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Quick Links
Custer Chamber Website
Custer Chamber Facebook
Custer Chamber's Tw itter
Custer Chamber's YouTube
Custer Chamber's Pinterest

Cham ber Staff
Dolsee Davenport
Executive Director
ddavenport@custersd.com
Daw n Murray
Office & Events Assistant
dmurray@custersd.com
Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com
Karen Heuer
Information Associate
kheuer@custersd.com
Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com
Marcus Heerdt
Information Associate
mheerdt@custersd.com

2019
Board of Directors
Steve Olson - President
John Stahl - VP
Amy Bailey - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Jim Ashmore
Diane Dennis
Steve Engelbrecht

Custer Connections
The 96th Annual Gold Discovery Days is right around the corner! This event is by far the
biggest event that the Chamber plans throughout the year, and likely the biggest event in
Custer. An event of this magnitude that's been going on for almost a century, definitely has
many good memories for anyone who lives, or has lived, in Custer. Here are a few
memories and thoughts from the Custer Chamber staff.
Pat- We used to get excited about the pageant, seemed everyone wanted to be one of the
dancers. I loved being the Wind with a fun dance to perform. It was always a family event.
Karen- I love the tradition of Gold Discovery Days. Something that has lasted 96 years,
has weathered several changes, and still draws great crowds of people has to be very
special!!
Marcus- I am looking forward to the parade on Saturday - I enjoy the community turn out.
Dolsee- I remember the first year that the Chamber took over Gold Discovery Days. I had
only been working at the Chamber a couple of months, and we worked really hard to make
sure that there would be an event that year...no matter what. As it turns out, our Kids'
Events were on the street and it was over 90 degrees that day. Several kids were sitting
under picnic tables to get out of the sun while they watched the magic show!
Fred- It's a blast - a community party with parade, carnival, reunions, fun and treats with
family, friends and guests all coming together.
Dawn- I have always loved Gold Discovery Days! My favorite memory is when I got to be
Annie Talent's son in the Pageant. Annie Talent was played by Nancy Bradeen that year. I
have also always enjoyed going to the carnival and am so excited that we have finally
gotten it back in Custer!

With the high amount of visitor traffic that comes through our Visitor Center
every day and the amount of work that Dawn and I put in with regards to our
monthly events, we decided that it was time to hire a part-time staff member to
complete our crew. And we couldn't be happier with our newest hire, Marcus
Heerdt! He has many skills that make him the perfect addition to our team. Not
only will he be greeting visitors in the Visitor Center, he will be helping Dawn
and me throughout the year with various duties including event planning,
social media, and writing blog posts. So, here is a little information about
Marcus, and next time you're in the area, stop by and say HI!

Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Corbin Herman - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Leah Scott - BID Liaison

Mixer Schedule

I grew up in western Minnesota and have been coming to the Black Hills since I was a
child. I always knew I wanted to move to South Dakota and after graduating high school,
my father dropped me off at Dakota State University and said, "Well Marcus, this is what
you wanted" and drove away. After 2 years, I transferred to Brookings and graduated from
South Dakota State University in 2011. After teaching 7-12 Social Studies near the MNSD border for six years, I lived and taught in Alaska before moving back down to the
Lower 48. I enjoy working and living in Custer and exploring the Black Hills region.

Weekly Inspiration
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Help Wanted

Chamber Happenings
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Area Meetings

Custer Economic
Development
Monthly Meetings
2nd Wednesday at 7 am
YMCA

Custer City Council
Monthly Meetings
1st & 3rd Mondays at 6 pm
City Hall Council Chambers

Lions Club
Monthly Meetings
2nd Thurs. at noon
4th Thurs. at 5:30 pm
Pizza Works

Custer Rotary
Custer Meetings
Mondays at 12 pm
Custer Senior Center

Quick Link

Click for printable copy

click here for printable parade form
Some exciting Gold Discovery Sponsorship opportunities available this year!

Click for printable copy

Miner's Cup
New Trails Ministry, Inc
Sander Sanitation
Team Car Rentals, LLC
Under Canvas
Lifeways
Black Hills Community Loan Fund, Inc
South Dakota Outdoor Shop

The Cus ter Area Cham ber of Com m erc e would lik e to introduc e New M em ber:
M oc c as in Springs .
The Spring, whic h is a warm 93 degrees , was a plac e where the Nativ e Am eric ans
Soak ed. And m any s ay "people c am e to heal". In 1890 the "Original Indian Springs
that m ade Hot Springs Fam ous " was built up around the original red roc k m oc c as in
s haped s pring fed pool.
Kara Hagen purc has ed the property s urrounding the s prings in 2014. At his tim e only
ruins rem ained. Kara s ay s "All of the his toric al ruins on s ite hav e been tak en into
c ons ideration, intentions were m ade to build around the original s ite, k eeping as
m uc h his tory as pos s ible for y our m ineral s prings ex perienc e."
M oc c as in Springs c ons is t of: A Pool Hous e (warm ing hous e with a gas fireplac e),
Bath Hous e (with natural m ineral s pring water), Pool Hos e Pool, a 93 degree (original
m oc c as in) pool and Natural M ineral Springs Hot Pools (2) with tem peratures ranging
from 98- 102+ degrees .
The m ain building c ons is ts of: A y oga s tudio with fireplac e, 2 m as s age room s ,
m as s age relax ation area, laundry , m aintenanc e room , m ain entry with fireplac e and a
res taurant.

Join our 2019 Members only Facebook Group
Click here to join

Chamber Board Meeting Minutes
Click here for May minutes

Area Events
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Custer Senior Center
Click here for July calendar

Announcements
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The Black Hills Playhouse Goes Out On a Limb, With
Nature
Labor Day Weekend 2019 in Custer State Park
The Black Hills Playhouse and Black Hills Energy, in association with
TigerLion Arts, present Nature, an outdoor walking play celebrating the
dynamic connection between humanity and the natural world in five
performances from Thursday, August 29 through Sunday, September 1.
Thanks to generous donations from the Oswald Family Foundation, Black
Hills Energy, and other sponsors, the BHP presents this special theatre
experience taking place over Labor Day Weekend to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of Custer State Park.
This poignant story of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, has
proven to be a resounding success. It has been heralded as "One of the
Most Striking Performances" by the Minneapolis Star Tribune, and by critics
as "...truly one of the special and unique theatre experiences ever...".
Nature was co-written by the four times great grandson of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, who also plays his famous grandfather in the show. Other cast
members include his two young sons, who are, of course, also Emerson
descendants.
The "walking" part of the play happens as audience members walk between
four sets installed in a meadow located by the State Game Lodge. As each
act concludes, actors and audience members travel to next the next scene

accompanied by musicians playing period pieces and a community chorus.
Nature is an extraordinary, family-friendly journey that co-mingles story,
spirit, and nature, as a means to reconnect its audience with the natural
world. In 2019 Custer State Park will celebrate its 100th birthday. In 2020,
the Black Hills Playhouse will have been in the Park for 75 years. This
extraordinary longstanding partnership has resulted in decades of cultural
experiences in Custer State Park.
Ticket prices for adults are $15 and children are free. These low ticket
prices are available because of the support of our generous sponsors.
PERFORMANCES: Thursday, August 29th at 6:00 p.m., Friday, August
30th at 6:00 p.m., Saturday, August 31st at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, August
31st at 6:00 p.m., and Sunday, September 1st at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets and information on Nature can be found at blackhillsplayhouse.com
or by calling the box office Monday-Friday, between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm,
605 255-4141. Come join us in experiencing Nature!

Do you know a child between the ages of 5 and 16 who is making a
difference in their community? How about excelling in a sport, in
academics, or a hobby? Maybe you know a child who is inspiring
their peers to be the best version of themselves in some way, shape
or form.

You thought of a name. Now, nominate them!
https://blackhillsparent.com/amazing-kid/
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Press Release

Click here for full press release

Mark Your Calendar
July 19-21
Gold Discovery Days
Throughout Custer

July 18
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St between 8th and 6th .
5 pm - 10 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days Arts & Crafts Fair
Washington St between 4th and 6th
10 am - 7 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St between 8th and 6th .
5 pm - 10 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days Gold Nugget Hunt & Stick Horse Rodeo
In the grass lot behind the Chamber
5:15 pm - 5:30 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days Bed Races
Washington St between 2nd and 4th
6 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days street dance with 100 Proof
Washington St and 2nd St (in case of inclement weather dance will be held
in the Custer Beacon)
8 pm - 12 am

July 20
State Farm presents the Bob Plaisted Memorial Car Show
Washington St between 2nd and 4th
8:30 am - 2 pm

July 20
Gold Discovery Days Parade
Mt Rushmore Rd (parade will line up at Pageant Hill - come down 9th St to
Gordon- continue to 8th St- come down 8th St to Mt Rushmore Rd- travel
down Mt Rushmore Rd to 4th St- Turn left on 4th St and end at the old
Elementary School.
10 am

July 20
Gold Discovery Days Arts & Crafts Fair
Washington St between 4th and 6th
10 am - 7 pm

July 20
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St between 8th and 6th .
12 pm - 5 pm and 5 pm - 10 pm

July 21
Gold Discovery Days Arts & Crafts Fair
Washington St between 4th and 6th
10 am - 2 pm

July 21
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St between 8th and 6th .
12 pm - 5 pm

To View the 2019 Custer Area Chamber of Commerce Mixer
Schedule Click Here
Click here to Check out the Custer School District Calendar for
upcoming school events!

Humor of the Week

If you have an announcement you would like included in Buffalo Bytes,
please email Dawn at: dmurray@custersd.com no later than 1:00pm each
Wednesday. Thank you.
Buffalo Bytes Terms & Conditions

Custer Area Chamber of Commerce | 605-673-2244 |info@custersd.com | http://w w w .visitcuster.com /
615 Washington St.
PO Box 5018
Custer, SD 57730
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