Minutes, Not Miles, From Adventure

*** when viewing on a mobile device- please scroll down and click on "view entire message" to view Buffalo
Bytes in correct formatting***

CUSTER CONNECTIONS
With the exception of a couple storm showers that came through the area, the 98 th Annual Gold Discovery Days
went off without a hitch. This year we had many of the same events that we’ve had for a long time like the gold
nugget hunt and Arts & Crafts Festival, and of course we brought the carnival back again for the 3rd year. But we
also introduced a new event, the Gold Panner’s Race, that had a great first year. We want to extend a big thank you
to Custer Do It Best for sponsoring the wheel barrows, Custer Ace Hardware for donating sand, our Gold
Discovery Days Royalty who didn’t hesitate to demonstrate the race a couple times, the buyers of the teams, and of
course the 9 teams who participated. We also couldn’t have pulled off the race without the help of our Board
Members who organized and worked the event, Jeff Storm who did the auctioneering for the Calcutta, the bid
callers who helped with the Calcutta, and Mitch McLain/General Custer and Russ Bailey who helped referee the
event. Congratulations to our Chamber Board Member, Diane Dennis, whose family members won the race! And
to our Chamber Member, NTXLAW, who was the buyer of the winning team!
We are sure that most of you enjoyed hearing the information about the parade registrants. This is thanks, in large
part, to our amazing parade announcers, Mike Chase and Steve Engelbrecht. And an extra special thank you to our
parade coordinator, Amy Bailey, who volunteers countless hours to make the Gold Discovery Days Parade one of
the best in the Black Hills.
The Bob Plaisted Memorial Car Show was a big success again this year due to the hard work of State Farm
Insurance, S & B Motors, their many volunteers and sponsors. Again this year there was over 100 cars in
attendance and thousands of spectators who voted for their favorite entry.

The Corn Hole Tournament continues to grow and draw special participants from around the country. We want to
be sure to thank all the people that helped to make this event so successful.
We really appreciate the Royalty, Junior Royalty and Western Skies Realty helping with this year's Gold Nugget
Hunt, where we were able to give away lots of candy, prizes and a few carnival tickets to our many little gold
miners.
We also want to give a big shoutout to NewsCenter1 who gave us great coverage of this year’s Gold Discovery
Days. Anya Mueller was here the week before to put together a story that ran the week of the event. Then I was
invited to do a live in-studio interview on Thursday morning with Samantha Chadwell and Brant Beckman. That
was followed up with a live interview at the carnival on Friday night with Colton Hall, and then Colton did a live
interview at the Arts & Crafts Festival with the royalty girls. And finally, Colton was back on Saturday to
interview me at the Car Show for a segment that aired later that night. We are so fortunate to have the support of
our local television stations, and are always excited when they want to feature us.
I couldn’t make it through Gold Discovery Days without the help of our Chamber mom! She was around all
weekend and ready to jump in wherever she was needed. She even slaved away out in the hot sun for several hours
helping us mark the spots for the Arts & Crafts Fair. Overall, we had so many people volunteer to help make this a
great event. Whether it was working the GDD Booth at the Arts & Crafts Fair to pounding posts for banners to
putting out signs for the parade. We couldn’t do an event like this without those people and the help they
provide! THANK YOU!!!!
We hope that you all had a great time during Gold Discovery Days, and that your businesses benefitted from the
thousands of people who were here to celebrate.
Special thanks to our many sponsors. Without you, this event would not be possible!
Event Sponsors
· Adventure Rentals
Alpha Builders
Bavarian Inn
Begging Burro, Mt. Rushmore Brewing Co, JBJ Enterprises, Main Street Marketplace
Black Hills Dumpster Rentals
Black Hills Energy
Black Hills Federal Credit Union
Chalet Motel
Crazy Horse Memorial
Custer Ace Hardware
Custer Area Arts Council
Custer County Republicans
Custer Do It Best
Custer Hospitality Hotels & Resort
Custer State Park
Edward Jones-Kris Zerbe & Jim Meyer
Freeman’s Electric
French Creek RV Park
Gold Pan Saloon
Horatio’s Homemade Ice Cream
Jenny’s Floral
K2 Masonry & Concrete
Lewis Realty Keller Williams
LFC Veterinary Service
Lynn’s Dakotamart

McGas
NXTLAW
Monument Health
Nielsen Enterprises
Pacer Minerals
Rush Mountain Adventure Park
Sander Sanitation
Sentinel Federal Credit Union
South Dakota Outdoor Shop
Southern Hills Publishing
Southern Hills Title
Starr Insurance
Tommy’s Detailing
Vector Design Print and Tech
Craig Reindl of Western Skies Real Estate
Car Show Sponsors
Custer State Farm
S&B Motors
Southern Hills Title
Tommy’s Detailing
K2 Masonry & Concrete
Hindle Construction
Carnival Wristband Sponsors
Custer Do It Best
Ketel Thorstenson
Kainz Powerlines
Pacer Minerals
Starr Insurance
NXTLAW
Southern Hills Title
Nielsen Enterprises
Southern Hills Publishing
Star Ridge Advertisments
South Dakota Outdoor Shop
Alpha Builders
Black Hills Balloons
Chalet Motel
Highmark Credit Union
Bland Excavating
Gold Pan Saloon
Custer County Democrats
Custer Senior Center
K2 Masonry & Concrete
American Family Insurance
Multiple donors who wish to remain anonymous
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Chamber Staff
Dolsee Davenport
Executive Director
ddavenport@custersd.com
Dawn Murray
Office & Events Assistant
dmurray@custersd.com
Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com
Amy Brazell
Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com

Hello, Tourism Friends!
The South Dakota Department of Tourism is launching a comprehensive strategic
planning process and we need your input. Below, you will find information regarding an
industry stakeholder survey that is a crucial element of our planning process. Our goal is
to create a plan that is industry-informed and takes into consideration the needs and
expectations of our stakeholders whose businesses and livelihoods depend on a thriving
tourism economy. Your anonymous responses to this 15-minute survey will guide us as
we create our next three-year strategic plan, and will be a part of shaping the future of the
South Dakota tourism industry for years to come.
Access the survey here: https://www.research.net/r/SDDT-Strategic-Planning-Survey
We ask that you complete the survey in one sitting, and that you submit your responses
by end of day on Thursday, July 29, 2021. If you have any questions, feel free to contact
me or Wanda Goodman. We can be reached at James.Hagen@TravelSouthDakota.com or
Wanda.Goodman@TravelSouthDakota.com.
Thank you for your participation and input!
All our best,
Jim and Team

Darian Block
Events Intern
custerchambersd@gmail.com

2021
Board Of Directors
Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - VP
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Jim Ashmore
Diane Dennis
Steve Engelbrecht
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt

Corbin Herman - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Leah Scott - BID Liaison
Kobee Stalder- CSP Liaison

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS

AREA EVENTS
The Avis Hespen Garden Tour is Sunday,
July 25 from 1-4pm
The Custer Mile High Garden Club will have seven
gardens to show off the work of several dedicated
gardeners. You can expect to see manicured lawns;
colorful annuals and perennials; a variety of trees; fruit
trees; a solar fountain; different forms of raises gardens;
and a small green house. you will also see bountiful
gardens and several ideas of how to garden alongside
our abundant deer. Flyers with garden descriptions
addresses and directions are available at the Custer
County Library, Custer Area Chamber of Commerce,
Jenny's Floral (back door) and Custer Senior Center or
you can start the tour at the 1881 Courthouse Museum
and pick up a flyer there.
The event is set for July 25th from 1-4pm, followed by

root beer floats at Dakota Greens Greenhouse.

Click for a printable copy

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Click for Entry Form

As United Way of the Black Hills (UWBH) prepares for the upcoming Month of Caring in September,
organizations and individuals are encourage still have time to organize projects and register as a
volunteer.
Month of Caring is an opportunity to tackle large and small projects in the local community that otherwise
may not get accomplished. In the past, Month of Caring volunteers helped at local senior centers;
painting houses for the elderly and disabled; and doing lawn work for local non-profit organizations.
Projects can also be outside of the box and completed individually or even virtually. Some ideas include:
virtually reading a kids book for a daycare; assemble care bags for local women’s shelters; build a
neighborhood library; pick up trash along neighborhood roads; call nursing homes to see if any of the
residents could benefit from any virtual visiting, artwork to brighten their windows/doors/social areas; and
more!
Volunteer registration in order to receive a t-shirt is August 2nd.
Nonprofit organizations and individual homeowners that are elderly, disabled, or a veteran can register a
project by August 26th, 2021. Project sites must provide the materials and tools necessary to complete
the project.
Volunteers and project sites may register by contacting Rosellen Reese, Month of Caring Coordinator ,at
(605) 343-5872, or register online at: www.unitedwayblackhills.org/month-caring

Membership Spotlight
This could be you!
Send a few photos and a short write up about your business to dmurray@custersd.com

PRESS RELEASES

Click for printable copy

Mark Your Calendar

July 30
Ribbon Cutting
Garland Lee Goff Attorney at Law, LLC
220 N 5th Street
4pm

August 6-15
Custer Cruisin'
downtown Custer

August 14
Lean Horse 100
Mickelson Trail

August 21
City Wide Rummage Sale
downtown Custer

September 5
Studebaker Car Show
6th Street

September 16-18
Mickelson Trail Trek

Mickelson Trail

September 24
Buffalo Round-up
Custer State Park

September 25
Fall Festival
downtown Custer

September 26
Fall Volksmarch
Crazy Horse Memorial

First Choice Lock and Key
Buffalo Boys
 rairie Berry Winery & Miner Brewing Company
P
Tommy's Detailing

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for July Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

HUMOR

HELP WANTED
Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website

Send Us An Email
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