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CUSTER CONNECTIONS
This weekend is our 4 th of July Celebration, and a time in which we recognize our veterans who made so
many sacrifices for us and our country. This weekend is full of many fun activities for the whole
family. There’s an arts & crafts festival, a street dance, a concert, a parade, flag ceremonies, bouncy
houses at a kids’ fair, and of course the ever-popular fireworks display.
For the full schedule of events, check out our Chamber Facebook page or our
website: https://www.custersd.com/Custer's-Fourth-of-July-Celebration
We want to extend a big THANK YOU to everyone who sponsored the 4 th of July Celebration and who
donated to the Custer Volunteer Fire Department’s fireworks display. Also, we want to show major
appreciation to the people who volunteered to help with the Kids’ Fair this year. This event would not be
the amazing celebration it is without the help of the many sponsors and volunteers. And let’s give a big
shout out to the Custer VFD for putting on the best fireworks display in the Black Hills!

Liberty Sponsor
Black Hills Energy

Freedom Sponsors
Custer Dental Studio
Adventure Rentals
AJ's Ore Car Saloon
JBJ Enterprises (Begging Burro, Mt Rushmore Brewing Co., Mainstreet Market Place)

Custer County Chronicle
Custer State Park
Feel Good Hospitality, LLC (Bavarian Inn, Feel Good Café, EO Bungalows)
Monument Health Custer Hospital and Clinic
Nielsen Enterprises, LLC
Rush Mountain Adventure Park
Sentinel Federal Credit Union
Southern Hills Title
Starr Insurance
VFW Post#3442

Patriot Sponsors
Black Hills Federal Credit Union
Craig Reindl of Western Skies Real Estate
Custer Heating & AC, Inc
Gold Pan Saloon
Kitchens by Karla
Maria's Mexican Restaurant
Old Pine Social
Sander Sanitation Services
South Dakota Outdoor Shop

Stars & Stripes Sponsors
Bradeen Real Estate & Auctions
Chalet Motel
Crazy Horse Memorial
Custer County Democrats
Custer Crazy Horse Campground
Custer Hospitality
LFC Veterinary Service

Fireworks Sponsors- sponsors of the Fireworks Display
Black Hills Federal Credit Union
Custer Heating & AC, Inc
Diane's Custer Vacation Rental
Kitchens by Karla
LFC Veterinary
Nielsen Enterprises, LLD
Overland America
Southern Hills Title
Starr Insurance
Feel Good Hospitality, LLC (Bavarian Inn, Feel Good Café, EO Bungalows)
Custer Dental Studio
Custer VFW Post#3442

Dawn Murray

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chamber Staff
Dawn Murray

The Custer Chamber of Commerce would like to introduce you to
our newest employee, Lacey Fiorelli. Lacey, her husband Shane,
and their 2 kids, Neelie and Caleb just moved here from Central
Nebraska. Lacey previously worked as the Administrative Assistant
for the Broken Bow Chamber of Commerce. We are excited for her to join our
team.

Interim Director
dmurray@custersd.com
Lacey Fiorelli
Administrative Assistant
lfiorelli@custersd.com
Fred Baumann

To have things added to Buffalo Bytes, please send to abrazell@custersd.com.
Thank you

Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com
Amy Brazell
Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com

Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com

2022
Board Of Directors
Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - Vice President
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Craig Reindl
Diane Dennis
Steve Engelbrecht
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Lydia Austin- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

July 3-4
4th of July Celebration
throughout Custer

July 4
4th of JulyParade
Mt Rushmore Rd- 8th - 4th
10am

July 4

4th of July Fireworks
Pageant Hill
dusk

July 14-17
Gold Discovery Days Carnival
Washington St

July 15-17
Gold Discovery Days
throughout Custer

July 16
Gold Discovery Days Parade
Mt Rushmore Rd
10AM

WEEKLY HUMOR

MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT

This week's Membership Spotlight features new member New York Life, Cindy Beagle-Zastoupil,
Agent with New York Life . We are excited to introduce this business to you. Below are a few words
from our new member:
"My husband and I moved to the area a year ago from North Dakota because we fell in love with the
beauty as we were planning our wedding nearby. I lost my previous husband suddenly almost four
years ago and we were without life insurance so I started working towards becoming an agent with
New York Life Insurance Company so that no one has to go through what I had to.
I look forward to helping the residents of this amazing area with building your financial future. "

To have your business featured, please submit a short write up and a few photos to the Chamber at
info@custersd.com

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS

Sign Up Here

Printable Copy Here

July 3rd 2:00 pm at Veteran's Memorial Park.

HOME SWEET HOME, a drama-concert
Love, duty, honor, and the music of the Civil War
Charles Farruggia, singer and actor
Kathryn Mientka Farruggia, pianist
HOME SWEET HOME is a dramatic and heart-rending
journey through music and drama that explores the
mysteries of the heart during the tragic years of the Civil
War. Charles, actor and baritone, will perform roles of
both Union and Confederate soldiers, depicting the
heartbreak, the longing for home, and the anguish over
the “glorious cause.” He will sing songs of the Civil War,
including “Tenting on the Old Camp Ground,”
“Shenandoah,” and “Home Sweet Home.” Kathryn will
depict, with her piano, the loved ones left behind. She will
perform virtuoso piano works by Gottschalk that were
composed during the Civil War, as well as works by
Schumann, Liszt, and others. This is a show for everyone
of all ages!
A dramatic and heart-rending journey through music and
drama that explores the mysteries of the heart during the
tragic years of the Civil War. Virtuoso piano solos,
beautiful songs, and exciting drama: a show for the whole
family!

Sponsorship Form

Gold Rush E-Bike
Frontier Photo
Steve and Yolanda Davis
Old Pine Social

Camp Bob Marshall
Southern Hills Law, PLLC
TJV Contracting

AREA EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Raffle Tickets now available at the Chamber Office!

NEWS FROM THE STATE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Thursday, June 30, 2022
CONTACT: Katlyn Svendsen, Global Media & Public Relations Director, South Dakota Department of Tourism, 605-773-3301
South Dakota Department of Announces Epic Trail Episode
PIERRE, S.D. – The South Dakota Department of Tourism announced today that the Centennial Trail, Badlands National Park,
Custer State Park, and other attractions in the Black Hills region will be featured in an episode of the show Epic Trails.
Hosted by wilderness adventurer Eric Hanson, the Epic Trails television episode will showcase South Dakota as a prime tourism
destination for outdoor enthusiasts. The program aired on Outside TV on June 27 and Bally Sports Network on June 30.
“Epic Trails beautifully illustrates the ease with which visitors can explore South Dakota’s unique landscape,” said James Hagen,
Secretary of the South Dakota Department of Tourism. “This episode depicts an authentic experience that viewers can replicate on
their own and easily customize to their own interests and skill levels.”
The program reaches more than 100 million households in the U.S. and 130 countries internationally. In addition to airing on TV,
the South Dakota Department of Tourism sponsored episode will be released on the BackpackingTV YouTube channel as part of a
playlist titled “Trackin’ Dirt” and featured on the Epic Trails Instagram and Facebook channels.
In the show, Eric Hanson, an avid backpacker and explorer, sets out on an adventure through the Black Hills – hiking, camping,
rock climbing and getting a bird’s-eye view from a hot air balloon. Highlights include Hanson and YouTube personality and
outdoor enthusiast Dan Becker hiking and camping through the majestic landscapes found along the Centennial Trail, rockclimbing near Sylvan Lake in Custer State Park, as well as a journey on Notch Trail in Badlands National Park. Black Hills
Balloons, Sylvan Rocks, Wall Drug and Prairie Edge Trading Company are just a few of the local businesses featured.
“The Black Hills of South Dakota have become one of my favorite adventure destinations,” reflects Epic Trails host, Eric Hanson.
“They are inviting and friendly, just like the people in South Dakota, and hold more than a few surprises. Without a doubt, I’ll be
back!”
The South Dakota Department of Tourism is comprised of Tourism and the South Dakota Arts Council. The Department is led by
Secretary James D. Hagen.
-30Media Notes:
For high resolution photos of Epic Trails’ host Eric Hanson’s visiting South Dakota’s Centennial Trail, Badlands National Park and
Custer State Park, use this link for download. Photos are courtesy of the South Dakota Department of Tourism.
About Epic Trails
Epic Trails is an exciting and inspiring adventure travel media series that follows outdoor influencer, Eric Hanson, as he explores
the people, places, and adventures surrounding the world’s top hiking destinations. Each 30-minute TV episode airs in the US on
Outside TV, nationally on Ball Sports Network, nationally on PBS, and internationally through a global network of channels in
Europe and abroad.

Happy June, Tourism Friends! It’s summer in South Dakota!
We wish each and every one of you a fun, busy, and blessed summer. We know with record-setting inflation and gas prices that
visitation may not be where we would like it, but we are sure that despite these major challenges, we will see a steady stream of
visitors over the coming months.
Because we are now officially in the throes of peak travel season, I’ll keep this message as informative and concise as possible.
Here are a few items we’d like to bring to your attention:

We were so saddened to learn about the awful fire on Monday night on Main Street in Wall that destroyed The Cactus Bar
and Café. Our hearts go out to this establishment. We are grateful there was no loss of life and that the amazing volunteer
fire departments from Wall, Wasta, Quinn and New Underwood, with assistance from Ellsworth, were able to keep the fire
from spreading to other buildings.
Members of our team recently returned from IPW, our nation’s largest international travel-trade show. After a two-year
hiatus because of the pandemic, nearly 5,000 attendees from around the globe attended the dynamic show. Team South
Dakota had one amazing IPW, with incredible new and returning interest in our state. A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to
our partners in the South Dakota booth – the Pine Ridge Chamber of Commerce & Oglala Lakota Living History Village,
Visit Rapid City, Rushmore Destinations, Crazy Horse Memorial, Black Hills & Badlands Tourism Association, Experience
Sioux Falls, and the Ingalls Homestead – for joining us for the show and doing such an awesome job promoting South
Dakota to the world. I was immensely proud of our team. There are more details about IPW below.
Our Global Media and PR Team just finished hosting four outstanding travel writers in the Black Hills on a familiarization
tour we dubbed “The Wild West”. From horseback riding and Buffalo Safari Jeep rides to the City of Presidents and
Historic Deadwood, we showed these top travel writers a slice of the Wild West and what makes The Mount Rushmore State
so special. It was an outstanding fam, and we are eager to see what kinds of stories develop as a result of it.
Our Industry Outreach, Development, and Research Manager, Kirk Hulstein, has a great summary below of the CURRENT
STATE OF TRAVEL. Be sure and check it out.
We are excited to welcome a new team member to the Department of Tourism! Hallie Getz recently joined us as our new
Budget Officer & Administrative Director. Hallie has jumped right in and already is a perfect fit for us. You can learn more
about Hallie further down in this Mile Marker.
Finally, please enjoy our newest MEET THE CREW video featuring our outstanding Social Media Manager & Global

Media Representative, Stephanie Palmer. Steph adds such a spark, vibrancy, intelligence, and fun to our team dynamic and
work. Check out what this native of Mina, SD, loves about our state!
As summer kicks into gear, please keep in touch and let us know how you are doing. If we can ever be of assistance, don’t
hesitate to reach out. We wish all of you a wonderful and successful summer. THANK YOU for taking such amazing care of
our visitors and giving them a trip to remember. We hope to cross paths soon!
All our best,
Jim and Team
Jim Hagen
Secretary of Tourism

PRESS RELEASES

Wind Cave National Park News Release
Release Date: June 10, 2022
Contact:
Tom Farrell, tom_farrell@nps.gov, 605-745-1130

Cave tours, hikes, and talks around a tipi highlight Wind Cave’s summer
ranger programs
WIND CAVE NATIONAL PARK, SD – National park rangers at Wind Cave National Park will offer a
variety of interpretive programs this summer. Upwards of forty cave tours will be offered daily through
the world’s seventh-longest cave beginning at 8:40 a.m. and the last tour entering the cave at 5:40 p.m.
In addition, there will be guided tours of the Sanson Buffalo Jump, and talks about the Native American
culture and Lakota Emergence story.
Free three-hour walking tours of the Sanson Ranch and Buffalo Jump will be offered every Tuesday,
Thursday, and Saturday until mid-August. To participate, visitors will meet a ranger in front of the park
visitor center at 8:45 a.m. They should dress for the weather with water, sunscreen, hiking shoes, and
insect repellent. Participants will then car-caravan 20 minutes, including driving on a dirt road, to the
Sanson Ranch. This moderately strenuous mile and a half hike will explore an historic bison jump and
homestead.
Darrell Red Cloud, a member of the Oglala Lakota Tribe, will be a featured speaker at Wind Cave this
summer. Darrell and park interpretive rangers will tell the Lakota Emergence story every day at 10 a.m.,
noon, and 2 p.m. There is also a tipi set up on the visitor center front lawn with talks given by rangers or
Darrell throughout the day.
Walking tours through the cave along the Natural Entrance, Fairgrounds, Garden of Eden, and
Candlelight Tours to the Pearly Gates will be given daily. Fees range from $14 to $16, with children 5 and
under free, 6 to 15 and those over 62 half price. The minimum age for the Candlelight Tour is 8 years
old.
More adventurous half-day cave crawling tours are led through a non-developed section of cave Sunday,
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday through mid-August. Each participant is lent a headlamp and elbow
and kneepads before following their guide into a wild section of cave. Cost of this tour is $45;
participants must be at least 16 years of age. Those under 18 must have a signed permission from a
responsible adult.
All cave tours begin at the visitor center that is open 8 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. The building will be closing
earlier beginning in August; call the park for times. Visitors will need a light coat or sweater and sturdy
shoes. Reservations for tours can be made at www.recreation.gov. Each day, approximately half of the
tours are available for same day purchase. Reservations are strongly recommended for the more
strenuous Candlelight and Wild Cave Tours. Beginning June 15, only credit or debit cards will be
accepted for cave tours and campground fees.
Rangers will end the day with a nightly program at the Elk Mountain Campground Amphitheater.
Through August 13, campfire programs begin at 9 p.m. From August 14 to September 5, the program will
begin at 8:30 p.m. Topics vary nightly with information posted on the park’s Facebook page or call the
park for topics.

For those wanting to wander off the beaten track, the park hosts 44 square miles of prairie and forest.
People can use the 30 miles of existing park trails or strike off cross country on their own. Horses are
allowed in the backcountry by permit only, available at the park visitor center before beginning your
ride. For more information, call the park at (605) 745-4600 or visit www.nps.gov/wica.
Photo Caption: National Park rangers will be presenting a variety of interpretive programs this summer
at Wind Cave National Park. (NPS Photo)

www.nps.gov/wica
About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s national parks and work
with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more
at www.nps.gov.

Playhouse Road Temporarily Closed Due to
Road Construction
PIERRE, S.D. – South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) announced that beginning Tuesday, May 31, Playhouse Road
in Custer State Park will be completely closed from the junction of Hwy 16A (Iron Mountain Road) to Center Lake. The
road will receive a total reconstruction starting at the eastern state park boundary to the entrance of Center Lake.
The contractor anticipates having the project completed and the road reopened to traffic by mid-September.
Center Lake and the Black Hills Playhouse will remain open and be accessible to the public via Highway 87 (Needles
Hwy).
For additional information, please contact Custer State Park at custerstatepark@state.sd.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation
Amanda Allcock
605-673-4681
Amanda.Allcock@crazyhorse.org

Crazy Horse Memorial®: Memorial Day kicks off the 2022 Cultural Programming
season
May 23rd, 2022 – CRAZY HORSE, SD
The 2022 Cultural Programs at Crazy Horse Memorial® officially kicks off Memorial Day weekend,
welcoming over 100 artists and culture bearers who will bring educational material to the Memorial’s
summer guests!
Friday, May 27th ushers in the first of our Daily Performances on the Veranda Stage with Starr Chief
Eagle, Lakota artist and hoop dancer extraordinaire. Daily Performances feature many different cultures
and artistic expressions that include traditional and contemporary song, dance, and storytelling. Each
performance lasts about 45 minutes and take place daily at 11:30, 1:30, and 4:30 until Sept 30th amounting to nearly 400 seasonal performances!
Also beginning that Friday is the unique cultural program, Mahkoche Kin (“The Land,” in Lakota) - an
educational walk with Darrell Red Cloud on select Fridays at 10AM and 2PM. A one-of-a-kind
opportunity to see the Black Hills through a Lakota perspective, Mahkoche Kin takes visitors on an hourlong walk around the grounds of Crazy Horse Memorial®. During three stops along the program, Darrell
will present about plants and animals, why the Black Hills are sacred and why the Memorial is here, and
the land as a home. At the last stop, visitors will have a chance to volunteer in assisting Memorial staff in
constructing an authentic tipi. Mahkoche Kin takes place on May 27, June 10, June 24, July 8, July 22,
August 12, August 26, and September 23 (weather permitting).
And last but not least, the evening of May 27th is the first night of our celebrated Legends in Light®
(nightly) laser light show, starting at 9:30PM!

On May 29th, Crazy Horse Memorial® will welcome Aaron White, the first Living Treasures artist of 2022
who will spend the week teaching visitors how to make their own river cane flute. Additionally that day,
Tony Duncan, world-renown hoop dancer and flute player, will be teaching visitors how to hoop dance.
The day will culminate in a special performance by the Duncan Family that evening at 6:30PM.
Living Treasures welcomes master artists to teach their craft to visitors. Visitors are encouraged to stop
by the Native American Educational and Cultural Center® for 60-90 minutes to learn the hands-on
activity while an artist is present. The Living Treasures program dates and activities are as follows: May
29-June 4 (river cane flutes), July 3-July 9 (dreamcatchers), July 31-August 6 (medicine bags),
September 4-September 10 (birch bark ornaments), and October 2-October 10 (miniature dance sticks
and shields).
Special Performances take place on select dates throughout the year and showcase numerous North
American cultures through large scale productions.
All programming is included with admission to the Memorial and each activity is modeled to be
completed within 60-90 minutes. A full list of programs for 2022 can be found at Crazy Horse Memorial
Special Events.
For more information, please visit www.crazyhorse.org and follow The Indian Museum of North
America® on all social media or contact Travis Dewes, Cultural Programs Manager,
culturalprograms@crazyhorse.org, phone 605-673-4681, ext. 286.
For any general questions or information about the Crazy Horse Memorial, contact Amanda Allcock
at 605-673-4681 or email her at Amanda.Allcock@crazyhorse.org.
Don't forget us on the web! You can visit or follow us at:
www.crazyhorse.org
The Crazy Horse Memorial® official page on Facebook
The Indian Museum of North America of Crazy Horse on Facebook
The Crazy Horse Memorial® official page on Instagram
The Indian Museum of North America official page on Instagram.
About Crazy Horse Memorial
Crazy Horse Memorial Foundation’s mission is to honor, protect, and preserve the culture, traditions,
and living heritage of the Indians of North America. The Memorial fulfills its mission by continuing the
progress on the world’s largest mountain sculpture, acting as a repository for Native American artifacts,
arts and crafts through THE INDIAN MUSEUM OF NORTH AMERICA® and THE NATIVE AMERICAN
EDUCATIONAL & CULTURAL CENTER®; by establishing and operating THE INDIAN UNIVERSITY OF
NORTH AMERICA®, and when practical, a medical training center for American Indians.

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for June Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

HELP WANTED

The Custer Senior Center is seeking a part-time employee to work in the Center’s
Gift Shop. Applicants must meet the Federal Senior Community Service eligibility
requirements. For further position and program requirement information, please
call the Senior Center at 605-673-2708 or stop by the Center at 538 Mt. Rushmore
Road, Custer, South Dakota.

Black Hills Program Coordinator (Full-time, Rapid City)
The Helpline Center is hiring a Black Hills Program Coordinator.
The Black Hills Program Coordinator is responsible for the programming
and operations of the Volunteer Connections program other related
programs in the Black Hills.
This individual will serve as a clearinghouse for volunteer referrals, provide consultation and support to
community agency volunteer managers, and serve as a community resource/advocate for volunteer issues. They
will assist with fund development and public relations to sustain Helpline Center programs in the Black Hills. As
well as provide support to 988, 211 and Suicide Prevention programs.
Job Requirements:
- Bachelor’s degree. Experience with social service agencies/community services/volunteer organizations desired.
To learn more about this position, please view the full job description here. If you would like to be considered for
this opportunity, please submit your cover letter and resume to Emily at emily.vangorp@helplinecenter.org.

Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Pacer Minerals is looking to hire a Bagger and a Maintenance Manager. Please stop by
Pacer for an application or call Tami 605-673-4419.

Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website

Send Us An Email
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