public. It
should be an exciting year … and a great way for some volunteers to interact with our collective guests.
www.volunteer.gov/s/volunteer-opportunity/a093d000000WhxeAAC/visitor-center-host

AREA EVENTS

BUILD DAKOTA BREAKFAST
Custer Area Economic Development Corp. is sponsoring an introduction to the Build Dakota Scholarship
program available through Western Dakota Tech. This will be held from 8:00 AM to 9:30 AM in the Pine
Room in Custer. Breakfast will be provided. The event is FREE and open to the public.
This Build Dakota Scholarship program connects students in a variety of technical fields to industry
partners. Businesses are provided with the opportunity to sponsor potential employees who are studying in
their field and committed to their industry. If a business sponsors a student, that business gets that student
as an intern/employee while they are in school. In return, the student gets a full scholarship. The student is
required to make a 2-year commitment to their field of study. The business pays a portion of the student’s
tuition while they are in school. WDT covers the rest. The business gets to interview and choose the
student. There is no commitment or obligation on the part of the business until an agreement is made with
the student.
Please RSVP by Monday April 4 to custeredc@gmail.com. For additional information or questions, please
contact Peg Ryan at 605-517-1664 or by email at peg@cityofcuster.com.

PIANO/ORGAN CONCERT—Sunday, April 10, 9:00-9:30 a.m.,
Lois Wells (organist) and Sharon Hansen (pianist) will perform
Easter keyboard duets, at the Custer Community Church.
Pat Walker is the narrator.

The music has been written by Tim Simonec, who has composed the musical settings for 80 Hollywood movies
and 25 television series. Simonec has also been a church organist since he was 12 years old.
The public is invited.

What: American Legion / Masonic Lodge Blood Drive
Date: Thursday 14 April 2022
Location: Custer Masonic Lodge
Time: 8:30 am until 5 pm.
Walk ins are welcome.

Rush Mountain Adventure Park, Home of Rushmore Cave is hosting a Spring Fling & Glow Egg Count on Easter
weekend; April 16 & 17, 2022 from 9am-5pm each day.
For this one-of-a-kind event, glowing eggs are hidden inside Rushmore Cave! On your cave tour, count all the
glowing eggs you can find for a chance to win the GRAND PRIZE! (The first 300 children are guaranteed a goodie
bag!) PLUS, face painting, outdoor games, and photos with the Easter Bunny are all included with the purchase of
a cave tour ticket, wristband, or season pass. In addition, the other Rush Mountain attractions: Rushmore Mountain
Coaster, 2-seated Zipline ride, & Gunslinger 7D interactive/virtual reality ride will be open and ready for memory
making fun!
For more information, check out https://www.rushmtn.com/events/spring-fling-glow-egg-hunt-easter-event/

Easter Sunrise Service
The tradition returns! This event
will be held April 17 at 7 am in the
Mount Rushmore National
Memorial Amphitheater and
hosted by Church of Keystone.
Following the service, pop on
over to the Carvers Cafe for
breakfast from 8 am - 11 am.

TICKETS GO ON SALE IN APRIL

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Black Hills National Forest is taking advantage of a nationwide recruiting effort to select a Recreation
Management Specialist GS-0301-9/11 position. This position will serve as an Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV)
Community Engagement Specialist within the Motorized Trail Program. The Forest envisions this position serving
as a critical member of the recreation team with the development and production of various communication(s) to
connect audiences to the overall program. This will include educational outreach, collaborative workshops with
partners, connecting volunteers with program staff, youth engagement, assisting with community events,
coordinating vendor permits, designing and producing a wide range of publications and multi-media, working
with Public Affairs on social media strategies, and an array of other opportunities for public engagement. The
position will include a mixture of office and field work, as well as offer opportunities for networking across
program areas and with surrounding communities, user groups, and agencies.
Over the past six months, the Forest has expanded the Motorized Trail Program with the addition of multiple
staff. This dynamic team is moving the program forward with excitement, and internal/external support is
focused on creating the program into a “best practices” for the agency. If you are searching for a challenging, yet
rewarding, position, we encourage you to consider the OHV Community Engagement Specialist position. Not only
is there an amazing amount of visionary work to be done, but the beautiful Black Hills offer a scenic backdrop for
anyone interested in outdoor recreation.
Recreation Management Specialist: Current Opening (April 6-19, 2022)
GIS Story Map (Positions): USFS Heritage & Recreation Jobs - Now Hiring 2022
NOTE: Use the map to zoom into South Dakota, specifically the Black Hills … as there are multiple positions
available on the Forest. When applying, please be advised to select Custer, South Dakota as your location
preference / consideration.

If you would like to know more about the position, please feel free to contact me at the address(es) and phone
numbers listed below.

Bradley Block
Recreation Program Manager
Forest Service
Black Hills National Forest, Supervisor's Office
p: 605-673-9239
f: 605-673-9350
bradley.block@usda.gov
1019 North 5th Street
Custer, SD 57730
www.fs.fed.us

Caring for the land and serving people

Get registered

Raffle Tickets now available at the Chamber Office!

NEWS FROM THE STATE
Department of Tourism
April 2022
SDVisit.com

Hello, Tourism Industry Members and Friends!
With visitor interest continuing to demand more authentic, experiential, off-the-beaten-path travel, agritourism was defined as a
niche area of development for the South Dakota Department of Tourism in 2017. In 2019, a niche travel survey reported that 85%
of consumers were interested in experiencing agritourism activities in South Dakota. Knowing that visitors are interested in this
niche, the Department of Tourism began talking with potential stakeholders about agritourism opportunities in South Dakota, but
liability seemed to be a consistent barrier for many. To address this, the department brought together a workgroup to review ways to
strengthen agritourism laws in our state to spur further growth of agritourism.
First, we needed to clearly define agritourism. As we began drafting a bill for the 2022 legislative session, we knew the very first
order of business needed to be cleaning up the current language in statute and providing a clear and consistent definition of
agritourism activities. Through Senate Bill 135 (SB 135) an agritourism activity is defined as any activity carried out on a farm, on
a ranch, or in a forest that allows members of the public, for recreation, entertainment, or education purposes, to view or participate
in agricultural activities, including farming, ranching, historical, cultural, harvest-your-own, or nature-based activities and
attractions. An activity is not an agritourism activity if the participant is paid to participate in the activity.
Next, we knew our liability laws in South Dakota were strong, but they only applied to agritourism operators that did not charge a
fee. This meant agritourism operators that charged a fee for participation were required to provide a higher duty of care. The
changes proposed through SB 135 provide an added layer of protection by creating an exemption for agritourism operators that
charged a fee while still protecting consumers from the risk of gross negligence by the landowner.
One of the more significant changes the bill proposed was to add a new section to law requiring commercial agritourism activity
operators, in other words those that charge a fee for participation, to post signage and maintain a written agreement with
participants. The language for both is specified in the bill, under section 7.
Not only did SB 135 receive overwhelming support, we also succeeded in providing the protection our agritourism partners need in
order to provide ranch and farm experiences that are such a special part of our state’s heritage. Governor Kristi Noem signed SB
135 into law on March 2, 2022. The law will become effective on July 1, 2022.
For more information on SB 135 and the agritourism liability workgroup visit SDVisit.com. To learn more about agritourism
opportunities in South Dakota contact the Department’s Industry Outreach & Development Representative and Agritourism
Manager, Jacey Ellsworth, at Jacey.Ellsworth@TravelSouthDakota.com. We can’t wait to see how agritourism ventures grow in
the years to come as a result of this bill.
All our best,
Jim and Team

Department of Tourism
March 2022
SDVisit.com

2022 SPRING HOSPITALITY TRAINING
Hello, Tourism Friends!
The Department of Tourism will be hosting one of the world’s most sought-after business humorists, Christine Cashen, for the
2022 Spring Hospitality Training. Christine will travel across South Dakota during National Travel & Tourism Week (May 1-7),
sharing her message of front-line hospitality in seven communities. There is no cost to attend any of the sessions.
Carpe Chaos: How to Get Along, Get it Done, and Have More FUN!
Seize the chaos! Life is messy. Change happens. There is never enough time. Lean into your life! It doesn't matter what happens to
you. What does matter is your response. It is time to Carpe Chaos! Seize your time, seize your energy, and take responsibility for
your own emotional state. Develop a culture of understanding, respect, and true teamwork. Audience takeaways:
• How to create a better day with more energy.
• Integrate personality styles for less conflict.
• Get creative problem-solving techniques.
• Discover how to have less stress and increase morale.
Join Christine for strategies to achieve the best in your personal and professional life. You'll leave feeling charged up, motivated
and excited to get back out there and work your magic.
If Christine will not be visiting your community, you are welcome to join us at any of the seven sessions! Anyone involved with a
business relevant to the tourism industry is encouraged to attend the free trainings. The department hopes all business owners and
managers will encourage their front-line employees to attend these sessions, which are specifically designed for them.

SCHEDULE
Keystone - Monday, May 2nd, 8:30-10:30 a.m. (Mountain) - K Bar S Lodge
Sturgis - Monday, May 2nd, 2-4 p.m. (Mountain) - The Sturgis Community Center
Rapid City - Tuesday, May 3rd, 8:30-10:30 a.m. (Mountain) - The Monument, LaCroix Hall
Pierre - Tuesday, May 3rd, 2:30-4:30 p.m. (Central) - RedRossa Italian Grille, Highlands Ballroom
Aberdeen - Wednesday, May 4th, 8:30-10:30 a.m. (Central) - Aberdeen Community Theatre, small theatre
Sioux Falls - Wednesday, May 4th, 2:30-4:30 p.m. (Central) - Holiday Inn City Centre, Starlite Room
Brookings - Thursday, May 5th, 10 a.m.-noon (Central) - Swiftel Center, Daktronics Room CD
If you have any questions about the Spring Hospitality Training, please feel free to contact the Department of Tourism’s Industry
Training & Legislative Relations Manager, Bailey Carlsen, at Bailey.Carlsen@TravelSouthDakota.com or visit SDVisit.com.
All our Best,
Jim and Team
Jim Hagen
Secretary of Tourism

PRESS RELEASES

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for April Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

HELP WANTED
Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:
Miner’s Cup is looking to add a part-time
Window/Barista Assistant to our team May through
October! The shift requires early mornings (6:00 am 2:30 pm), weekdays, weekends and holidays in the
summer. This position is not for students currently in
school; we need this position to stay filled and available
Monday-Thursday after our student employees go back to
school. This part-time position assists the Baristas by
helping customers at the windows, taking their orders,
providing outstanding customer service, running the cash
register, stocking, cleaning (including hand washing

dishes), sweeping floors, mopping floors and performing
opening and closing duties.
You can apply on our website at www.minerscup.com,
send your resume to minerscup@gmail.com, on our
Facebook page or pick up an application at Miner's Cup
1021 Mt. Rushmore Rd, Custer.

We are looking for individuals with construction labor
experience and/or concrete experience. We have FullTime Year-Round and Seasonal positions with
Competitive Wages, Overtime Pay, Weekly Bonuses
and Company Apparel!! Full-Time Year-Round
position Benefits include Health Insurance, 401k with a
Company Match, Paid Time Off and Paid Holidays.
You can apply on our website at www.rocksolidsd.com,
send your resume to rocksolidsd@gmail.com, on our
Facebook page, call 605-673-3059 or pick up an
application at Miner's Cup 1021 Mt. Rushmore Rd,
Custer.

Pacer Minerals has job
openings for Mining
Operators and Production Baggers.
Contact Tami at

(605) 673-4419 x 215 or tami@pacerminerals.com

Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website

Send Us An Email
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