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CUSTER CONNECTIONS
It has been a busy summer for us!
In August we prepared for Custer Cruisin’, Lean Horse 100, Crazy days and the Community-Wide Rummage
Sale. We had 13 businesses participate in Crazy Days this year and over 60 rummage sales on our map! For other
events that we aren’t directly involved in planning, we donate Custer Cash. Each participant in the Custer Cruisin’
Mayor’s Ride and each runner in the Lean Horse 100 received $10 in Custer Cash. As a reminder, Custer Cash can
only be spent at businesses in Custer, and specifically those Chamber members who participate in the program.
There are several events that are coming up in September that we are preparing for right now. On September 2
there will be several hundred Mustangs coming through Custer. The Chamber has been a stop on their Poker Run
for several years now, and we give each driver $10 in Custer Cash. Because most of them know they’ll be
receiving the Custer Cash, they usually come right at lunchtime.
On September 4th the annual Studebaker Car Show that takes place on 6 th Street near our office. We are a little
more involved with the planning of this event since it’s right next to our office, and we also give them Custer
Cash. (Note that 6th street from Mt Rushmore Road to Washington Street AND the chamber parking lot will be
closed on that Sunday).
The Mickelson Trail Trek starts in Custer on September 16th and 17th . The Chamber will have a welcome reception
for them at Mt. Rushmore Brewing Co on September 15th and will provide breakfast for them on the 16 th and
17th . Each participant receives $10 in Mickelson Trail Cash which is similar to Custer Cash but can be spent at
ANY business in Custer and Hill City. I want to point out that it’s pretty special that for a three-day event, Custer is
the starting point for two of those days.

And finally, our Fall Festival will take place on October 1 st. There’s still a lot of planning to be done for this event,
but we’re making progress! Don’t forget to reach out if you want your business to be in the Scarecrow Scavenger
Hunt and/or if you want to decorate a scarecrow for outside of your building. And of course, we’d LOVE for you
or your organization/business to host an event that day!
In addition to the Custer Cash that is purchased throughout the year, the Chamber also gives away a significant
amount of it for events. We believe that this is important because it encourages people to shop local. We can’t
guarantee that those people will spend more than the $10, but we’re hoping that after a great experience here,
they’ll tell their friends and family about Custer!
Even though it seems like summer is almost over, we still have a busy month coming up. Many people will come
through town in the next several weeks. Let’s show them some great Custer hospitality and blow them away with
our excellent customer service!!

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
The South Dakota Department of Transportation (SDDOT) will be constructing
a portion of U.S. Highway 385 between the Pennington-Lawrence county line
and the south end of Sheridan Lake, tentatively planning to begin work late
2023. There are anticipated closures on the south segment of the project and
SDDOT is seeking stakeholder feedback to minimize disruption. The proposed
four timeline options mentioned below and further details on each can be found
by clicking on the presentation here.
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The SDDOT is asking that input be shared at us-385.com/focusgroup/ and
completed by August 26, 2022.
Please take a moment to provide your input.
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Any questions can be sent to Rich Zacher with SDDOT at
Rich.Zacher@state.sd.us.
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To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to Amy:
abrazell@custersd.com. Items need to be received by Wednesdays at noon in
order to be added to weekly Buffalo Bytes. Thank you!
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

September 4
Studebaker Car Show

September 16-18
Mickelson Trail Trek
(Begins in Custer)

September 30-October 1
29th Buffalo Roundup Arts Festival

September 30
57th Annual Govenor's Buffalo Roundup

October 1
2nd Annual Custer Fall Festival

WEEKLY HUMOR

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
To have your business featured in our Member Spotlight, please contact Amy
Brazell at abrazell@custersd.com

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS

1. Don & Karen Kraus
2. Colleen Hennessy & Jim Frank
3. Claw Antler and Hide Inc
4. Purple Pie Place
5. VFW Post #3442
6. LFC Veterinary Service LLC
7. Southern Hills Title, Inc
8. Custer Area Arts Council
9. Deep Creek Gallery
10. Chalet Motel
11. U.S. Forest Service - Black Hills National Forest
12. Star Ridge Advertisments
13. Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
14. McDonald Chiropractic PC

Edward Jones, Marc Koch
Wind Cave Storage, LLC

French Creek Tree Fellers, LLC
BreakFaster
The Kleemann House
21 Electric, LLC
An English Touch Day Spa
Gold Rush E-Bike
Frontier Photo

AREA EVENTS

Get Registered

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Raffle Tickets now available at the Chamber Office!

NEWS FROM THE STATE

SOUTH DAKOTA GREAT PLACE PROGRAM
Hello, Industry Friends!

Many in our industry are familiar with our former Great Service Star program. As part of this program, past
designees received a plaque, and each year your business received a Great Service Star designation, you would
receive a tab to add to your plaque. In 2020 the South Dakota Department of Tourism revamped the Great Service
Star program into what is the South Dakota Great Place program. Now, instead of a plaque, businesses receive a
branded window cling for display at the front entrance of their business or attraction designating them a South
Dakota Great Place.
Great service is extremely important to the South Dakota Department of Tourism, and we want to continue putting
a spotlight on the businesses that exemplify great service. We value and appreciate the businesses that consistently
put people first, continuously go above and beyond, and help visitors at every opportunity. The main difference in
the program is that we’ve changed its name, stopped utilizing the plaques, and adjusted application requirements.
For more information on these changes and how to apply, visit SDVisit.com. The deadline for applications is
October 15, and as always, each designee will be automatically considered for the George S. Mickelson Award
given annually at the South Dakota Governor’s Conference on Tourism.
If you have any questions, contact the department’s Industry Training & Legislative Relations Manager Bailey
Carlsen at Bailey.Carlsen@TravelSouthDakota.com or visit SDVisit.com.
All our best,
Jim and Team
James Hagen
Secretary of Tourism

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wed., August 24, 2022
CONTACT: Katlyn Svendsen, Global Media & Public Relations Director, South Dakota Department of Tourism, 605-773-3301
South Dakota Department of Tourism Launches State of Create Passport Highlighting Arts & Culture
PIERRE, S.D. – The South Dakota Department of Tourism, in partnership with the South Dakota Arts Council, has announced the
launch of the free State of Create mobile-exclusive passport highlighting arts and culture across the state.
The State of Create passport comes as the second of a series of passports launched by the Department of Tourism to encourage
users to experience rural, off-the-beaten path, or local attractions across the state. This passport focuses on the arts scene in South
Dakota including festivals, sculptures, historic theaters, galleries and more.
Passport users can win prizes for their participation in the program.
"Following the success of our first passport program, South Dakota Great Finds, we are eager to launch this second series focused
on the state's vast arts and cultural scene," said Jim Hagen, Secretary of the Department of Tourism. "This passport highlights so
many fantastic locations across the state. We are excited to introduce visitors to arts-related places and events they may not have
previously known about."
The pass can be accessed on TravelSouthDakota.com and delivered to users' mobile devices, with no app download necessary. The
program is free and available to residents and visitors alike.
To facilitate the program, the Department of Tourism partnered with a technology company called Bandwango. Bandwango has
successfully launched successful gamified check-in programs with destinations across the United States and Canada.
The South Dakota Department of Tourism is comprised of Tourism and the South Dakota Arts Council. The department is led by
Secretary James D. Hagen.
-30Media Notes:
The State of Create pass mobile site can be accessed here:
https://www.travelsouthdakota.com/south-dakota-state-of-create
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PRESS RELEASES

Crazy Horse Memorial®: The Indian Museum of North America® at Crazy Horse
Memorial® announces the Call to Artists 2023!
August 24, 2022 – CRAZY HORSE, SD
The Indian Museum of North America® at Crazy Horse Memorial® began its annual call to artists last
week by opening the Cultural Programs applications for the 2023 season. Native American artists,
performers, and culture bearers looking for opportunities to exhibit, enhance, and share their artistic
talents and cultural knowledge are encouraged to apply.
Applications are available for five programs: Artist in Residence, Living Treasures Indian Arts Cultural
Exchange, Gift from Mother Earth Art Show and Sale, daily and special event Native American
Performers and Storytellers, and the Talking Circle Speaker Series.
From May through September, Crazy Horse Memorial offers a unique venue for Cultural Program
participants to share living culture with an international audience in the Black Hills of South Dakota.
Many of the programs provide a stipend and meals with the possibility of travel and lodging assistance.
Programs are available for enrolled tribal members of the indigenous peoples of North America.
The Indian Museum of North America welcomed over 100 Cultural Programs participants in 2022 who
shared their knowledge and culture to hundreds of thousands of visitors.
To apply, applications and more program information can be found at
https://crazyhorsememorial.org/visit/special-events/.
For more information, please visit www.crazyhorse.org and follow The Indian Museum of North
America® on all social media or contact Travis Dewes, Cultural Programs Manager at
culturalprograms@crazyhorse.org or phone 605-673-4681.
For any questions or general information about the Crazy Horse Memorial, please contact Amanda
Allcock at 605-673-4681 or email her at Amanda.Allcock@crazyhorse.org.
Don't forget us on the web! You can visit or follow us at:
www.crazyhorse.org
The Crazy Horse Memorial® official page on Facebook
The Indian Museum of North America of Crazy Horse on Facebook
The Crazy Horse Memorial® official page on Instagram
The Indian Museum of North America official page on Instagram.
About Crazy Horse Memorial
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation’s mission is to honor, protect, and preserve the culture, traditions,
and living heritage of the Indians of North America. The Memorial fulfills its mission by continuing the
progress on the world’s largest mountain sculpture, acting as a repository for Native American artifacts,

arts and crafts through THE INDIAN MUSEUM OF NORTH AMERICA® and THE NATIVE AMERICAN
EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL CENTER®; by establishing and operating THE INDIAN UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH AMERICA®, and when practical, a medical training center for American Indians.

Playhouse Road Temporarily Closed Due to
Road Construction
PIERRE, S.D. – South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) announced that beginning Tuesday, May 31, Playhouse Road
in Custer State Park will be completely closed from the junction of Hwy 16A (Iron Mountain Road) to Center Lake. The
road will receive a total reconstruction starting at the eastern state park boundary to the entrance of Center Lake.
The contractor anticipates having the project completed and the road reopened to traffic by mid-September.
Center Lake and the Black Hills Playhouse will remain open and be accessible to the public via Highway 87 (Needles
Hwy).
For additional information, please contact Custer State Park at custerstatepark@state.sd.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation
Amanda Allcock
605-673-4681
Amanda.Allcock@crazyhorse.org

Crazy Horse Memorial®: Memorial Day kicks off the 2022 Cultural Programming
season
May 23rd, 2022 – CRAZY HORSE, SD
The 2022 Cultural Programs at Crazy Horse Memorial® officially kicks off Memorial Day weekend,
welcoming over 100 artists and culture bearers who will bring educational material to the Memorial’s
summer guests!
Friday, May 27th ushers in the first of our Daily Performances on the Veranda Stage with Starr Chief
Eagle, Lakota artist and hoop dancer extraordinaire. Daily Performances feature many different cultures
and artistic expressions that include traditional and contemporary song, dance, and storytelling. Each
performance lasts about 45 minutes and take place daily at 11:30, 1:30, and 4:30 until Sept 30th amounting to nearly 400 seasonal performances!
Also beginning that Friday is the unique cultural program, Mahkoche Kin (“The Land,” in Lakota) - an
educational walk with Darrell Red Cloud on select Fridays at 10AM and 2PM. A one-of-a-kind
opportunity to see the Black Hills through a Lakota perspective, Mahkoche Kin takes visitors on an hourlong walk around the grounds of Crazy Horse Memorial®. During three stops along the program, Darrell
will present about plants and animals, why the Black Hills are sacred and why the Memorial is here, and
the land as a home. At the last stop, visitors will have a chance to volunteer in assisting Memorial staff in
constructing an authentic tipi. Mahkoche Kin takes place on May 27, June 10, June 24, July 8, July 22,
August 12, August 26, and September 23 (weather permitting).
And last but not least, the evening of May 27th is the first night of our celebrated Legends in Light®
(nightly) laser light show, starting at 9:30PM!

On May 29th, Crazy Horse Memorial® will welcome Aaron White, the first Living Treasures artist of 2022
who will spend the week teaching visitors how to make their own river cane flute. Additionally that day,
Tony Duncan, world-renown hoop dancer and flute player, will be teaching visitors how to hoop dance.
The day will culminate in a special performance by the Duncan Family that evening at 6:30PM.
Living Treasures welcomes master artists to teach their craft to visitors. Visitors are encouraged to stop
by the Native American Educational and Cultural Center® for 60-90 minutes to learn the hands-on
activity while an artist is present. The Living Treasures program dates and activities are as follows: May
29-June 4 (river cane flutes), July 3-July 9 (dreamcatchers), July 31-August 6 (medicine bags),
September 4-September 10 (birch bark ornaments), and October 2-October 10 (miniature dance sticks
and shields).
Special Performances take place on select dates throughout the year and showcase numerous North
American cultures through large scale productions.
All programming is included with admission to the Memorial and each activity is modeled to be
completed within 60-90 minutes. A full list of programs for 2022 can be found at Crazy Horse Memorial
Special Events.
For more information, please visit www.crazyhorse.org and follow The Indian Museum of North
America® on all social media or contact Travis Dewes, Cultural Programs Manager,
culturalprograms@crazyhorse.org, phone 605-673-4681, ext. 286.
For any general questions or information about the Crazy Horse Memorial, contact Amanda Allcock
at 605-673-4681 or email her at Amanda.Allcock@crazyhorse.org.
Don't forget us on the web! You can visit or follow us at:
www.crazyhorse.org
The Crazy Horse Memorial® official page on Facebook
The Indian Museum of North America of Crazy Horse on Facebook
The Crazy Horse Memorial® official page on Instagram
The Indian Museum of North America official page on Instagram.
About Crazy Horse Memorial
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation’s mission is to honor, protect, and preserve the culture, traditions,
and living heritage of the Indians of North America. The Memorial fulfills its mission by continuing the
progress on the world’s largest mountain sculpture, acting as a repository for Native American artifacts,
arts and crafts through THE INDIAN MUSEUM OF NORTH AMERICA® and THE NATIVE AMERICAN
EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL CENTER®; by establishing and operating THE INDIAN UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH AMERICA®, and when practical, a medical training center for American Indians.

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for August Schedule

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

HELP WANTED

Black Hills Program Coordinator (Full-time, Rapid City)
The Helpline Center is hiring a Black Hills Program Coordinator.
The Black Hills Program Coordinator is responsible for the programming
and operations of the Volunteer Connections program other related
programs in the Black Hills.
This individual will serve as a clearinghouse for volunteer referrals, provide consultation and support to
community agency volunteer managers, and serve as a community resource/advocate for volunteer issues. They
will assist with fund development and public relations to sustain Helpline Center programs in the Black Hills. As
well as provide support to 988, 211 and Suicide Prevention programs.
Job Requirements:
- Bachelor’s degree. Experience with social service agencies/community services/volunteer organizations desired.
To learn more about this position, please view the full job description here. If you would like to be considered for
this opportunity, please submit your cover letter and resume to Emily at emily.vangorp@helplinecenter.org.

Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Pacer Minerals is looking to hire a Bagger and a Maintenance Manager. Please stop by
Pacer for an application or call Tami 605-673-4419.
Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730

Send Us An Email

Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818

Connect With Us

Visit our website













