Minutes, Not Miles, From Adventure
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CUSTER CONNECTIONS
This weekend is our 4th of July Celebration, and a time in which we recognize our veterans who made so many
sacrifices for us and our country. This weekend is full of many fun activities for the whole family. There’s an arts
& crafts festival, a parade, flag ceremonies, bouncy houses at a kids’ fair, and of course the ever-popular fireworks
display.
For the full schedule of events, check out our Chamber Facebook page or our website:
https://www.custersd.com/Custer's-Fourth-of-July-Celebration
We want to extend a big THANK YOU to everyone who sponsored the 4 th of July Celebration and who donated to
the Custer Volunteer Fire Department’s fireworks display. Also, we want to show major appreciation to the people
who volunteered to help with the Kids’ Fair this year. This event would not be the amazing celebration it is without
the help of the many sponsors and volunteers. And let’s give a big shout out to the Custer VFD for putting on the
best fireworks display in the Black Hills!
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Freedom Sponsor
NXTLAW
Rush Mountain Adventure Park
Custer State Park
Sentinel Federal Credit Union
Black Hills Energy

o Nielsen Enterprises
o Southern Hills Title
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Patriot Sponsors
Starr Insurance
Black Hills Federal Credit Union
Bavarian Inn
Adventure Rentals
Pacer Minerals
South Dakota Outdoor Shop
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o
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Stars & Stripes Sponsor
French Creek RV Park
Custer Hospitality Hotels & Resort
Crazy Horse Memorial
Custer County Democrats
Gold Pan Saloon
LFC Veterinary Service
Horatio’s Homemade Ice Cream
Tommy’s Detailing
Southern Hills Publishing
Custer American Legion Post #46

· Fireworks Sponsors - sponsors of the fireworks display
o JBJ Enterprises-Begging Burro Mexican Bistro & Tequila Bar, Mt. Rushmore Brewing Company, Custer Car &
Pet Wash, Mainstreet Marketplace
o Gold Pan Saloon
o NXTLAW
o Southern Hills Publishing
o Custer American Legion Post #46
o Pat Davenport
o John Foster (visitor from Arizona!)
o Diane Dennis
o And numerous visitors who put money in the boot in the Chamber office
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Dolsee Davenport
Executive Director
ddavenport@custersd.com
Dawn Murray
Office & Events Assistant
dmurray@custersd.com
Fred Baumann

Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com
Amy Brazell
Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com
Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com
Darian Block
Events Intern
custerchambersd@gmail.com

Hello, Tourism Friends! Happy Summer!
I’m going to keep this message short and sweet as I know from the numerous reports we
receive that you are all VERY BUSY. We want you to know how grateful we are for
everything you are doing to give our guests the absolute best experience possible while
they are in our state. We know you are understaffed and running in every direction, so
please take good care of yourselves and let us know if you need anything from your team
in the department.
Here are some quick updates for you:
1. Our planning for the 2022 Governor’s Conference on Tourism is well underway. The
theme for our next conference is “On the Rise” and will be held in Pierre on January 1820. We will be back to normal with an in-person conference. We cannot wait to see all of
you! We have all of our General Session speakers secured (we are adding a fourth
General Session) and are putting the finishing touches on our breakout sessions. Please
keep an eye out for a SAVE THE DATE email as well as a new and expanded array of
sponsorship opportunities for you to take advantage of.
2. We have created a BRAND NEW Tourism Award and will be honoring the very first
recipient this next January. The Governor’s Tourism Rising Star Award will honor a
person who has worked at least two years in the industry and is making a positive impact
on tourism. You can learn more about the Governor’s Tourism Rising Star Award by
clicking here. Nominations forms for all Tourism Awards are now OPEN for
submissions. You can fill out nomination forms online, or complete a printable PDF form,
for the Ben Black Elk Award, A. H. Pankow Award, Peter Norbeck Excellence in
Tourism Innovation Award, Ruth Ziolkowski Outstanding Hospitality & Customer
Service Award and the Governor’s Tourism Rising Star Award.
3. We recently sent out a “Hidden Gems” survey and need your help to identify those offthe-beaten-path places and events throughout the state that may get overlooked by
visitors. Your input will help us create a successful program to get more of our guests to
rural parts of South Dakota. If you haven’t already, please submit your responses by June
30. THANK YOU for your help!
4. The Governor’s Tourism Advisory Board will be meeting in Pierre on July 14, 10 a.m.
Central, at the Ramkota Hotel and Convention Center. We have a robust agenda and
welcome all industry members to attend.
5. The second year of our joint marketing effort with the Wyoming Office of Tourism has
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kicked off. Check out the website for our efforts with Wyoming to attract more visitors to
our states on an ultimate American road trip.
We have lots of initiatives we are working on this summer and look forward to sharing
updates about that work in the weeks and months ahead. Don’t ever hesitate to reach out
to us if you have any questions about what we are up to.
Wishing you all a wonderful peak season and a Happy Fourth of July! We hope to cross
paths soon.
All our best,
Jim and Team
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Membership Spotlight

This could be you!
Send a few photos and a short write up about your business to dmurray@custersd.com
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Black Hills National Forest

Forest Service News Release
Media Contact: Scott Jacobson, Public Affairs Officer
(605) 440-1409
scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov
www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/

Trail #9 South – Black Elk Peak Trail Maintenance
Temporary Closure of 1.2 miles from July 6-14, 2021
Custer, S.D., June 22, 2021— Black Hills National Forest officials have issued a temporary closure
order for Trail #9 South from the boundary line of Custer State Park and Black Hills National Forest,
northeast to the intersection of Trail #3 – Norbeck Trail.
The closure order is in effect from July 6 - 14, 2021.
Trail #9 South (normally open to hiking and stock use) is the most heavily used trail on the Forest with
approximately 500 visitors a day during peak use. Allowing use on this trail during heavy maintenance
could impede public safety and hinder trail maintenance operations.
The Student Conservation Association, two crews of the Montana Conservation Corps, and Forest
Service crews will be working on the trail installing drainage structures and moving large rocks for
erosion control and stabilization of the trail.
Access to Black Elk Peak will remain available from Sylvan Lake within Custer State Park via Trail #4 –
Little Devils Tower. (See trail map (pg. 2) for reroute options:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd921637.pdf). Please note: Entrance fees
are collected by Custer State Park. For questions regarding entrance, please contact Custer State Park
Headquarters at (605) 255-4515.
Forest officials are encouraging visitors to discover other scenic trails. Nearby Custer State Park trails
include Little Devils Tower Trail, Sunday Gulch Trail, and the Lakeshore Trail on Sylvan Lake. Trail #2 Lost Cabin Trail and Trail #3 - Norbeck Trail are also nearby in the Black Elk Wilderness.
For more information on this project, see the FAQs document at
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd925184.pdf.

For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/.
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
(Photo: The Forest Service, Student Conservation Association, Wyoming Conservation Corps, and
volunteers completed several projects on Trail #9 in the late summer / fall of 2020. USDA Forest
Service Photo)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

July 3-4
Custer's 4th of July Celebration
downtown Custer

July 16-18
98th Annual Gold Discovery Days
downtown Custer

Buffalo Boys
 rairie Berry Winery & Miner Brewing Company
P
Tommy's Detailing

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for July Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

HUMOR

HELP WANTED
Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website

Send Us An Email
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