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CUSTER CONNECTIONS
Chamber Staff

The summer season is fast approaching as noted by
the traffic signals at both Crazy Horse Memorial
and the Mt Rushmore turn off, being operational
once again.

Dawn Murray
Office Manager
dmurray@custersd.com
Courtney Malone
Assistant

As we all gear up for another fun and successful
season remember that the Chamber has several
publications to aid both you and your visitors.
Please join us today, May 5th at the Custer Beacon,
1pm-4pm, to gather all the information to help
prepare you and your business for the upcoming
season.

cmalone@custersd.com
Fred Baumann
Information Associate
fbaumann@custersd.com
Amy Brazell
Information Associate
abrazell@custersd.com
Pat Hattervig
Information Associate
phattervig@custersd.com

Remember to bring your brochures and /or rack
cards to share.

2022
Board Of Directors
Amy Bailey - President
John Stahl - VP
Michelle Fischer - Treasurer
Amanda Allcock
Craig Reindl
Diane Dennis
Steve Engelbrecht
Corey Virtue
Bobbi Schmidt
Julie Jenniges - City Liaison
Mark Naugle - School Liaison
Kobee Stalder- CSP Liaison
Leah Noem- BID Board Liaison

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

May 5
Lit Swap/ Attractions Meeting
Custer Beacon
1:00pm-4:00pm

May 12
Chamber Mixer
Lewis Realty
5:00pm-7:00pm

May 13

Ribbon Cutting
Stone Décor
3:30pm
Celebration of new location (503 Mt Rushmore Rd, Custer)

May 20
Ribbon Cutting
Custer State Park Bison Center
11am

May 20-22
Tesla Rally

May 20-22
Open House Weekend
Custer State Park

2022 CITY FLOWER PROGRAM
Ready to dress up Custer!
Something new for 2022. There are so many new businesses
popping up in Custer, which is fantastic, we don’t want to miss
anyone. We would like to make sure your business has the
opportunity to participate in the 2022 City Basket Program.
This program is super easy and here is how:
Order your baskets or planters (if you don’t need or have the ability
to hang them).@ $70
Baskets and planters are delivered, hung and/or set outside your business

Invoicing via our square sales system will be sent electronically
Payments online or at the greenhouse
Dakota Greens waters, fertilize and maintains 3 times a week
Service from Memorial Weekend through Buffalo Round Up. For downtown
members; this maintenance cost is paid by the Custer Chamber of
Commerce. Watering service is available for outside the downtown district. Special
rates will apply.
If a storm hits, we will replace as needed to keep our businesses looking
spectacular during the tourist season
We collect the baskets at the end of the season. Clean and sterilize for the next
season.

Night & Crystal Sky Petunia Baskets
for the City of Custer

We Thank you in advance and look forward to serving you!

2022 Orders Now Being Taken !
Call the numbers below to get added to the list.
Dakota Greens-Custer Greenhouses & Nursery Inc.
25086 Shamrock Rd, Custer SD 57730
605-673-2510 | 605-440-0391 | 605-440-1346

WEEKLY HUMOR

MEMBERSHIP SPOTLIGHT
This week's Membership Spotlight is NARFE (National Active and Retired Federal Employees). We would like to
introduce you to this Member and what they offer. Below are some words from them.
NARFE is a national organization solely dedicated to the general welfare of all federal workers and retirees. For over a
century, NARFE has been a trusted source of knowledge to keep membership informed of legislation and activities
affecting their employment and future. NARFE advocates in Washington D.C. for all federal workers and has chapters in
all 50 states. Go to narfe.org to check it out.
The NARFE Custer chapter was formed in 1991 through the good efforts of several local citizens. Our members are largely
from the Forest Service and Park Service, but also other agencies like DOD , Social Security and the VA. The national
organization provides a variety of information to federal workers through a monthly magazine, online webinars, access to
benefits specialists and contact with congressional offices. It also offers a variety of discount programs for members. The
Custer chapter enables members to share information, stay up-to-date on items of interest and form social bonds. We often
have guest speakers who inform, enlighten and entertain us.

The Custer chapter has an email list that includes both members and non-members. Anyone in the federal workforce
(active, retired or spouses) is welcome to join our list and/or attend our meetings to see what we are about. We meet once a
month from September through May. Our next two meetings are April 22nd/11:30 A.M. and May 20th/11:30 A.M., both at
Rocky Knolls Golf Course in Custer. We are a pretty sociable group and would love to see you.
Our contact info is: email - narfechapter2200@gmail.com, Phone 605-673-3671 (H) or 443-799-0045 (cell)
#Membershipspotlight #custerchamber #NARFE #custersd

To have your business featured, please submit a short write up and a few photos to Courtney at
cmalone@custersd.com

CHAMBER HAPPENINGS

Southern Hills Law, PLLC
TJV Contracting
Sousley's Hillbilly Barbeque and Catering
Black Hills Open Top Tours
Bill & Linda Young
NARFE
Custer Deli
Freedom Works, LLC
Signs Now
Overland America Corp
Kieffer Sanitation
Valhalla Legal, PLLC
WIN Home Inspection, Rapid City
Murray Auto Repair
The Cruisin' Canvas
Feel Good Cafe
EO Bungalows
Hillside Handyman
Stillwater Hospice

AREA EVENTS

The third Hunter Lewis Memorial Run will be Saturday, May 14th at the Mt. Rushmore Brewing Co.—the run
begins at 2pm. It is only $25 to register with a free t-shirt if you register before May 1st.
For information and registration, you can visit the website: https://express.adobe.com/page/Yuz9SNSaTozwo/
If you have any questions you can send Anna Lewis a message or email her at annalewis4403@gmail.com
Big thanks to Granite Sports, Lewis Realty, Rockin R Trail Rides, and the Mt. Rushmore Brewing Co. for sponsoring the
event!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Downloadable Copy

John's Handyman Service
I SHOW UP
Gutter Cleaning
Window Cleaning
Lawn Mowing, Trimming
Deck Repair Bid or Hourly
Custer, Hot Springs, Edgemont Areas
22 years experience
Home: (605)745-3306 Cell: (360)298-4038
Email: ishowup@protonmail.com

Stone Décor and Supply has a new location in Custer. Be sure to stop in at 503 Mt
Rushmore Rd, Custer and check it out!

Raffle Tickets now available at the Chamber Office!

NEWS FROM THE STATE
Department of Tourism
April 2022
SDVisit.com

Good day, Tourism Friends!
Can you believe the month of April is nearly over? Spring is flying by and peak season will be here before we know it. But first,
let’s get all of these spring snowstorms out of our system! I traveled to Hill City for their wonderful Annual Chamber of Commerce
Banquet & Awards Gala last Saturday and got caught in the blizzard thirty miles east of Rapid City. It took me TWO HOURS and
FORTY MINUTES to go those final miles. Yikes! That was quite the one-day storm. I was relieved to get to Rapid City and make
my way down to a great evening with so many friends and partners in the ‘Heart of the Black Hills’.
The next few weeks are busy ones for our industry, so here are a few items I’d like to bring to your attention:
We are so excited about National Travel and Tourism Week (NTTW), May 1-7. It’s a very special week to share with all
South Dakotans the great impact this incredible industry has on each of our lives. Communities will be hosting special
events as well as lighting up iconic attractions in red (the official color of travel & tourism) to put a spotlight on “the greatest
of all industries.” Please check out this press release to read more details about NTTW events in our state.
While we are celebrating NTTW next week, the department is also hosting our 2022 Spring Hospitality Training, May 2-5,
in Keystone, Sturgis, Rapid City, Pierre, Aberdeen, Sioux Falls and Brookings. Christine Cashen, who many of you heard at
the Tourism Conference this past January, will be sharing a humorous and insightful session titled CARPE CHAOS: How to
Get Along, Get it Done, and Have More FUN! The training is free and open to any industry member. Please check out more
details here.
We want to extend a very WARM AND SPECIAL SOUTH DAKOTA WELCOME to Brook Kaufman, the new President
and CEO of Visit Rapid City. We are so excited to have Brook join our ranks, and know that she and her team will continue
to inspire Rapid City to DO BIG THINGS in the years ahead.
Cole, the leader of our Global Travel & Trade Team, just returned from a very successful travel-trade mission to France
where he reported that bookings to the United States are at 83% of 2019 levels. That is good news. Cole also reported that
interest in our region of the country - and our iconic outdoor offerings - are as top of mind with French travelers as they have
ever been. Alexa, also from our Global Travel & Trade Team, is currently on a mission to Scandinavia and is reporting
wonderful reception to South Dakota. We know it won’t be long before international travelers from all corners of the globe
are once again enjoying our Great Faces and Great Places.
Please check out the latest video below from our MEET THE TEAM series featuring our outstanding Industry Outreach &
Development Representative and Agritourism Manager, Jacey Ellsworth. Learn more about this Pierre native and what she
loves most about The Mount Rushmore State.

As I close, I want you to know that we are closely monitoring gas prices and inflation and their effects upon our state and industry.
Although these two major challenges are nowhere close to going away anytime soon, American travelers continue to share that they
WILL be taking trips this summer. We may definitely see shorter trips, with less money being spent on food, beverage, retail, etc.,
but we are confident that our family-friendly, affordable state - featuring pristine outdoor adventure - will draw visitors from around
the country. Please stay in touch with us and let us know what you are seeing and experiencing in your corner of the state. We
always love hearing from you and appreciate your observations and insights.
Happy NTTW and Spring Hospitality Training! We hope to see you at an event next week!

All our best,
Jim and Team

Jim Hagen
Secretary of Tourism

PRESS RELEASES

From left, selected art from Jaymus Perry, Sean Black Wolf, Derrick Thompson, Samuel Enemy-Hunter & Cynthia Holmes

Crazy Horse Memorial®: Presenting our Artists in Residence, 2022!
April 4th, 2022 – CUSTER, SD
CRAZY HORSE, S.D. – The Indian Museum of North America® at Crazy Horse Memorial® is pleased to announce the final selections for
the 2022 Artist in Residence program. From May through September, a selected artist is provided a month-long residency with studio space in
the Native American Educational and Cultural Center® (NAECC) at the Memorial, along with other perks such as a stipend, lodging and
meals.
Beginning in May, the Memorial will host Samuel Enemy-Hunter, a Montana artist and citizen of the Apsaalooke (Crow) Nation who will
create three traditional dance outfits during the month for specific relatives - two of which are two-year-old twins! These individuals will wear
these outfits during their First Time Dance ceremony at the Lodge Grass District Powwow Celebration on the Crow Indian Reservation in
2022. Once the dance ceremony is complete, they will be allowed to dance in traditional dances, ceremonies and the powwow circuit as
representatives of the Apsaalooke Nation.

In July, the Memorial welcomes Cynthia Holmes, a retired art professor and Fulbright Scholar. An enrolled member of the St. Croix
Chippewa Indians of Wisconsin, Holmes will be completing a series of scrolls that implements both history and storytelling during her
residency. The scrolls will share the dimensions of a woman's dance shawl; bringing awareness and commentary to social issues such as the
stolen children of boarding schools, and the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women Movement.
Jaymus Perry will join the residency program in July. Perry is a Diné lost- wax process carver, caster, and silversmith. He creates Art Bonnets,
artistic recreations of the iconic war bonnet seen on Indian Motorcycles, and during his time at the Memorial will research symbols and
designs within everyday life of the Plains Indian, incorporating that information into his custom made jewelry and Art Bonnets.
Derrick Thompson is the Artist in Residence for the month of August. A Diné artist specializing in weaving and beadwork, Thompson will
focus his residency on weaving as the studio space offers an ample amount of space to construct a fully working loom. He is also eager to
share traditional stories about weaving and to teach traditional methods which include dyeing wool in a natural manner.
Wrapping up the season, Sean Black Wolf (Sicangu Lakota) will be the Artist in Residence for September. Sean utilizes dreams and the study
of Jungian psychology within his acrylic paintings as a mode of healing. As a young artist, Sean has been able to build up a following of
almost 70 thousand followers on Instagram during his short career.
For more information please visit www.crazyhorse.org and follow the Crazy Horse Memorial® on all social media, or contact Travis Dewes
at 605- 673-4681 or by email, Travis.Dewes@crazyhorse.org .

Wind Cave National Park News Release
Release Date: 4/15/2022
For Immediate Release
Tom Farrell, 605-745-1130
tom_farrell@nps.gov

A Media Advisory concerning this fire
will be released prior to ignition.

Wind Cave National Park prepares for prescribed fire
Wind Cave National Park, S.D. – Planning is underway to burn 1,037 acres of land adjacent to the Elk Mountain
Campground this spring. The fire could occur as early as the week of April 17.
The project area includes dense and open ponderosa pine forest with a grass understory. This is a wildland urban
interface area involving structures in the park’s headquarters area and a nearby private residence. Ignition will take
place through the utilization of ground resources, and the primary carrier of fire will be grass.
“This prescribed fire will lessen the threat of wildfires by reducing the fuel load near park structures and a private
residence,” said Park Superintendent Leigh Welling. “It will also decrease the encroachment of young ponderosa
pine onto the prairie while improving water flow into the cave.”
Assisting with the burn will be National Park Service firefighters with support from other interagency resources.
During the day of the burn, smoke from the fire may be heavy at times along Highway 385 and visible from the
surrounding region. The highway might be closed intermittently for safety reasons. Unless there is significant
precipitation, smoke might be seen in the area for several days following the burn.
This fire represents a continuation of the park's prescribed fire program which began in 1972. Segments of the park
are burned, under favorable conditions, to simulate natural fires. Prescribed fires maintain the balance between
forest and prairie, removes the build-up of dead fuels which reduces the chance of a catastrophic wildfire, and
rejuvenates the native prairie grasses.

Prescribed fires are carefully conducted under identified and approved prescription conditions. Factors such as
humidity, fuel moisture, wind speed and direction, and short and long-range weather patterns are all considered in
establishing the acceptable conditions for conducting a prescribed fire. If the prescribed set of conditions cannot be
met on a specific day, the planned fire is postponed.
Caption: Wind Cave National Park plans to burn 1,037 acres along the western boundary of the park this spring if
weather conditions permit.
About the National Park Service. More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s national parks and work
with communities across the nation to help preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities. Learn more
at www.nps.gov.

Custer Senior Center
Click Here for May Calendar

Click here to Check out the Custer School
District Calendar for upcoming school
events!

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

HELP WANTED
Be sure to check out the Help Wanted section on our Website:

Miner’s Cup is looking to add a part-time
Window/Barista Assistant to our team May through
October! The shift requires early mornings (6:00 am 2:30 pm), weekdays, weekends and holidays in the
summer. This position is not for students currently in
school; we need this position to stay filled and available
Monday-Thursday after our student employees go back to
school. This part-time position assists the Baristas by
helping customers at the windows, taking their orders,
providing outstanding customer service, running the cash
register, stocking, cleaning (including hand washing
dishes), sweeping floors, mopping floors and performing
opening and closing duties.
You can apply on our website at www.minerscup.com,
send your resume to minerscup@gmail.com, on our
Facebook page or pick up an application at Miner's Cup
1021 Mt. Rushmore Rd, Custer.

We are looking for individuals with construction labor
experience and/or concrete experience. We have FullTime Year-Round and Seasonal positions with
Competitive Wages, Overtime Pay, Weekly Bonuses
and Company Apparel!! Full-Time Year-Round
position Benefits include Health Insurance, 401k with a
Company Match, Paid Time Off and Paid Holidays.
You can apply on our website at www.rocksolidsd.com,
send your resume to rocksolidsd@gmail.com, on our
Facebook page, call 605-673-3059 or pick up an
application at Miner's Cup 1021 Mt. Rushmore Rd,
Custer.

Pacer Minerals has job
openings for Mining
Operators and Production Baggers.
Contact Tami at

(605) 673-4419 x 215 or tami@pacerminerals.com

Our Address:
615 Washington Street
Custer, SD 57730
Phone Numbers:
605-673-2244
800-992-9818
Visit our website

Send Us An Email
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