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CUSTER CONNECTIONS
Partner with Us!
The Custer Area Chamber of Commerce organizes, and is responsible for, a diverse agenda of programs and events
each year. Events keep people coming to our community which helps all area businesses. Many Chamber activities
offer excellent opportunities for member companies to enhance their own image in the community by putting their
names before a target audience of local business people and visitors to Custer.
Your sponsorships enable the Chamber to offer a greater number of quality programs and special events, while
your business benefits from increased exposure as an active participant in the advancement of this area´s
community and economy.
We appreciate all of the 2020 event sponsorships that we received, and hope that you will consider sponsoring
some of our important events in 2021! Check out the sponsorship selection form below, and let me know if you
have any questions.

Printable Sponsorship Packet

Sponsorship Selection Form
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Happy 2021, Tourism Friends!
It’s a new year, with new dreams, hopes, possibilities, and work before us.
We are optimistic and excited for 2021, and hope you are too. Yes, we still
have challenges in view, but travelers are beginning to feel more positive
about the months ahead. That bodes well for tourism in The Mount
Rushmore State.
It was SO GOOD to see some of you in person at the Governor’s
Conference on Tourism last week, and even better to watch many of you
participating on our virtual stream. It was a conference of many firsts for us,
but we hope we were able to provide some education, insights, resources
and motivation that will assist you and your teams as we continue to
traverse our way in this COVID-19 world. Wrap-up information will be
posted to SDVisit.com soon.
As we shared at the conference, 2020 was a much, much better year for
our industry than we ever could have predicted last March:
We welcomed 12.6 million visitors.
Those visitors spent $3.4 billion.
State and local tax dollars generated by travel and tourism activity
was $276 million. This is 11% of state sales tax collections.
Each household saved $780 because of tourism in our state.
Our state parks welcomed 8 million visitors in 2020, a 31% increase
over 2019.
Custer State Park welcomed more than two million visitors for the
first time in history.
As Governor Noem shared during her conference address, our industry
faced many obstacles in 2020, but we adapted and turned it into an
incredible year. We want to THANK all of our industry members for hanging
in there when the going was tough, for working so hard to safely host our
visitors, and for providing an incredible experience for our guests, whether
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they were dining in a restaurant or spending time in our great outdoors.
2020 taught us that if we work together, work smart, and stay focused,
better days are ahead of us.
We wish you, your families, and your teams a wonderful 2021. We can’t
wait to see you all in person again! Until then, if we can be of any help,
don’t hesitate to reach out.
All our best,
Jim Hagen
Secretary of Tourism

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS

Would you like to show off your Custer
Chamber Membership on your website?
Message us and we will send you the graphic to
place on your website!
(Thank you to our great member Sunset RV Park

for the idea and Vector Design for making the
graphic)
Email us

The 2021 Custer Trade Show will be held on February 27 at the Custer
Administration/Armory building located at 527 Montgomery St.
There is limited booth space available so get signed up today!!

Registration Form

AREA EVENTS

Read full Press Release

On February 12th, the Custer County Library will be having their Virtual Valentine's Day
Story-time! Tune into the library's Facebook page that morning while they read some of our
favorite Valentine's Day stories. A Take-n-Make kit for the kiddos will be ready for pick up
when the Library opens at 11 am.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations Jack Hurd on being the February Volunteer of the month! And
thank you for all the work you do at the Custer YMCA!

United Way of the Black Hills has sights on
2021 goals as they set own record high for
most funds ever raised in a year

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date: 2/4/2021
Contact: Audrea Amstutz
Email: audrea@unitedwayblackhills.org
Cell phone: (605) 858-8276
RAPID CITY – United Way of the Black Hills (UWBH) exceeded their campaign goal of $2,052,000 by raising
$2,150,715 to fund nearly 50 nonprofit agencies throughout the Black Hills.
In addition, the UNITED We Stand COVID-19 Relief Fund raised $474,030 in 2020. 100% of funds from the
COVID-19 Relief Fund were distributed to nonprofit organizations that applied for and received funding.
Through both fundraising efforts, UWBH was able to raise $2,624,745 in donations for the 2020 year. The most
in donations that UWBH has ever raised during a year was $2,409,211 for the 2014 campaign season.
One year ago, United Way of the Black Hills launched their new strategic framework - transitioning from a
traditional fundraising model to addressing top community needs by creating new initiatives and funding
organizations providing necessary services and resources through grant funding opportunities.
“We revitalized and redefined our commitment to fight for the education, financial stability, health and basic
needs of every person in the Black Hills region. Through our findings in our 2019 Community Needs
Assessment* our goal for 2020 was to launch our new Mental Health Initiative and also design new grant
opportunities to address the top pressing community issues indicated in the study and foster long-term
outcomes,” says Jamie Toennies, Executive Director of United Way of the Black Hills.
The implementation of this strategic impact work started sooner than anticipated when the COVID-19 pandemic
hit the Black Hills. UWBH was able to create a specialized grant opportunity for nonprofits to address some of
the urgent pressing needs like access to food, emergency shelter, and economic assistance.
“COVID-19 exacerbated many of the chronic issues we are working to address in the Black Hills. According to
the SD Nonprofit COVID-19 survey*, 88% of nonprofit organizations that participated expressed a negative
impact; from increase in demand for resources, to adapting their models to continue to serve those in need. We
have a long road to recovery as a region, but we are committed to supporting our communities to rebuild and
become more resilient” says Toennies.
Over the next months, our UWBH board will review 2020-2021 allocations and determine the most effective way
to utilize these additional donations raised beyond the 2020-2021 fundraising goal.
“The goal as we move forward into 2021 is to provide new grant opportunities that we can invest in programs
and resources that address long-term solutions to the chronic needs mentioned in our 2019 Community Needs
Assessment*. Donors will have the ability to connect donations and advocacy efforts to work they are most
interested in helping such as education, health, and financial or basic needs resources. UWBH already has
these impact designation options for Black Hills Reads (education initiative) and the Mental Health Initiative. In
addition, donors will still be able to make designated donations to the areas they serve (Rapid City, Sturgis,
Northern Hills areas and Southern Hills areas),” says Lorie Vega, Board President of UWBH.
*Click here to view the 2019 Community Needs Assessment:
 ttps://www.unitedwayblackhills.org/community-needs-assessment
h
About United Way of the Black Hills

United Way of the Black Hills unites people and resources to improve lives in the Black Hills by delivering
measurable long-term solutions to community issues in education, financial stability, and health. Our initiatives
include Black Hills Reads, an education initiative, and our recently adopted Mental Health initiative. We
collaborate with nonprofit organizations and programs that serve the greatest needs in our community. UWBH
serves the areas of Rapid City, Sturgis, Northern Hills (Belle Fourche, Deadwood/Lead and Spearfish) and the
Southern Hills (Custer, Edgemont, Hill City, Hot Springs and Keystone).

Custer Senior Center Announces new
Director

AARP Tax Aide will be preparing all returns using a virtual method. If you are interested but do not have the
equipment to participate, the Custer Library has set up a room in the library with the necessary equipment.
All participants will be required to have an e-mail address prior to contacting 211. You will also need to tell 211
that you have access to the necessary equipment. Then, the procedures will be as follows:
1. You will get an e-mail with attachments. If you need assistance, you will call the library and schedule a time for
them to assist you in scanning and attaching the required documents to a secured AARP e-mail address.
2. Once the documents are received, the volunteer will contact you to schedule a Google Meets Meeting to go over
the interview questions and verify your identity. This can be done on a smart phone, a tablet or a computer. If you
need to use the library for the meeting, you will need to schedule this with the volunteer at that time.
3. Once the return is complete, a second Google Meets will be scheduled. Prior to that meeting, you will be sent a
secured link to print out your tax return. At the meeting, the return will be reviewed, you will sign the form that
gives AARP permission to e-file, and you will scan and e-mail a copy of that form to the AARP volunteer. Again,
library staff can assist with the scanning and attachment of the documents.
While this is a more involved method to prepare your return, due to the pandemic, it is the only way that AARP
Tax Aide Foundation feels is safe for both you and their volunteers.

Congratulations to our member, Moccasin Springs, for being listed 94 in top
100 spas of America, 2020!

This has been a difficult past year that has tested us all in many ways.
605 Strong is here to help individuals connect to resources and talk through their situation
with a caring and non-judgmental listener.
This service is free and confidential. Call 211 and ask for 605 Strong to be transferred to a
specialist.

We also offer webinars on various topics.
Anyone can register for these webinars through the links on our website:
https://www.605strong.com/#webinars

PRESS RELEASES

Black Hills National Forest
1019 N. 5 th St.
Custer, SD 57730
(605) 673-9200
www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills

News Release
Media Contact: Scott Jacobson
(605) 440-1409
scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov

2021 Motorized Vehicle Trail Permits Available Now
Custer, SD; January 19, 2021 – Motorized vehicle use permits for 2021 are now available for purchase online or
from many local vendors. If purchasing a permit from a local vendor, officials recommend contacting the vendor
first to check on availability. Please note: Motor vehicle use permits are not currently available for sale at Black
Hills National Forest offices as they remain closed to walk-in services.
A Motorized Vehicle Use Permit is required for all motorized vehicles traveling on motorized use trails on the
Black Hills National Forest. Permits required for riding on trails in South Dakota are different from those required
for riding in Wyoming.
To purchase a permit online for riding in South Dakota, please visit:
https://www.blackhillsbadlands.com/store/permits-passes. To purchase a permit online for riding in Wyoming,
please visit: http://wyotrails.state.wy.us/ORV/Permits.aspx.
Permits can also be purchased from local vendors. Please visit: https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/blackhills/passespermits/recreation/?cid=stelprdb5063173 to find a local vendor near you.
Motor Vehicle Use Maps (MVUMs) are the official map for designating all roads, trails and areas available for
public motorized travel on the Black Hills National Forest. Visitors should not rely on any other map when
operating a motorized vehicle on the Forest.
The 2021 MVUM is now available. It is free and available online and from local vendors. MVUM’s are
compatible with mobile devices and can be downloaded from the Avenza map application. Instructions for
downloading MVUM’s from the Avenza map application can be found at:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd595964.pdf.
Riders are reminded of the following:
All motorized trail permits are non-refundable and non-transferable.
A permit is required for each vehicle on the trail system.
Ensure the most current version of the MVUM is being used.
The snowmobile trail system is not open for ATV/UTV use.
A 62” width restriction applies to most Forest trails. Specifications of roads and trails can be found on the
MVUM.
Ride Responsibly
For more information, check out the Black Hills National Forest Motor Recreation Overview Video and/or contact
the Black Hills National Forest at (605) 673-9200 or visit, http://www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills.

-USDAUSDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

February 18
Chamber Mixer
the Custer Beacon
5pm-7pm

February 24-27
Custer Restaurant Week
participating businesses

February 27
Custer Trade Show
Armory
9am-3pm

Mountain Time Electric
Wildflower Beauty Co
Custer Chiropractic, PC
Aspen+Pine Realty
Heather's Top Notch Cleaning
Payfurther, LLC

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for February Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

HUMOR

HELP WANTED

Customer Service Representative
Dacotah Bank has an excellent opportunity for growth and development in our Custer, SD
location. We are seeking an outgoing, people-oriented candidate who is enthusiastic about
helping customers and ready to lead the conversation.
Join us at Dacotah Bank!
Apply at
dacotahbank.com/careers

www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/586050700

USAJOBS - Job Announcement
The primary purpose of this position is to perform a variety of duties associated with the collection and remittance of
fee revenue and donations collected from the public under the authority of Federal laws and regulations such as the
Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA). Primarily responsible for carrying out technical assignments that
involve the application of general fee ...
www.usajobs.gov

Pacer Minerals, LLC is seeking a Laboratory Technician to conduct routine analytical testing of feldspar
and mica samples in its analytical laboratory. The Lab Technician will be responsible for daily laboratory
operations and quality testing of samples in the laboratory in the Custer, SD area. Qualified candidates
will have 2+ years of laboratory experience. This is a full-time role. Please email resume to
tami@pacerminerals.com

Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website
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