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CUSTER CONNECTIONS
It’s a sad time in our office…our high school intern, Darian, is headed off to college soon. Her last day of work will
be this Sunday, August 8th . We keep trying to tell her that she should just stay here and work for us instead, but her
parents seem to think differently! (Joking! Of course, we agree that she should go to college!)
Darian has been a wonderful addition to our staff since she started here in January. It’s hard to believe the time
went by so quickly! She has done a fantastic job with the Gold Discovery Days Facebook page, has written some
great blog posts, and was a huge help with all of our events. We’re really going to miss her!
Fortunately, there’s still some great staff working in our Chamber Office/Visitor Center. Fred and Amy will be
here to answer all of our visitors’ questions and help our members with whatever they might need. Dawn and I are
still in the office working hard to promote Custer as the place to visit, and we’re always planning events that give
people a special reason to come to town. We have a great crew here that all love Custer and continuously work
hard for the betterment of our community.
I’m so incredibly proud of this team and all that was accomplished already this summer. They all worked so hard
day after day, week after week, and event after event. It takes a lot of work to execute an event every couple of
weeks, and this team did it with smiles on their faces.
Let’s make August another great month here in Custer! Ready or not, the bikes are here and the Rally is underway!
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It’s Rally Time, Tourism Friends!

Darian Block

Summer is in full swing and the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally is just around the corner. Not
only will Sturgis, the Black Hills, and the entire state be welcoming hundreds of
thousands of bikers, we’ll also be hosting a plethora of travelers at festivals, concerts,
plays, reunions, county fairs and the State Fair in the coming days. We know you are all
incredibly busy, so hang in there, and THANK YOU for rolling out the red carpet as
visitors from all over the country continue to pour into our Great Places.

custerchambersd@gmail.com

Events Intern

2021
Board Of Directors

Here are a few things we want you to be aware of in the July Mile Marker:
1. As you may have read, we are beginning work on a new strategic plan and would love
your input as we lay out a three-year roadmap for our department and industry. If you can,
please take 15 minutes to fill out a survey that will be invaluable to us as we draft the
plan. You can access the survey here: https://www.research.net/r/SDDT-StrategicPlanning-Survey. If you have any questions about the survey or the strategic plan, please
contact Deputy Secretary Wanda Goodman at
Wanda.Goodman@TravelSouthDakota.com. The deadline for completing the anonymous
survey is July 29.
2. ON THE RISE is the theme of the 2022 Governor’s Conference on Tourism . We can
hardly wait for January 18-20 to get here! We are especially excited about our lineup of
General Session speakers and the breakout sessions we have planned. You will soon be
receiving more information about completely revamped sponsorship opportunities that
will provide your businesses with even more exposure to conference attendees. Also,
nomination forms for the Tourism Awards are already online and waiting for your
submissions. You can access the nomination forms here as well as learn more information
about the brand new Governor’s Tourism Rising Star Award .
3. A special thanks to all industry partners who assisted us with our recent ‘Hidden Gems’
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survey. We are in the process of compiling your input and are eager to craft a new
program that puts a spotlight on those places in the state – both rural and urban – that are
special, but may not be as well known to South Dakotans and visitors alike. We look
forward to sharing more about our plans for this new initiative in the coming months.
4. Please join our partners and friends from the South Dakota Native Tourism Alliance
(SDNTA) in Rapid City on Thursday, August 26 for the official launch of the South
Dakota Native Tourism Alliance and the Native American Tourism Development &
Management Plan, South Dakota 2020-2025. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn
how to become involved with the SDNTA, engage with alliance workgroup members,
hear special speakers, and enjoy local Native cuisine and cultural experiences, including a
Native drum group. This free event is being held at The Journey Museum & Learning
Center, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. MT. Registration is required. Please see registration website
here.
5. Finally, you will see more information below about a resurfacing project on Wildlife
Loop Road in Custer State Park that began two weeks ago. The project is slated to last
until late September. Please take time to read about the project so you can inform visitors
about what is occurring there.
As summer speeds along and you and your teams continue to work long hours, please
know how much you are appreciated. If you need anything, don’t hesitate to reach out to
us. Take good care of yourselves. We hope to see you soon!
All our best,
Jim and Team
Jim Hagen
Secretary of Tourism

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS
Custer will be hosting the State Disc Golf Tournament, September 18-19. There will be 125 participants in
attendance along with their families and friends.
This is an event that will bring many people to town, and it’s a great opportunity to bring attention to your
business. Each participant will be given a swag bag that includes information about the area and free stuff from
local businesses. If you would like to include some “swag” please contact Dolsee at ddavenport@custersd.com.
SOME swag ideas include:
· Coupons/Gift Cards to your business
· Snacks with your information attached
· Sample of your product
·

Reusable water bottles

·

Branded notebooks/notepads

Each participant will also be given $10 in Custer Cash and they’re looking for a place to spend it – give them a
reason to spend it at YOUR business!

DEADLINE - AUGUST 23

Click here for more scarecrow ideas

AREA EVENTS

Click for printable copy

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MONUMENT HEALTH CUSTER ADDS NEW DOCTOR
CUSTER, S.D. (July 1, 2021) – Avery Sides,
M.D., a Nebraska native who has been practicing
family medicine in the Black Hills since 2014,
has joined the medical staff at Monument Health
Custer Hospital.
“I’m excited about being able to stay in the Black
Hills,” said Dr. Sides, who has been with Fall
River Health Services since moving to the Black
Hills. “Monument Health Custer offers new

opportunities and resources that allow me to
continue working as a rural family doctor.”
During medical school and her residency in
Omaha, Dr. Sides worked in underserved urban
communities. However, her ultimate goal was to
care for patients, families, and community in
underserved rural areas. She enjoys personal
contact with patients and their families. She also
likes that she has access to the resources of the
Mayo Clinic Care Network. Monument Health
has been a member of the network since early
2020.
“We’ve known of [Dr. Sides] and her high-quality
clinical work for years,” said Dr. Lisa Brown of
Monument Health Custer Hospital & Clinic.
“We’re excited to have her join us!”
For more information

Click for Entry Form

Membership Spotlight
This could be you!!
Send a short write up about your business along with a few photos to

dmurray@custersd.com

PRESS RELEASES

Black Hills National Forest

Forest Service News Release
Media Contact: Scott Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer
(605) 440-1409
scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov
www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/

Fire Safety & Wildfire Information Reminders
Custer, S.D., July 29, 2021 — Black Hills National Forest officials are urging the public to use
extreme caution on the forest and on prairie lands over the next couple of months, and especially during
the 81st Annual Sturgis Motorcycle Rally.
“We are asking everyone to be very vigilant with their activities on the Forest and even on the prairie
over the next couple of months to not create a spark that can turn into a devastating wildfire,” said Scott
Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer. “A cigarette discarded improperly, an illegal campfire, trailer chains
dragging on the highway and even sparks from recreational shooting can cause an instant wildfire. None
of us want to see the beautiful Black Hills burn and it is incumbent upon all of us to do our part to
prevent wildfires from occurring,” said Jacobson.
Fire danger for the Black Hills and Prairie areas can be found at
https://gacc.nifc.gov/rmcc/dispatch_centers/r2gpc/fuels.htm.
Various fire restrictions have been put in place across the region. Local, State, and Federal agencies have
combined fire restriction information and can be found at http://www.blackhillsfirerestrictions.com.
People wishing to receive a text message on wildfire activities in the Black Hills area can subscribe free of
charge to this service by texting ‘GPFIRE’ to 85511. Notification texts are sent to subscribers when
there is significant wildfire activity, including wildland fires and prescribed fires.
A wildfire hotline (605) 923-8868, is available for people wishing to speak to a Public Information
Officer (PIO) about wildfires, fire restrictions, fire information or other questions related to wildfire in
the Great Plains Dispatch area. PIO’s work closely with the Great Plains Dispatch Center to provide
interagency fire information within the Great Plains Dispatch area. (The Great Plains dispatch area
includes public and private land in the Black Hills in South Dakota, in east/northeastern Wyoming and
western Nebraska.)
A blog spot has also been established for people wishing to subscribe, free of charge. Go to
http://gpfireinfo.blogspot.com/ to find information on all wildfire activity in the Black Hills area. People
wishing to receive a daily email from the blog service can do so by subscribing to the service at that site.

Finally, the public can follow on Twitter @GPFireInfo. Once wildfires have been entered into the Blog
site, they are shared on Twitter and the public can receive real time wildfire information from their
Twitter account.
“All of these tools are readily available to the public and we want people to use them so they can get
information about wildfires if and when they start,” said Jacobson.
For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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The “7th Gen” Summer Semester is Under Way at Crazy Horse Memorial’s The Indian University of
North America
CRAZY HORSE, SD (July 26, 2020) — The Indian University of North America’s 7th Gen summer semester is underway
at Crazy Horse Memorial, with 36 students enrolled. They represent 21 Native nations and 10 states, including South
Dakota, California, Alaska, Utah, Michigan, New Mexico, Wyoming, Virginia, Colorado, and Oklahoma.
In partnership with the University of South Dakota, the 7th Gen program incorporates: College Success Strategies,
taught by Professor Whitnee Pearce; Composition 1 taught by Professor Joshua Rudnik, Ph.D., who also is the
university director; General Psychology, taught by Professor William Cockrell; Fundamentals of Speech, taught by
Professor Golnesa AsheghAli; American Indian Art History, taught by Professor Andrew Dunehoo, who also serves as
Crazy Horse Memorial’s museum curator and director of cultural affairs; a paid internship for all first-year students,
taught by Professor Whitnee Pearce; and an experiential internship for the upper-level students, taught by Professor
Whitney Rencountre, who also serves as the university’s associate director.
“7th Gen is all about improving the academic and life success of the students we serve,” said Laurie Becvar, Crazy Horse
Memorial’s president and chief operating officer, who also oversees The Indian University of North America. “The
overarching purpose is to improve college persistence and college graduation of Native students.”
Postsecondary degree attainment of Native Americans is 23 percent, which is lower than that of any other minority
group. It’s also significantly lower than the national average of 47 percent.
“Striving to close that gap is a worthy goal,” Becvar said. “Data obtained from the U.S. Census Bureau illustrates a direct
correlation between obtaining a college degree and reduced poverty levels. Statistics show that individuals with a college
degree earn more and have a higher annual income than individuals without a college degree.”
The median earnings for individuals who have a bachelor's degree is $56,344, and those who have a graduate or
professional degree have median earnings of $75,495. For those who have a high school diploma or GED, that number
drops to $31,956.
Although 7th Gen students are encouraged to follow their dreams whether that includes a college degree or not,
program advisors share the benefits of attaining a degree and provide critical support to students so they can move in
that direction if they wish.

“Attaining a college degree is helpful to one's personal life, and it provides a foundation for being able to contribute to
one's family and community,” Becvar said. “Many of our students are interested in giving back and serving in their
home communities. 7th Gen provides a great pathway to that life.”
After completing the 7th Gen summer semester, students will continue their studies at colleges and universities
throughout the country, including tribal colleges. No matter where they pursue their postsecondary education, The
Indian University of North America’s team of professionals provides success coaching throughout the journey.
According to Becvar, the 7th Gen program and its continued success coaching make a real difference in the lives of
participating students.
“Surveys reveal that approximately three-quarters of respondents who completed our 7th Gen program have graduated
from their universities and colleges, or they remain enrolled in their degree programs,” she said. “This means the world
to us, because education is a critical component of our mission here."
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation funds tuition, books, and the majority of food and lodging costs for those accepted
into the 7th Gen summer program.
To learn more about Crazy Horse Memorial, to plan a visit, and for information about making a contribution, call (605)
673-4681 or visit crazyhorsememorial.org. To stay up to date on the latest news and events, follow the Crazy Horse
Memorial on Facebook (/crazyhorsememorial), Twitter (@crazyhorsemem) and Instagram (@crazyhorsememorial);
and follow The Indian University of North America on Facebook (/TheIndianUniversityofNorthAmerica) and Instagram
(@IndianUniversityCrazyHorse).
The Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation is dedicated to protecting and preserving the culture, tradition, and living
heritage of the North American Indians by continuing the progress on the world’s largest sculptural undertaking, the
memorial of Lakota leader Crazy Horse; providing educational and cultural programming to encourage harmony
and reconciliation among all peoples and nations; acting as a repository for Native American artifacts, arts, and
crafts through the Indian Museum of North America and the Native American Educational and Cultural Center; and
establishing and operating the Indian University of North America and, when practical, a medical training center for
American Indians.
###

Mark Your Calendar

August 6-15
Custer Cruisin'
downtown Custer

August 10
Mayor's Ride
Registration at Mt Rushmore Brewing Co.
11am -1pm

August 14
Lean Horse 100
Mickelson Trail

August 20
Ribbon Cutting

Black Hills Power Bikes
1029 Mt Rushmore Rd, Ste A
4pm

August 21
City Wide Rummage Sale
downtown Custer

September 5
Studebaker Car Show
6th Street

September 16-18
Mickelson Trail Trek
Mickelson Trail

September 24
Buffalo Round-up
Custer State Park

September 25
Fall Festival
downtown Custer

September 26
Fall Volksmarch

Crazy Horse Memorial

Aflac & Blue Cross/ Blue Shield
AJ’s Ore Car Saloon
Ameriprise Financial
Bavarian Inn, Black Hills
Bear Country USA
Begging Burro
Black Hills Area Community Foundation
Black Hills Balloons
Chapel in the Hills
Claw Antler and Hide
Colleen Hennessy & Jim Frank
Custer Car & Pet Wash
Custer Chiropractic
Custer Community Church
Custer County Chronicle
Custer Crazy Horse Campground
Custer Heating and Air Conditioning
Custer Mt Rushmore KOA
Custer Rotary Club
Custer Senior Citizen Center
Custer Seventh Day Adventist Church
Dacotah Bank
Denial South Dakota & the Peanut Gallery
Elk Ridge Park
Faith Lewis Realty/ Keller Williams
Gold Pan Saloon
Green Owl Media
Grizzly Gulch Adventure Park
Hidden Lake Campground
Hills Inn

Kitchens by Karla
Laurie Arthur, Inc.
LFC Veterinary Services, LLC
Mickelson Trail Affiliates, LLC
Mount Rushmore National Memorial
Mountainview Baptist Church
Mt Rushmore Brewing Co
Nielsen Enterprises, LLC
NXTLAW PC
Operation Black Hills Cabins
Our Place
Outlaw Ranch
P & C Custom Interiors, LLC
Payfurther
Pounding Fathers
Premier Family Eyecare
Road Runner, Inc
Rush Mountain Adventure Park
Sentinel Federal Credit Union
Shepherd of the Hills
Skogen Kitchen
Southern Hills Animal Clinic
Southern Hills Title
Star Ridge Advertisments
Starr Insurance
Subway
Sunshine Storage
Tallgrass Landscape Architecture
United Way of the Black Hills
Wicked Espresso/ Little Wicked Inn

Travel Custer
Black Hills Power Bikes
First Choice Lock and Key
Buffalo Boys
 rairie Berry Winery & Miner Brewing Company
P
Tommy's Detailing

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for July Calendar
Click Here for August Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

HUMOR

HELP WANTED
Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website

Send Us An Email
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