July 18, 2019
Quick Links
Custer Chamber Website
Custer Chamber Facebook
Custer Chamber's Tw itter

Custer Connections
Today's Buffalo Bytes Editorial is from this week's blog post on our website. Be
sure to follow along every week to stay "in-the-know"!
https://www.custersd.com/read-the-blog/

Custer Chamber's YouTube
Custer Chamber's Pinterest

Cham ber Staff
Dolsee Davenport
Executive Director
ddavenport@custersd.com
Daw n Murray
Office & Events Assistant
dmurray@custersd.com
Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com
Karen Heuer
Information Associate
kheuer@custersd.com
Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com
Marcus Heerdt
Information Associate
mheerdt@custersd.com

2019
Board of Directors
Steve Olson - President
John Stahl - VP
Amy Bailey - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Jim Ashmore
Diane Dennis
Steve Engelbrecht

The 96th Annual Gold Discovery Days Celebration starts THIS WEEKEND! The
whole community comes together and works hard to make sure this event is the
best and biggest of the year. The carnival is already in town setting up so they'll be
ready for everyone on Thursday night. The lines have been marked for the Car
Show on Saturday. The Bed Race beds have new wheels. The volleyball courts
have been prepped by the City crew with new sand (and no water!). The parade
lineup is in the works and the royalty have been practicing their waves. The stick
horses have been corralled and the prizes for the gold nugget hunt have been
bagged. And maybe most importantly, the signs have been placed throughout town
letting everyone know to be ready this FRIDAY, SATURDAY, and SUNDAY! (and
technically Thursday for the Carnival!)
Check out this schedule of events and start making plans for the most family fun
you'll have all year! And be sure to keep an eye out for the posters and brochures
throughout town.

Weekly Inspiration

Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Corbin Herman - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Leah Scott - BID Liaison

Mixer Schedule

Chamber Happenings
Stay Connected

Help Wanted

.

Area Meetings

Custer Economic
Development
Monthly Meetings
2nd Wednesday at 7 am
YMCA

Custer City Council
Monthly Meetings
1st & 3rd Mondays at 6 pm
City Hall Council Chambers

Lions Club
Monthly Meetings
2nd Thurs. at noon
4th Thurs. at 5:30 pm
Pizza Works

Custer Rotary
Custer Meetings
Mondays at 12 pm
Custer Senior Center

Quick Link

Click for printable copy

click here for printable parade form
Some exciting Gold Discovery Sponsorship opportunities available this year!

Click for printable copy

Miner's Cup
New Trails Ministry, Inc
Sander Sanitation
Team Car Rentals, LLC

Under Canvas
Lifeways
Black Hills Community Loan Fund, Inc
South Dakota Outdoor Shop

T he Custer Area Cham ber of Com m erce would like to introduce our New M em ber:
Sander Sanitation!
Sander Sanitation has been a local hauler in Custer and the Black Hills for over forty
years!
"We pride ourselves in the decades of service we are able to provide and being able to
m aintain the local footprint. We provide trash service for all your waste needs and
consider ourselves your one stop to a com plete waste solution! T his includes
com m ercial, residential, and construction needs.
Custer and the surrounding hills com es with a special and fun vibe and you can't help
but feel like fam ily. We love our custom ers and know our drivers enjoy being able to
get them taken care of, too! T hey are the boots on the ground and deserve and m uch
of the great service is all thanks to them ! Each tim e we get the privilege to m eet
som eone it's the story that brought them to Custer that is the m ost fun. It really is a
great place to be! We look forward to being part of such a great com m unity and
com ing back to the Cham ber was a m ust!"

Join our 2019 Members only Facebook Group
Click here to join

Chamber Board Meeting Minutes
Click here for May minutes

Area Events
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Custer Senior Center
Click here for July calendar

Announcements

One Park, Two Worlds: July is a Vibrant Time to Visit Wind Cave National Park
Release Date: July 18, 2019
Contact: Andrea Fountain, Black Hills Parks & Forests Association
bhpf@blackhillsparks.org
July is prime visitation time to Wind Cave National Park! This is a fantastic time for a
morning hike, wildlife photography or a weekend camp out at the Elk Mountain
Campground. There are over thirty miles of hiking trails that meander through the open
prairie and ponderosa pine forests, and the abundant wildflowers are blooming. Bison are
beginning to rut, coyotes are on the prowl, and prairie dog towns are full of pups tussling.
Wind Cave is a gem for wildlife viewing!
Though cave tours are not operational due to mechanical issues, park rangers are offering
a variety of unique programs every day. The visitor center is open daily from 8am to 6pm,
and rangers are stationed around the center giving short programs on wildlife, cave
formations, history, and exploration. Special bird watching hikes are offered Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays starting at 8:30 am at the visitor center. Exclusive guided hikes
to the Sanson Ranch Buffalo Jump will also be offered starting Thursday, July 18th at
8:30am. These hikes will be weather dependent. To learn more about the current
programming at the Wind Cave National Park contact the visitor center at 605-745-4600.
Andrea Fountain, media manager with Black Hills Parks and Forests Association says,
"There is so much to see and do at Wind Cave and the staff is doing a great job of
engaging with visitors. It is worth a stop in the visitor center to chat with the rangers, get
your passport stamped in the park store, and take a stroll to the Natural Entrance."
BHPFA is an official non-profit partner of Wind Cave National Park, Jewel Cave National
Monument, Black Hills National Forest, Nebraska National Forests & Grasslands and the
National Grasslands Visitor Center. BHPFA operates 14 retail stores for these five
agencies. A portion of store proceeds is provided to the partners for educational materials
and programs. The 2019 allocation to partners is $80,100. This significant funding helps
fill the gaps left behind by federal funding shortfalls and allows BHPFA park and forest
partners to fulfill their critical missions of sustaining and preserving our natural legacies.
For more information about Black Hills Parks & Forests Association, check out the website
at www.blackhillsparks.org or call 605-745-7020.

Ranger guided hikes to the Sanson Ranch Buffalo Jump will be offered Tuesday, Thursday,
and Saturday mornings.

Park rangers are giving hourly programs at the Natural Entrance

Disk Golf
It's good to see that, despite the wet weather, Rocky Knolls is getting back into the
swing of things. As a reminder, Custer City has another golf course, that being the 18
hole disc course on Pageant Hill. Since Custer City had this course constructed 11
years ago, use of it continues to grow. Last month there were two tournaments on
"The Hill", one in conjunction with the Spearfish course and the other a standalone
event. The layout of the course offers great views of the rock formations in Custer
State Park and the surrounding Forest which our out of area visitors really enjoy. If
you ever have a hankering to see what the course is all about the folks at the Chamber
will be glad to check you out a disc.

11

The Black Hills Playhouse Goes Out On a Limb, With
Nature
Labor Day Weekend 2019 in Custer State Park
The Black Hills Playhouse and Black Hills Energy, in association with
TigerLion Arts, present Nature, an outdoor walking play celebrating the
dynamic connection between humanity and the natural world in five
performances from Thursday, August 29 through Sunday, September 1.
Thanks to generous donations from the Oswald Family Foundation, Black
Hills Energy, and other sponsors, the BHP presents this special theatre
experience taking place over Labor Day Weekend to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of Custer State Park.
This poignant story of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, has
proven to be a resounding success. It has been heralded as "One of the
Most Striking Performances" by the Minneapolis Star Tribune, and by critics
as "...truly one of the special and unique theatre experiences ever...".
Nature was co-written by the four times great grandson of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, who also plays his famous grandfather in the show. Other cast
members include his two young sons, who are, of course, also Emerson
descendants.
The "walking" part of the play happens as audience members walk between
four sets installed in a meadow located by the State Game Lodge. As each
act concludes, actors and audience members travel to next the next scene
accompanied by musicians playing period pieces and a community chorus.
Nature is an extraordinary, family-friendly journey that co-mingles story,
spirit, and nature, as a means to reconnect its audience with the natural
world. In 2019 Custer State Park will celebrate its 100th birthday. In 2020,
the Black Hills Playhouse will have been in the Park for 75 years. This
extraordinary longstanding partnership has resulted in decades of cultural
experiences in Custer State Park.
Ticket prices for adults are $15 and children are free. These low ticket
prices are available because of the support of our generous sponsors.
PERFORMANCES: Thursday, August 29th at 6:00 p.m., Friday, August
30th at 6:00 p.m., Saturday, August 31st at 2:00 p.m., Saturday, August
31st at 6:00 p.m., and Sunday, September 1st at 2:00 p.m.
Tickets and information on Nature can be found at blackhillsplayhouse.com
or by calling the box office Monday-Friday, between 10:00 am and 4:00 pm,
605 255-4141. Come join us in experiencing Nature!

Do you know a child between the ages of 5 and 16 who is making a
difference in their community? How about excelling in a sport, in
academics, or a hobby? Maybe you know a child who is inspiring
their peers to be the best version of themselves in some way, shape
or form.
You thought of a name. Now, nominate them!
https://blackhillsparent.com/amazing-kid/
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Click for more information
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Press Release

Click here for full press release

Mark Your Calendar
July 19-21
Gold Discovery Days
Throughout Custer

July 18
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St between 8th and 6th .
5 pm - 10 pm

July 19

Gold Discovery Days Arts & Crafts Fair
Washington St between 4th and 6th
10 am - 7 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St between 8th and 6th .
5 pm - 10 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days Gold Nugget Hunt & Stick Horse Rodeo
In the grass lot behind the Chamber
5:15 pm - 5:30 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days Bed Races
Washington St between 2nd and 4th
6 pm

July 19
Gold Discovery Days street dance with 100 Proof
Washington St and 2nd St (in case of inclement weather dance will be held
in the Custer Beacon)
8 pm - 12 am

July 20
State Farm presents the Bob Plaisted Memorial Car Show
Washington St between 2nd and 4th
8:30 am - 2 pm

July 20
Gold Discovery Days Parade
Mt Rushmore Rd (parade will line up at Pageant Hill - come down 9th St to
Gordon- continue to 8th St- come down 8th St to Mt Rushmore Rd- travel
down Mt Rushmore Rd to 4th St- Turn left on 4th St and end at the old
Elementary School.
10 am

July 20
Gold Discovery Days Arts & Crafts Fair
Washington St between 4th and 6th
10 am - 7 pm

July 20
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St between 8th and 6th .
12 pm - 5 pm and 5 pm - 10 pm

July 21
Gold Discovery Days Arts & Crafts Fair
Washington St between 4th and 6th
10 am - 2 pm

July 21
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St between 8th and 6th .
12 pm - 5 pm

To View the 2019 Custer Area Chamber of Commerce Mixer
Schedule Click Here
Click here to Check out the Custer School District Calendar for
upcoming school events!

Humor of the Week

If you have an announcement you would like included in Buffalo Bytes,
please email Dawn at: dmurray@custersd.com no later than 1:00pm each
Wednesday. Thank you.
Buffalo Bytes Terms & Conditions

Custer Area Chamber of Commerce | 605-673-2244 |info@custersd.com | http://w w w .visitcuster.com /
615 Washington St.
PO Box 5018
Custer, SD 57730

Stay Connected
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