Minutes, Not Miles, From Adventure

CUSTER CONNECTIONS
Our events for 4 th of July might be a little different this year, but there will still be lots of fun to be had for people
of all ages! The events kick off with a B-1 Flyover at 10am, followed by the Children’s Parade and Patriots
Parade, then the Flag Ceremonies will take place at the Custer Veterans Memorial at 11am, and the day concludes
with an awesome fireworks display on Pageant Hill at dusk or about 9:30pm.
I mentioned it a couple of weeks ago, but wanted to remind you that we have increased the parade route to allow
for more social distancing. The parade generally stops at Mt. Rushmore Road and 2nd Street, but this year it will
then head south on 2nd Street then east on Washington Street, and will officially end at the Veterans Memorial. We
would encourage you to watch the parade from these additional blocks to help us spread out the groups of people
who generally congregate in the middle of downtown.
Another change requested by the City Council was that there be no candy handed out this year. This will be a
change for the Gold Discovery Days parade as well, but should only be for this year. Hopefully next year we can
go back to the “new rules” (maybe now they’re the old, new rules?!) where candy can be handed out just not
thrown from the floats.
We appreciate all the efforts to help us spread the word of our very patriotic 4th of July festivities! We’ve had all
three local news stations come to Custer to do interviews, there’s an article in this week’s Custer Chronicle, and
our Facebook posts have been shared hundreds of times.
Don’t forget that if you’d like to sponsor the fireworks you can do that through the Chamber. OR the fire cadets
will be walking through the Patriot’s Parade on Saturday with the boots that you can drop money into as well. A
big THANK YOU to everyone who has already donated! See the list below of this year’s sponsors…so far! And
also thank you to the Custer VFD for their hard work year after year, for over 70 years, putting on an awesome
fireworks display!
We’re looking forward to another great 4th of July celebration!
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Area Meetings
Here are some highlights from the latest COVID-19 research:
Four in ten Americans are still feeling uncertain about traveling.
63% of visitors are looking for enhanced cleaning protocols when they do
decide to take a trip. 43% of travelers considering activities, attractions or
tours stated a clear, thorough cleaning and hygiene plan is by far the most
important factor.
While travel continues to increase nationwide, consumer sentiment
regarding the virus worsened this past week. 50.6% of travelers now expect
the coronavirus situation to get worse in our country versus 47.7% the
previous week.
The percentage of Americans who cancelled trips dropped significantly
from 44% last week to just 37% this week.
Booking demand for a South Dakota trip increased 60% week-over-week.
South Dakota remains in the Top 10 most improved states year-over-year.
Since the lowest point of demand the week of April 5, bookings have
increased 430%.
Since the lowest point of demand the week of April 5, searches for South
Dakota have increased 226%. South Dakota remains in the Top 10 most
improved states in terms of search demand and is the third most improved
for the week ending June 14.
Core markets for South Dakota continue to show increased engagement
week-over-week: Minneapolis +54%, Chicago +44%, Kansas City +168%,
Denver +102% and Milwaukee +46%.
Thank you to our research partners for providing this information: Tourism
Economics, Destination Analysts, STR, U.S. Travel Association, Arrivalist, Miles
Partnership, MMGY Travel Intelligence, ADARA and Longwoods International.
We JUST received word this morning that state and local governments may now
use Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) dollars for travel promotion! GREAT NEWS!
Here is what the U.S. Travel Association shared:
Good news! State and local governments may use the Coronavirus Relief Fund
(CRF) for travel promotion:
The U.S. Department of Treasury issued new FAQs this week for the CRF, which
clarifies that state and local governments may provide CRF funds to destination
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marketing organizations to re-market convention facilities and the tourism
industry. The new FAQ was issued in response to a U.S. Travel letter submitted to
U.S. Treasury Secretary Mnuchin seeking clarity on the CRF and asking for
guidance on the use of these funds for DMOs.
CRF funds are granted to state and local governments, who in turn can
allocate these funds to respond to fallout from the coronavirus pandemic,
including providing funds to DMOs.
According to the FAQ, "expenses incurred to publicize the resumption of
activities and steps taken to ensure a safe experience may be needed due to
the public health emergency."
Also, the U.S. Travel Association has put together a toolkit for the travel industry
that we can utilize to help inspire confidence in travelers that they will see
consistent health and safety measures during their trips. Here is what they shared:
On Monday, U.S. Travel released #TravelConfidently, a shared responsibility
toolkit, broadly throughout the travel industry. These resources can be used to
inspire confidence in travelers that they will see consistent health and safety
measures throughout their entire journey and remind travelers and residents that
they, too, have a role to play when it comes to ensuring a healthy and safe travel
experience for all. We encourage you to incorporate these resources in your own
communications and share them with your members and audiences.
We wish you all a wonderful weekend. Stay well! THANKS for all you are doing!
All our best,
Jim and Team

Learn More

Hello, Industry Friends!
It is almost here! We have been working diligently to bring back South Dakota’s Mount Rushmore Fireworks
Celebration. We are so grateful to Governor Noem, her team, the White House and President Trump for their support.
Together, we will share and celebrate South Dakota’s Shrine of Democracy with people across the world.
This amazing event will be livestreamed at TravelSouthDakota.com/RushmoreFireworks. We hope you’ll join us in
viewing this celebration. You may want to consider hosting watch parties at your properties and businesses for guests
unable to attend.
For lodging properties in and around the Keystone and greater Black Hills area, you may have guests who are ticketholders who are being directed to Rapid City for shuttle service to and from Mount Rushmore. It is very important that
they follow all email and ticket instructions regarding parking and shuttle requirements. Shuttle users must use the
shuttle. If they ignore these instructions and drive to the event, they will be turned away and may not have time to make
it back to Rapid City to catch the shuttle. We appreciate any help in sharing this information with guests. Also, there is a
full list of questions and answers on TravelSouthDakota.com/RushmoreFireworks.
Thank you and your staff for all you are doing to welcome guests to South Dakota this week. We understand that your
resources are stretched thin, but know that you are doing an incredible job of taking care of people. Please remember
that you can always consult this guide for industry members on handling inquiries regarding South Dakota’s Mount
Rushmore Fireworks Celebration 2020.
Have a safe, happy and festive 4th of July weekend!
All our best,
Jim and Team
Jim Hagen
Secretary of Tourism
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CHAMBER HAPPENINGS
Due to the COVID -19 pandemic, the events for this year’s 4th of July celebration will be slightly different.
While we will be holding the parade on July 4th, we will not be holding our youth events this year. We
would like you to consider making a donation to the Custer Volunteer Fire Department for the fireworks
this year lieu of your usual sponsorship of our event. The Chamber has agreed to facilitate the collection of
donations for the Fire Department this year.
The Volunteer Fire Department has been putting on the 4th of July show since before WWII! The show,
which lasts between 20 and 30 minutes, consists of live music and a $15,000 fireworks display. The
volunteers begin their day at 6am on the 4th getting everything ready for the show. These individuals work
tirelessly all day long until 11pm and are back again at 6 am for cleanup duty on July 5 th! These long hours
have been hindering the collection of donations that help defray the cost of the show.
Both the fireworks and the parade are crowd favorites and bring many visitors to Custer each year. Let’s
all work together to help the Fire Department put on an amazing fireworks display again this year.
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The Custer City public restroom facilities will be
open 7 am - 10 pm.
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Sponsorship Form

New Hours for the Chamber Office starting Monday, June 29.

Make sure to check out our new series on
our Facebook page:
Wish You Were Here Wednesday
Each week we highlight one member
attraction, showing that we are OPEN and
ready for visitors.

Addiction Recovery Centers of the Black Hills
P & C Custom Interiors, LLC

AREA EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Scholarship Application
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Month of Caring Toolkit

www.moccasinsprings.com
Our natural mineral spring fed pools, range in
temperatures from 88-102+ degrees! Check out our
website for spa services and more details! Book your
Accommodations directly through our website.
Bluebird Mesa Cabins, Earth Home and The Rosita
Bungalow open year round! Book now or check
dates: www.moccasinsprings.com

PRESS RELEASES

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation
Jadwiga Ziolkowski
605-673-4681
jadwiga@crazyhorse.org

Exhibit by Jim YellowHawk at Crazy Horse Memorial®
June 29, 2020 – Crazy Horse, SD
The Indian Museum of North America® is pleased to announce that we will be hosting a new exhibit this
summer by the incredibly talented Lakota Artist, and our friend, Jim YellowHawk.
Entitled, 'Hehaka Pa ena Cetan Gi Lenauns Naca hecapi Wicabluonihan: These two leaders are my
grandfathers, Elk Head and Yellow Hawk. I honor them.' The exhibit uses historical photos of Jim’s
grandfathers, Elk Head and Yellow Hawk, combined with artwork featuring and inspired by each
grandfather. Side by side with each piece will be a replica artwork, from other commissioned artists,
recreating the original pipe-bags carried by each man. Joined with the stories of Jim’s family, and his
history as a Lakota and an artist, this exhibit honors his ancestry through his own modern artistic
perspective.
Don’t miss the premiere of this new original exhibition, presented in The Native American Educational &
Cultural Center®, July 1st through August 31st 2020, at The Indian Museum of North America® at Crazy
Horse Memorial. Follow The Indian Museum of North America® on Facebook for more details!

For more information, please visit www.crazyhorsememorial.org and follow The Indian Museum of North
America® on all social media or contact Lee Rainboth, Cultural Programs Manager,
culturalprograms@crazyhorse.org, phone 605-673-4681.
About Crazy Horse Memorial
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation’s mission is to honor, protect, and preserve the culture, traditions,
and living heritage of the Indians of North America. The Memorial fulfills its mission by continuing the
progress on the world’s largest mountain sculpture, acting as a repository for Native American artifacts,
arts and crafts through THE INDIAN MUSEUM OF NORTH AMERICA® and THE NATIVE AMERICAN
EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL CENTER®; by establishing and operating THE INDIAN UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH AMERICA®, and when practical, a medical training center for American Indians.
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Black Hills National Forest
1019 N. 5 th St.
Custer, SD 57730
(605) 673-9200
www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills

News Release
Media Contact: Scott Jacobson

(605) 440-1409
scott.j.jacobson@usda.gov

July 4th Fire Safety on the Black Hills National Forest
Custer, SD, Jun. 30, 2020 –With Independence Day just around the corner, Black Hills National
Forest officials are reminding the public that fireworks are prohibited on the Black Hills National Forest
and within the Black Hills Fire Protection District.
“Possessing, discharging or using any kind of fireworks or pyrotechnic device is prohibited on the Black
Hills National Forest, year round, regardless of weather conditions or holidays,” said Scott Jacobson,
Public Affairs Officer, Black Hills National Forest.
In addition to fire restrictions within the Black Hills Fire Protection District, other fire restrictions for
local, state and federal agencies can be found on the Black Hills Fire Restrictions website. Please visit the
Current Fire Danger link for conditions on the forest and prairie.
Campfires are permitted on the Black Hills National Forest only in established metal fire rings or grills
that are in designated sites within a developed campground, recreation area or picnic ground. “Before
leaving a campfire, the fire must be completely extinguished and cold to the touch to prevent unwanted
human-caused wildfires,” said Jacobson.
To minimize human-caused wildfires, please consider the following:
Campfires must be cold to the touch before leaving the area.
Dispose of cigarette debris in an ashtray.
Avoid driving vehicles in tall grass. Hot catalytic converters can ignite grass.
Ensure spark arresters are on all portable gasoline-powered equipment.
Avoid dragging trailer chains. Dragging chains can throw sparks.
Maintain proper tire pressure. Blown tires can cause steel rims to throw sparks.
For more fire information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/blackhills/home/?cid=STELPRDB5405590
-USDAUSDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
July 4
Patriot's Parade
10 am
Down Mt Rushmore Road to 2nd Street - Then down
Washington Street to the Veterans' Memorial

July 4
Flag Ceremonies
11 am
Veterans' Memorial Park

July 4
Fireworks on Pageant Hill
at dusk (about 9:30pm)

July 16-19
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St

July 17-19
Gold Discovery Days Arts & Crafts Festival
Washington St

July 18
Gold Discovery Days Parade
Line up on Pageant Hill, 9th Street to Gordon Street, Gordon Street to 8th St, 8th
Street to Mt Rushmore Rd, West on Mt Rushmore Rd to 2nd Street, up 2nd Street to
Crook Street.

Custer Senior Center
Click here for June Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

HUMOR

Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
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