Minutes, Not Miles, From Adventure

CUSTER CONNECTIONS
Top 10 Reasons to Shop Local
(from The Local Good https://thelocalgood.ca/top-10-reasons-to-shop-local/)
“Going local does not mean walling off the outside world. It means nurturing locally owned businesses
which use local resources sustainably, employ local workers at decent wages and serve primarily local
consumers. It means becoming more self-sufficient and less dependent on imports. Control moves from
the boardrooms of distant corporations and back into the community where it belongs.” – Michael H.
Shuman, author of the book Going Local.
1. Local Economic Stimulus. When you purchase at locally owned businesses rather than nationally
owned, more money is kept in the community because locally-owned businesses often purchase from
other local businesses, service providers and farms. Purchasing local helps grow other businesses as
well as the local tax base.
2. Non-Profits Receive Greater Support. Local business owners donate more to local charities than
non-local owners.
3. Unique Businesses Create Character & Prosperity. The unique character of your local community
is defined in large part by the business that reside there, and that plays a big factor in your overall
satisfaction with where you live and the value of your home and property.
4. Environmental Impact Is Reduced. Small local business usually set up shop in the town/village
center, providing a centralized variety that is much friendlier to a community’s walk score than out of
town shopping malls. This generally means contributing less to sprawl, congestion, habitat loss and

pollution.
5. Most New Jobs Are Provided by Local Businesses. Small local businesses are the largest
employers nationally. Plus, the more jobs you have in your local community the less people are going to
have to commute which means more time and less traffic and pollution.
6. Customer Service Is Better. Local businesses often hire people with more specific product expertise
for better customer service. You are also going to see these people around town and they are less likely
to blow you off or be rude because they have to face you day after day.
7. Local Business Owners Invest in Community. Local businesses are owned by people who live in
this community, are less likely to leave, and are more invested in the community’s welfare and future.
8. Public Benefits Far Outweigh Public Costs. Local businesses require comparatively little
infrastructure and more efficiently utilize public services relative to chain stores.
9. Competition and Diversity Leads to More Consumer Choices. A marketplace of thousands of
small businesses is the best way to ensure innovation and low prices over the long-term.
10. You Matter More. We talk a lot about exerting influence with your purchasing choices, or “voting with
your wallet.” It’s a fact that businesses respond to their customers but your values and desires are much
more influential to your local community business than the large big box stores.
Here at the Chamber we do everything we can to support local businesses and promote our
community. We encourage you to #SupportLocalEverything each and every day!
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Hello, Tourism Friends!
We continue to receive emails from people from all over the country about
how excited they are to visit our state and, in some cases, stating that they
want to move here! In addition, we continue to receive some encouraging
reports from partners, and it is clear that we are beginning to make some
positive strides in travel spending and visitation in a few areas in the state.
See below for the latest in our COVID-19 Weekly Research Update:
South Dakota was one of five states that surpassed the 50%
occupancy rate mark in June, exceeding the national average of
42%.
The western region of South Dakota reached the highest occupancy
levels in June at 54%, followed by the central region at 53%.
On the national level, the percentage of American travelers who now
feel safe traveling outside their community has fallen again to 38%,
also a low since mid-May.
The percentage of consumers who expect the coronavirus to worsen
within the next month decreased from 62.7% last week to 59.8%.
Outdoor recreation, scenic drives, wildlife viewing and camping
continue to lead the way as popular activities for our guests.
Visitation to our state parks increased by more than 20% for the
month of June when compared to last year. This is a 30% increase
calendar year-to-date.
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Thank you to our research partners for providing this information: Tourism
Economics, Destination Analysts, STR, U.S. Travel Association, Arrivalist,
Miles Partnership, MMGY Travel Intelligence, ADARA, and Longwoods
International.
I’d like to take this opportunity to call out a few additional items this week:
1. Funds remain available in the U.S. Small Business Administration’s
programs established to provide relief for businesses impacted by
COVID-19. The Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) and Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) still have funds available for South Dakota
businesses. The August 8th, 2020 application deadline for the PPP
is fast approaching. Check with a South Dakota SBA Lender in your
community for more information and to apply. If your primary lender
is done accepting applications, you may use a different lender. EIDL
applications are available directly through SBA Disaster Assistance.
2. 605strong.com has been developed to provide mental health
assistance to people struggling due to the impact of COVID-19.
Please help us spread the word to your employees and others in
your community. If they are in need of assistance, they can call 211
to speak with a counselor as well as access resources and support
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Custer Economic
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on 605strong.com. This is a positive step for you or those you care
about to help with depression, anxiety and stress during this difficult
time.
3. We’d like to thank all of our partners who joined us Wednesday for
the South Dakota Department of Health webinar. Consumers have
stated that their health and safety is the number one concern when
traveling, and we must continue to ensure our communities and
businesses are ready and able to provide that for them. If you were
unable to participate, you can view the webinar recording and deck.
4. The Sturgis Motorcycle Rally is just around the corner, and we know
many of you are fielding calls and taking questions from visitors
about the upcoming event. We will be sharing a one-sheeter with
you next week that covers some basic talking points about the best
routes to take through our state to get to Sturgis. The one-sheeter
will also share a few reminders about keeping our bikers and visitors
safe while they are in our state.
Have a great weekend and keep up your efforts in taking good care of
yourselves and our visitors.
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All our best,
Jim and Team
Jim Hagen
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Learn More

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS

The Custer Chamber is extremely excited to have worked with NewsCenter1 Media Group on their
new series, “Connect Now Adventures.” Episode 1 premiered on July 17, and a couple more episodes
about Custer will be coming soon. Our Chamber members Black Hills Aerial Adventures, Crazy Horse
Memorial, Adventure Rentals, and Custer State Park were featured in the first episode.
Check it out now! And stay tuned for the next episodes!
View here

Make sure to check out our new series on
our Facebook page:
Wish You Were Here Wednesday
Each week we highlight one member
attraction, showing that we are OPEN and
ready for visitors.

AJ's Ore Car Saloon
Central Hills Crane Service
 uster's Last Chance RV Park & Campground
C
LaMonte's Auto Sales & Rentals

Addiction Recovery Centers of the Black Hills
P & C Custom Interiors, LLC

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
St John Baptist Catholic Church is located at 449 Harney
Street in Custer. They are part of the Diocese of Rapid City
(western South Dakota). Their mission is to attract and
form intentional disciples who joyfully, boldly, and
lovingly proclaim and live the mission of Jesus Christ
leading to eternal life.
Their Core Values: Prayer helps to encounter God in Christ,
through the Holy Spirit, according to one’s own culture.
The Church seeks to live a life of Stewardship by being
generous to others.
They show Solidarity in Christ by accepting all people as
brothers and sisters and work for the common good of all.
They work to extend Mercy to others as they have received
compassion and forgiveness from God.
They show Love to others as God first loved us.
They are committed to Family — the foundation of our
society.
Please come join the parishioners of St John's in worshiping
God — Sunday Masses are:
Saturday evening at 5:30 PM and Sunday morning at 8:00
AM
The Church is currently limited to 56 people at Masses.
Please check our Mass scheduling system to inquire about
openings and obtaining any "tickets" for yourself and/or
household. http://sjb-cu.eventbrite.com
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

August 7-16
Custer Cruisin'
City of Custer

August 11
Custer Mayor's Ride
registration until 1 pm

August 15
Community Wide Rummage Sale

August 27
Chamber Mixer
5pm at Steele Collision- co-hosted by Starr Insurance

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for August Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

HUMOR

Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website
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