Minutes, Not Miles, From Adventure
*** when viewing on a mobile device- please scroll down and click on "view entire message" to view Buffalo
Bytes in correct formatting***

CUSTER CONNECTIONS
Chamber Staff
There are many exciting changes at the Chamber this Spring! Stop on by
anytime to see what is in the works! Please read some important information
about Buffalo Bytes below.

Custer Area Chamber of Commerce
Buffalo Bytes Terms and Conditions

Dawn Murray
Interim Director
dmurray@custersd.com
Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com

· Your announcement may run in three issues. If your announcement is
time-sensitive, we will run it up to three times prior to the event date. If
your event is further than three weeks away, you may request any three
dates leading up to your event. If your announcement is not timesensitive, please specify which weeks you would like it to run (a maximum
of three weeks). If your announcement is not time-sensitive and it runs for
three weeks, it will not be able to re-run for a period of 90 days.
·
Commercial business may run an ad with prices when an ad has been
purchased from the Custer County Chronicle. Otherwise, everything
other than the price will be included in the run. When submitting an ad

Amy Brazell
Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com
Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com

2022

with prices, please specify whether or not you have placed an ad with the
Chronicle.
·
Non-Profit event ads may run with prices without purchasing an ad
from the Custer County Chronicle.
·
Entries need to be typed up in an e-mail attachment or flyer. Flyers
will be scanned and inserted.
·

All text will be inserted as it is received.

·

We prefer to receive attachments in PNG or JPEG form.

·
Remember your ad should include: title, location, date and time, a
short description and contact information.
·
To submit an announcement for the Buffalo Bytes, please stop at the
Custer Chamber or e-mail abrazell@custersd.com by 1:00pm each
Wednesday.

Board Of Directors
Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - Vice President
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Craig Reindl
Diane Dennis
Steve Engelbrecht
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Kobee Stalder- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison

Dawn Murray
Our 2022 Custer Chamber Information Pages (aka Gold Pages) are now available!
I f you have not already received your copies, stop by the Chamber Office to pick one up!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

June 10-13

Custer Off-Road Rally
throughout Custer

WEEKLY HUMOR

MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT

This week's Membership Spotlight features NEW member, Deep Creek Art Gallery. We would like to
introduce this gallery to you. Here are some words from Deeda.
Deep Creek Art was created by Deeda Cordin in 1991 in the Chicago suburb of Hinsdale. Originally, it
was supposed to be a gallery for Deeda to sell her own art, but quickly became a gallery for additional
artists, a teaching studio and a custom frame shop. In 2019 after moving to Custer, Deep Creek Gallery
reopened at 26 South 6th Street. No longer teaching or involved in custom framing, Deep Creek
Gallery is a venue for Deeda's paintings and photographs, but also several local artists, as well as two
artists from the Chicago area who followed the move to Custer. Art items available at Deep Creek
Gallery include jewelry, handmade wool and rag rugs, beautiful and durable locally made bird houses,
baskets, artfully designed gourd bowls, books by local author Scotty Terrall, pine needle art, and
authentic watercolor tepees.

To have your business featured, please submit a short write up and a few photos to the Chamber at
info@custersd.com

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS
Congratulations to our friends at Calamity Peak Lodge! The South Dakota Hotel and
Lodging Association honored them with the Employee Service Award for Small Properties.

We would like to thank all our sponsors! Your generosity helped make the Tesla Rally a
huge success!

The Custer Chamber will be hosting the 4th Annual Custer Off-Road Rally, June 10-12. We
are anticipating approximately 50 drivers in attendance along with their passengers.
This is an event that brings many people to town in a typically slower time of year, and it’s
a great opportunity to bring attention to your business. When the registrants check-in for the
event, each of the drivers is given a swag bag that includes information about the event and
free stuff from local businesses. If you would like to include some “swag” please contact
Dawn at dmurray@custersd.com.
SOME swag ideas include:
Hand sanitizer (super popular right now!)
Coupons/Gift Cards to your business
Snacks with your information attached
Sample of your product
Reusable water bottles
Branded notebooks/notepads

Keep in mind that each driver is also given $10 in Custer Cash and they’re looking for a

place to spend it – give them a reason to spend it at YOUR business!

Camp Bob Marshall

Southern Hills Law, PLLC
TJV Contracting
Sousley's Hillbilly Barbeque and Catering

AREA EVENTS

We LOVE Locals Weekend at Rush Mountain Adventure Park - June 4 & 5, 2022 from 10
am-6 pm.
Rush Mountain Adventure Park, Home of Rushmore Cave, is celebrating We Love Locals
Weekend with 25% off ride wristbands for everyone!

Tactical Application of the Pistol 1 - Custer, SD
Friday, Jun 10, 2022 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM MDT
Saturday, Jun 11, 2022 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM MDT
Southern Hills Tactical

Audience/Who Should Attend:
Responsible and conscientious adults who serve as part of an organization’s security ministry or life safety
team. IMPORTANT: This is not a “handgun 101” course. Participants must already have a basic understanding
of and ability to safely handle and manipulate their pistol in a controlled manner with a calm demeanor. TAP is
a basic, skill-building course but it is not an introductory course for a person who has never fired a handgun
or who is not familiar with how to safely handle a handgun. You need not be an accomplished marksman, but your
behavior and actions must demonstrate that you have a keen awareness of the powerfully destructive potential of a
firearm. NOTE: at the beginning of class you will be asked to demonstrate how to perform the functions of your firearm
and physical measures listed under the “Prerequisites and Physical Requirements for Firearms Training” section. If you
cannot perform these tasks you will not be allowed to continue with the course.
All participants should be prepared to undergo a nationwide background check as a requirement to participate in this
training.
Synopsis:
This dynamic and life-changing course is intended as an introduction and foundation for the base skills necessary to act
as a discreetly armed protector as part of a life safety team. We combine the fundamentals of marksmanship with basic
tactical principles to teach you skills for how to fight and defend life with a handgun. Our discussions include the lawful
and biblically proper use of force supported by Supreme Court case precedents. These skill competencies include
deploying your pistol, firing, maintaining situational awareness, and managing your gear while:
Required Gear and Equipment:
· Pistol according to listed acceptable guidelines
· Holster according to listed acceptable guidelines
· 4 magazines or speed loaders for your pistol
· Belt-mounted pouch to carry at least 2 spare magazines or speed loaders (you must be able to carry a minimum of
24 rounds of ammunition on your person for all exercises)
· High-intensity flashlight (tail cap switch preferred) and spare batteries
· Hearing protection
· Wraparound eye protection – prescription glasses are acceptable
· Ballcap or cap with brim
· Jacket, vest, or heavy shirt to conceal your pistol and work from a concealed position
· Knee pads
· Hydration source
· Hand towel
· Sack lunch (we will not dismiss for lunch, bring your own!)
· Clothing and footwear suitable for all weather conditions
· Range bag, duffel, or suitable container that allows you to bring all gear to the line with you
· Cleaning equipment and materials in the correct caliber for your pistols
Refund Policy
In order to operate in a manner conducive to all parties involved Strategos International has adopted the following
policy as it relates to cancellation and refunds relating to training. Cancellations made more than 30 days prior to a
scheduled course Strategos International will provide a refund of 100% of the course tuition. Any cancellation within 1530 days of the scheduled course Strategos International will provide a refund of 50% of the course tuition.
Cancellations within 14 days or less from the scheduled course dates the tuition will be forfeited. We do understand that
emergency circumstances do arise and tuitions can be transferred to other courses if proper notification is made. We
appreciate your understanding and cooperation in this matter.

Contact Info
Email Us

Location
Southern Hills Tactical
25341 U.S. 385
Custer, SD, 57730

Chris Misselt chris.misselt@boxelder.us

https://brushfire.com/strategos/TAP-1/530456

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Are you a veteran owned business?
contact Jim at jhwelch12@gmail.com to get a plaque of your own to hang in your
business.

Downloadable Copy

Raffle Tickets now available at the Chamber Office!

NEWS FROM THE STATE
Department of Tourism
May 2022
SDVisit.com

Happy May, Tourism Friends!
I love this month.
The school year coming to an end, the State High School Track Meet, graduations, the budding and blooming of leaves and flowers,
and Memorial Day and the anticipation of summer fun & travel make this one of the best times of the year.
We are gearing up for the busy summer and readying to welcome visitors from around the country and, hopefully, more from
around the globe. How are things shaping up for you? Are you and your teams ready? Despite the strong headwinds of high gas
prices and inflation, the American public still continues to be firm in their resolve that travel is a priority for their families over the
coming months.
Here are some items we’d like for you to be aware of:
1. THANK YOU to all of our industry partners who made the 2022 National Travel & Tourism Week and Spring Hospitality
Training our best yet. We loved seeing all of the NTTW events going on in communities as well as the 17 attractions across
the state that lit up in red. From Storybook Land Castle in Aberdeen, to the Farr House in Pierre, to the Buffalo Chip in
Sturgis, the images of these major businesses and attractions lighting up in red sends a powerful message about the
importance of travel and tourism to our state. MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW for next year’s NTTW, May 7-13, 2023.

2.
3. After beginning a competitive RFP process in early January, we announced last week our marketing decisions and the
agencies that will help guide the department’s and industry’s marketing work over the next three years. We are excited to
welcome these agencies to our team and can’t wait to get started as we continue to elevate our brand and inspire visitation to
our great state. You can read more about our marketing decisions here. We also want to thank the agencies we have worked
with over the past decade for their tireless work on behalf of the department and the state. These agencies strategically and
creatively assisted us in growing our marketing footprint and taking our Great Faces and Great Places to new heights
regionally, nationally, and internationally. We can’t thank them enough for all they have done for us.

4.
5. 605 Day is just around the corner, and we love how this special day has become somewhat of an unofficial holiday for The
Mount Rushmore State. We are going to put another big spotlight on June 5, so check out this link for ways to get involved.

6.
7. Our 2021 Annual Report is hot off the press. Be sure and check out the major highlights of last year.

8.
9. The Tourism Advisory Board will be meeting in Pierre on June 27, 11:00 AM, at the Pierre Ramkota. We’d love for you to
attend if you are in the area.

10.
11. Check out latest MEET THE CREW video below featuring our uber-talented content creator and editor extraordinaire,
Austin Kaus. Austin brings a special flavor to our team, and we think you’ll love watching what makes him passionate about
life and SoDak.

12.
We want to take a quick moment to wish all of you a happy Memorial Day and to thank the many brave men and women (and their
families) who paid the ultimate sacrifice so we can enjoy the freedoms and blessings of this nation. We will be forever grateful to
them.
Here we go, friends! Bring on the visitors! If we can be of any assistance, please don’t hesitate to reach out.

All our best,
Jim and Team

Department of Tourism
May 2022
SDVisit.com

Dear Industry Partners,
The 2021 Department of Tourism Annual Report is now available! Inside its pages you’ll find details on year-end travel indicators,
economic impact, marketing highlights, and information about the department’s funding and strategic direction. The report is a
reflection of both the department and the industry as a whole, and the work all of us do to advance tourism in South Dakota.
Thank you for all that you do to promote and support tourism in South Dakota!
All our best,
Jim and Team

PRESS RELEASES
Contact: Major Jerry O’Neil
Black Hills Area Coordinator
The Salvation Army
Direct: 701-219-0198
jerry.oneil@usc.salvationarmy.org
The Salvation Army of the Black Hills Celebrates National Donut
Day and Reflects on History of Holiday

Sweetest Holiday of the Year Highlights “Sugar, Flour, and Courage”
RAPID CITY, SD. (May 26, 2022) – National Donut Day is celebrated each year on the first Friday of
June, but people may be surprised to learn that donuts do more than simply taste good. They can
actually do good, too.
The Salvation Army established National Donut Day in 1938 to honor The Salvation Army’s “Donut
Lassies,” who made history when they risked their lives to raise spirits and fuel hope by serving

thousands of soldiers during WWI, in part by delivering donuts and other sweet treats to those in the
war.
In 1917, Salvation Army volunteers traveled to France and set up makeshift huts on the front lines,
where they provided essential goods and sweet treats to boost morale. The donut was then, and
continues to be, a taste of home and a symbol of comfort for Americans.
More than a hundred years later, The Salvation Army is still serving on the front lines, now through a
wide range of social services for America’s most vulnerable individuals and families.
“This National Donut Day, as the country celebrates with a sweet treat, we are proud to remember that
this tradition started with our very own volunteers more than a hundred years ago,” said Major Jerry
O’Neil, Black Hills Area Coordinator. “For us, the donut is a symbol of hope that The Salvation Army
provides to those in need.”
In honor of this year’s National Donut Day on Friday, June 3, The Salvation Army is celebrating across
the country. In the Black Hills, The Salvation Army will deliver over 200 fresh donuts to the VA Medical
Center and Veterans Home in Hot Springs and Fort Meade in Sturgis. In addition, our canteen truck will
be at Main Street Square in downtown Rapid City at 2:30 PM giving out 200 free donuts, coffee and
lemonade.
For more information about National Donut Day or to download the Donut Lassies’ original recipe, visit
salarmy.us/DonutDay.
About The Salvation Army
The Salvation Army annually helps more than 30 million Americans overcome poverty, addiction and
economic hardships through a range of social services. By providing food for the hungry, emergency
relief for disaster survivors, rehabilitation for those suffering from drug and alcohol abuse, and clothing
and shelter for people in need, The Salvation Army is doing the most good at 7,600 centers of operation
around the country.
In the first-ever listing of “America’s Favorite Charities” by The Chronicle of Philanthropy, The
Salvation Army ranked as the country’s largest privately funded, direct service nonprofit. The Salvation
Army has been serving the Black Hills since 1907 and is a founding member agency of the United
Way. For more information, visit SalvationArmyUSA.org. Follow us on Twitter @SalvationArmyUS and
#DoingTheMostGood and the local corps office @RapidCityTSA on Facebook.

###

Playhouse Road Temporarily Closed Due to
Road Construction
PIERRE, S.D. – South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) announced that beginning Tuesday, May 31, Playhouse Road
in Custer State Park will be completely closed from the junction of Hwy 16A (Iron Mountain Road) to Center Lake. The
road will receive a total reconstruction starting at the eastern state park boundary to the entrance of Center Lake.
The contractor anticipates having the project completed and the road reopened to traffic by mid-September.
Center Lake and the Black Hills Playhouse will remain open and be accessible to the public via Highway 87 (Needles
Hwy).
For additional information, please contact Custer State Park at custerstatepark@state.sd.us

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Badlands National Park
25216 Ben Reifel Rd
Interior, SD 57750
605-433-5361 phone
www.nps.gov/badl

Badlands National Park News Release
For Immediate Release
Release Date: May 16, 2022
Contact: Aaron Kaye, Aaron_Kaye@nps.gov, 605-433-5243

Badlands National Park Environmental Assessment for Emergency Road Repair
at Cedar Pass Available for Public Comment
Interior, SD - Badlands National Park’s proposed emergency road repair at Cedar Pass and Environmental
Assessment (EA) will soon be available for public review and comment on the National Park Service Planning,
Environment & Public Comment (PEPC) website. The EA will be available for public review and comment for 15
days from May 28 to June 11, 2022. Comments will be accepted online at
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/LoopRdCedarPass or by mail to the following address: Park Superintendent Badlands
National Park 25216 Ben Reifel Road Interior, SD 57750. Online comments are preferred.
The National Park Service in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration, Central Federal Lands
Highway Division, proposes emergency stabilization to a section of South Dakota Highway 240 also known as
Badlands Loop Road. The EA analyzes a proposed action for emergency road repair. Badlands Loop Road is
showing signs of slope failure at Cedar Pass. Repairs are needed to mitigate health and safety risks that could result

from additional roadway failure. Repairs to the road would stabilize the embankment, improve site drainage,
repave the road surface, minimize the need for on-going maintenance, and to minimize impacts to natural and
cultural resources.
Please be aware that your entire comment – including personal identifying information such as address, phone
number, and email address – may be made publicly available. Requests to withhold such personal identifying
information from public release will be considered, but there is no guarantee that they will be withheld.

www.nps.gov
More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for more than 400 parks in the National Park System and
work with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational
opportunities. Visit us at www.nps.gov, on Facebook www.facebook.com/nationalparkservice,
Twitter www.twitter.com/natlparkservice, and YouTube www.youtube.com/nationalparkservice

From left, selected art from Jaymus Perry, Sean Black Wolf, Derrick Thompson, Samuel Enemy-Hunter & Cynthia Holmes

Crazy Horse Memorial®: Presenting our Artists in Residence, 2022!

April 4th, 2022 – CUSTER, SD
CRAZY HORSE, S.D. – The Indian Museum of North America® at Crazy Horse Memorial® is pleased to announce the final selections for
the 2022 Artist in Residence program. From May through September, a selected artist is provided a month-long residency with studio space in
the Native American Educational and Cultural Center® (NAECC) at the Memorial, along with other perks such as a stipend, lodging and
meals.
Beginning in May, the Memorial will host Samuel Enemy-Hunter, a Montana artist and citizen of the Apsaalooke (Crow) Nation who will

create three traditional dance outfits during the month for specific relatives - two of which are two-year-old twins! These individuals will wear
these outfits during their First Time Dance ceremony at the Lodge Grass District Powwow Celebration on the Crow Indian Reservation in
2022. Once the dance ceremony is complete, they will be allowed to dance in traditional dances, ceremonies and the powwow circuit as
representatives of the Apsaalooke Nation.
In July, the Memorial welcomes Cynthia Holmes, a retired art professor and Fulbright Scholar. An enrolled member of the St. Croix
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, Holmes will be completing a series of scrolls that implements both history and storytelling during her
residency. The scrolls will share the dimensions of a woman's dance shawl; bringing awareness and commentary to social issues such as the
stolen children of boarding schools, and the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Movement.
Jaymus Perry will join the residency program in July. Perry is a Diné lost- wax process carver, caster, and silversmith. He creates Art Bonnets,
artistic recreations of the iconic war bonnet seen on Indian Motorcycles, and during his time at the Memorial will research symbols and
designs within everyday life of the Plains Indian, incorporating that information into his custom made jewelry and Art Bonnets.
Derrick Thompson is the Artist in Residence for the month of August. A Diné artist specializing in weaving and beadwork, Thompson will
focus his residency on weaving as the studio space offers an ample amount of space to construct a fully working loom. He is also eager to
share traditional stories about weaving and to teach traditional methods which include dyeing wool in a natural manner.
Wrapping up the season, Sean Black Wolf (Sicangu Lakota) will be the Artist in Residence for September. Sean utilizes dreams and the study
of Jungian psychology within his acrylic paintings as a mode of healing. As a young artist, Sean has been able to build up a following of
almost 70 thousand followers on Instagram during his short career.
For more information please visit www.crazyhorse.org and follow the Crazy Horse Memorial® on all social media, or contact Travis Dewes
at 605- 673-4681 or by email, Travis.Dewes@crazyhorse.org .

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for May Calendar
Click Here for June Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

HELP WANTED
Black Hills Program Coordinator (Full-time, Rapid City)
The Helpline Center is hiring a Black Hills Program Coordinator.
The Black Hills Program Coordinator is responsible for the programming
and operations of the Volunteer Connections program other related
programs in the Black Hills.
This individual will serve as a clearinghouse for volunteer referrals, provide consultation and support to
community agency volunteer managers, and serve as a community resource/advocate for volunteer issues. They
will assist with fund development and public relations to sustain Helpline Center programs in the Black Hills. As
well as provide support to 988, 211 and Suicide Prevention programs.
Job Requirements:
- Bachelor’s degree. Experience with social service agencies/community services/volunteer organizations desired.
To learn more about this position, please view the full job description here. If you would like to be considered for
this opportunity, please submit your cover letter and resume to Emily at emily.vangorp@helplinecenter.org.

Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Miner's Cup is a drive-thru coffee shop in Custer and we're looking to add a part-time year-round Window/Barista Assistant to our
team!
The shift requires early mornings (6:00 am - 2:30 pm), weekdays, Saturdays and holidays in the summer; no Sundays! This position
is not for students currently in school; we need this position to be available Mon-Thur after our student employees go back to
school.
This part-time position assists the Baristas by helping customers at the windows, taking their orders, providing outstanding
customer service, running the cash register, stocking, cleaning (including hand washing dishes), sweeping floors, mopping floors
and performing opening and closing duties.
• $11 - $14+ hr (including tips)
• Overtime Pay
• Uniforms/Apparel Provided
• Free Menu Items per Shift
• Employee Discount
• Paid Weekly
• Every Sunday Off
Must be reliable, enthusiastic, hardworking, able to multitask in a VERY fast-paced environment, stand and move for the entire 8-9
hour shift and able to speak clearly and be friendly with every customer.

We have Seasonal and Year Round construction laborer
positions with Competitive Wages, Overtime Pay,
Weekly Bonuses and Company Apparel!! No
experience required; just a willingness to work hard.
Our seasonal positions would be a great job for
teenagers; they would learn many useful and practical
skills and stay in shape over the summer!
Our Full-Time Year-Round positions come with
Benefits including Health Insurance, 401k with a
Company Match, Paid Time Off and Paid Holidays.
You can apply on our Facebook page, on our website at
www.rocksolidsd.com, send your resume to
rocksolidsd@gmail.com, call 605-673-3059 or pick up
an application at Miner's Cup 1021 Mt. Rushmore Rd,
Custer.

Pacer Minerals has job
openings for Mining
Operators and Production Baggers.
Contact Tami at

(605) 673-4419 x 215 or tami@pacerminerals.com

Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website

Send Us An Email
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