Minutes, Not Miles, From Adventure
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Bytes in correct formatting***

CUSTER CONNECTIONS
Collectively our staff chose the word HECTIC as our word for the month of June.
Starting with the Tesla Rally in May, we have an event every 2-3 weeks throughout the summer, and that’s not
counting the events that someone else plans that we just help with. I’m talking about Custer Chamber events. So,
at the beginning of the month, we had the 3rd Annual Off-Road Rally. Registration was a little slow to start, but the
last week or so saw a steep increase in people signing up for the event. The final count was 85 machines and 169
people. We also sold 200 poker hands. All these numbers are records for the event. Dawn and I “got to” drive the
Poker Run route a couple of times, first putting out the cones, then picking them up, and it really was a beautiful
ride! We stopped several times to take pictures…most of which you’ll see at some point soon on our social media
accounts. We also saw a skunk and an elk! Needless to say, we had an adventurous weekend! (thanks Adventure
Rentals for letting us use a utv!!!)
Then right after the Off-Road Rally, we had a large group of bikes in Custer for the Mickelson Trail
Summer Trek. We’re grateful that Game, Fish & Parks continues to have their trail treks start in Custer
each year! Your Custer Chamber staff provided coffee and some breakfast items for the attendees on the
first and second days of the trek. And our office makes a good starting point since we’re right next to
trailhead #10.
Now we’re knee deep in planning for the upcoming Fourth of July Celebration and the 98 th Annual Gold
Discovery Days. These are two large events that bring a lot of people to town to stay at our hotels, eat at our

restaurants, and spend money at our local businesses. But we can’t do these events on our own…we need
YOU! Please consider volunteering to help supervise bouncy houses at the 4th of July Kids’ Fair, donating to the
fireworks, sponsoring some carnival tickets for local kids, or supporting one or both events monetarily.
As we like to say, “We’re minutes, not miles, from Independence Day fun!” and “We’re minutes, not miles, from
the discovery of gold!”
Here’s to another great month of summer 2021!
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Hello, Tourism Friends,
The hidden gems in your area, the local spots in our state that visitors should know about,
the places just waiting to be discovered (or rediscovered) — these are the questions for
which we are in search of answers!
The Department of Tourism is beginning work on an initiative that continues to encourage
travelers to explore all corners of the state, from big cities to small towns, interstate
highways to county highways, and all the places in between. With so many great gems in
every corner of our state, we want to help our visitors find them. We have to make it
easier, though, and our new technology partner, Bandwango, is going to help us develop
mobile trails and passes to do just that.
Please take two minutes to complete our survey and let us know what you think are the
genuinely must-see and do South Dakota experiences in your area. Your input will help
guide this initiative from the Department of Tourism. Thank you for responding by
Friday, June 18!
Survey Link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/92J3GSZ
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The horseless carriage that has carried Teddy Roosevelt (Gib Young) the last couple of
years is not available this year. If anyone has a connection to a period-appropriate
vehicle that would be available for the 4th of July parade, please let us know. You can
email info@custersd.com or call 605-673-2244.

Help spread the word!!!
Summer Sack Lunches are available to children, ages 0-18, at the YMCA Monday through Friday.
Kids can run into the Y and grab a lunch and drink from the Sack Lunch refrigerator.
There is no sign-up required.

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS

Click here for sponsorship form

If you would like to help at this year's event please call 605-673-2244 or email info@custersd.com

Click for sponsorship form

AREA EVENTS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Membership Spotlight

This could be you!
Send a few photos and a short write up about your business to dmurray@custersd.com
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Moon Walk to host “Black Hills Caves and Karst Systems”
Celebrating the International Year of Caves and Karst
Custer, S.D., June 24, 2021— The Black Hills National Forest will hold its first Moon Walk of the year on
Saturday, June 26 at 7:00 p.m. This two-mile, out-and-back hike will take place along the Hell Canyon Trail,
located one-mile west of Jewel Cave National Monument.
Featured speakers, Adam Weaver, Vice President, National Speleological Society, and Karl Emanuel, Geologist,
Black Hills National Forest, will discuss the caves and karst systems in the Black Hills, which are some of the most
significant and unique in the world. Participants will learn about specific interactions that caves, water resources,
and changing geologic layers have in western South Dakota. Participants will also learn about local and national
cave conservation efforts.
Traveling to the Moon Walk, start at the stop light in downtown Custer, SD, (Mt. Rushmore Road & Highway
16). Travel west on U.S. Highway 16 for 13.9 miles (approx. 20 minutes), then turn north (right) into the Hell
Canyon Trailhead parking area. A sign will be posted at the trailhead to help guide visitors to the parking
area. Please drive carefully through the Monument and surrounding forest, as wildlife sightings along the roadway
are not uncommon in the early evening.
Visitors are encouraged to bring flashlights, water, and bug repellant and dress for cooler night-time
temperatures. Long pants and sturdy footwear (hiking boots or athletic shoes) are recommended for your comfort
and safety while hiking on uneven terrain.
The program may be cancelled unexpectedly for unforeseen reasons, such as lightning, high fire danger, severe
weather, and other sporadic reasons beyond control. The program will not be cancelled due to rain unless lightning
is spotted. Please arrive early to provide ample time for parking vehicles, as over 100 visitors per walk have
attended the programs in past years.

The Black Hills National Forest, in partnership with Black Hills Parks & Forests Association, is selling
‘Black Hills Moon Walk’ collector pins. This year’s pin, 1.125-inches in diameter, features a beaver
swimming with a branch in its mouth. A different designed pin is created each year. You can purchase
the 2021 pin for $5.00 (cash only), at the Moon Walk programs. Your purchase of this pin will directly
support future Moon Walks and other educational programs and visitor services within the Forest.
For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills, follow the
Forest on Facebook www.facebook.com/blackhillsnf or Twitter https://twitter.com/BlackHillsNF.
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Trail #9 South – Black Elk Peak Trail Maintenance
Temporary Closure of 1.2 miles from July 6-14, 2021
Custer, S.D., June 22, 2021— Black Hills National Forest officials have issued a temporary closure
order for Trail #9 South from the boundary line of Custer State Park and Black Hills National Forest,
northeast to the intersection of Trail #3 – Norbeck Trail.
The closure order is in effect from July 6 - 14, 2021.
Trail #9 South (normally open to hiking and stock use) is the most heavily used trail on the Forest with
approximately 500 visitors a day during peak use. Allowing use on this trail during heavy maintenance
could impede public safety and hinder trail maintenance operations.
The Student Conservation Association, two crews of the Montana Conservation Corps, and Forest
Service crews will be working on the trail installing drainage structures and moving large rocks for
erosion control and stabilization of the trail.
Access to Black Elk Peak will remain available from Sylvan Lake within Custer State Park via Trail #4 –
Little Devils Tower. (See trail map (pg. 2) for reroute options:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd921637.pdf). Please note: Entrance fees
are collected by Custer State Park. For questions regarding entrance, please contact Custer State Park
Headquarters at (605) 255-4515.
Forest officials are encouraging visitors to discover other scenic trails. Nearby Custer State Park trails

include Little Devils Tower Trail, Sunday Gulch Trail, and the Lakeshore Trail on Sylvan Lake. Trail #2 Lost Cabin Trail and Trail #3 - Norbeck Trail are also nearby in the Black Elk Wilderness.
For more information on this project, see the FAQs document at
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd925184.pdf.
For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/.
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
(Photo: The Forest Service, Student Conservation Association, Wyoming Conservation Corps, and
volunteers completed several projects on Trail #9 in the late summer / fall of 2020. USDA Forest
Service Photo)
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Public Comments Requested for
Salvage Timber Sale

Custer, S.D., June 21, 2021— The Hell Canyon Ranger District of the Black Hills National Forest is
requesting public input on a proposed project to salvage trees affected by a tornado that occurred east
and south of Custer, S.D. on May 23, 2021.
Three areas of concentrated blow down have been identified which total approximately 1508 acres within
a larger project area. The affected area is predominantly Ponderosa Pine trees with small areas of grass
and aspen sites.
The large number of damaged trees sets the stage for an insect infestation to occur and affect other trees
and adjacent stands of trees. The Ips Engraver Beetle is known to infest pine and spruce trees targeting
root injuries or stressed trees, allowing them to build up their populations. The areas of blowdown are
also located next to private land.
The proposed activity includes removing the downed trees, as well as standing trees that were damaged
in the storm, cutting into log lengths, and hauling those logs off site. This includes broken tops or leaning
trees. The resulting slash would be lopped and scattered across most of the areas. However, in the areas
where the damage was concentrated, the
option of piling slash away from private property and other
improvements may be used. It is anticipated that this activity would be accomplished as two commercial
timber sales.
The three cut areas will be accessed using existing system and non-system roads with minimal
maintenance needed. No new system road construction will occur. Up to one mile of temporary
construction may be needed and would be decommissioned after use.
Tree removal needs to occur quickly to capture the value of the wood prior to an insect infestation. A
timely response will also reduce the risk of wildfire in this area by reducing the fuel load.
Implementation could begin after a decision memo is signed, which is anticipated in late June 2021.
Projects of this nature require the issuance of a decision memo but are not subject to objection. While a
decision made on this project will be final, all public comments on the proposed action will be
considered.
Comments are requested by June 24, 2021. Comments may be submitted via email at commentsrocky-mountain-black-hills-hell-canyon@usda.gov
Please use "Flying Monkeys Salvage Project" in the subject line. Other ways to comment include
phone: 605-673-9200; fax: 605-673-9350; or via postal service: Tracy Anderson, District Ranger, 1019
N. 5th Street, Custer, SD 57730. This information is also available on the Black Hills website at:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60264 or from the Hell Canyon Ranger District.
Questions regarding the project can be submitted to Wendy Schuyler at wendy.schuyler@usda.gov , or
605-673-9361 Monday through Friday, between 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. MST.
For more information on the Black Hills National Forest, visit www.fs.usda.gov/blackhills/
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HistoriCorps, Boxelder Job Corps and Forest Service
Working to Preserve CCC Buildings

Custer, S.D., June 14, 2021— HistoriCorps and Boxelder Job Corps Center are working with employees from the
Black Hills National Forest to preserve historic structures built by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) at the
Tepee Work Center, west of Custer, SD.
When: The media is invited on Wed., June 16, 10:30 a.m. – noon
Where: To reach the Tepee Work Center from Custer, SD take Highway 16 west for approximately 26
miles. The Center is located on the south side of Highway 16 and is marked with an entrance sign.
Who:
The media will have the opportunity to see preservation work firsthand and interview several partners who are
involved. A crew from HistoriCorps will be at the project. This non-profit organization specializes in preserving
historic structures on public lands. Students from the Boxelder Job Corps Center will also be on site. The Center
works with youth, 16-24, to further education, build skills and job training.
This project is also one of four local Black Hills National Forest projects that was selected as part of the Great
American Outdoors Act for 2021. This project strengthens shared stewardship of the national forest by expanding
Forest Service work with partners.
Why: The intent of the project is to remove the existing coating on three historic structures and apply a new
preservative treatment to closely match the original appearance.
By protecting and preserving significant historic properties, the agency ensures that future generations
will have an opportunity to discover the human story etched on the landscape of the national forest.
###
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Clockwise from upper left - Historic photo of Battle of Little Big Horn survivors,
Team BearsHeart PowWow dancers, Ruth Ziolkowski, Legends in Light Laser Show spectacular.

Crazy Horse Memorial®: A SPECIAL TRIBUTE DAY AT
CRAZY HORSE MEMORIAL, Saturday, June 26th
June 10, 2021 – CUSTER, SD
In lieu of the annual pyrotechnics of theNight Blast on the Mountain event, this year Crazy Horse
Memorial will instead feature a special tribute day on Saturday, June 26th - please join us as we pay
tribute to not only you, our supporters but also as we celebrate the birthday of founder Ruth Ziolkowski
and remember the June 25th, 1876 anniversary of the Battle of the Little Bighorn.
The day will feature special museum tours and craft activities, in addition to the following programming:
11:30am/1:30pm/4:30pm - Champion hoop dancers N8TIVE
6:30pm - Team BearsHeart PowWow dancers
8:00pm - the Wake Singers
9:30pm - Veterans Tribute Program
10:00pm - (appx) Legends in Light® Laser Light show at dark followed immediately by cake served for all
in Laughing Water Restaurant®
**Laughing Water Restaurant will be open at 11:00 am but will closed at 4:00 pm for a private reception. The Snack

Shop will open at 9:00 am and close at 10:00 pm

For more information, please visit www.crazyhorse.org and follow The Crazy Horse Memorial® on all
social media and/or or contact Amanda Allcock at 605-673-4681 or
email Amanda.Allcock@crazyhorse.org.
About Crazy Horse Memorial
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation’s mission is to honor, protect, and preserve the culture, traditions,
and living heritage of the Indians of North America. The Memorial fulfills its mission by continuing the
progress on the world’s largest mountain sculpture, acting as a repository for Native American artifacts,
arts and crafts through THE INDIAN MUSEUM OF NORTH AMERICA® and THE NATIVE AMERICAN
EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL CENTER®; by establishing and operating THE INDIAN UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH AMERICA®, and when practical, a medical training center for American Indians.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

June 24
Ribbon Cutting
Custer Dental Studio
4pm

July 3-4
Custer's 4th of July Celebration
downtown Custer

July 16-18
98th Annual Gold Discovery Days
downtown Custer

Buffalo Boys
 rairie Berry Winery & Miner Brewing Company
P
Tommy's Detailing

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for June Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

HUMOR

HELP WANTED

Pacer Minerals has several job openings.
Please contact Tami at
605-673-4419 ext. # 215
Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730

Send Us An Email

Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818

Connect With Us
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